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HUDIBEAS, 

IN TFRKEf^ARTS, 

WRITTEN IN 

THE TIME OF THE LATE WARS. 


PART THIRD. 

CANTO II. 

• THE ARGDMENT. 

The Saints engage in fierce contests 
About their carnal interests, 

To share their sacrilegious preys 
According to their rates of Grace, 

Their various frenzies to refomi, 

When Cromwell left theii|pi a storm ; 
Till, in the effige of Rumps, the rabble 
Bum ail the grandees of the Cabal. 

The learned write, an insect breeze 
Is but a mongrel prince of bees, ^ 

That falls before a storm on cows, 
And stings the founders of his house ; 


* ‘ Prince of bees : ’ breezes often bring along with them great quantities of 
insects ; but our author makes them proceed from a cow’s dung, and after- 
wards become a plague to that whence it received its original. 

VOU II. A 
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HUDIBBAS. 


. From whose corruptgd flesh that breed 6 

Of vermin did atifirst proceed : 

So, ere the storm of war broke out, 

Religion spawn’d a various rout 
Of petulant capricious sects, 

The maggots of corrupted texts, lo 

That first run all religion down, 

And after every swarm its own : 

For, as the Persian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their sons, 

That were incapable t’ enjoy 
That empire any other way ; 

So Presbyter begot the other 
Upon the Good Old Cause, his mother, 

Then bore them like the Devil’s dam, 

Whose son and husband are the same. 20 

And yet no natural tie of blood. 

Nor interest for the common good, 

Could, when their profits interfered. 

Get quarter for each other’s beard. 

For when they thrived they never fudged, 

But only by the ears engaged : 

Like dogs that snarl about a bone, 

And play together when they ’ve none ; 

As by their truest ^aracters, 

Their constant actions, plainly appears. 30 

Rebellion now began, for lack 
Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack ; 

The Cause and Covenant to lessen, 

And Providence to be out of season : 

For now there was no more to purchase 
0 * th' ELing’s revenue, and the Church’s ; 

But all divided, shared, and gone, 

That used to urge the Brethren on. 
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Which forced the stubboyi^st, fov the Cause, 
To cross the cudgels to the laws, 

That what by breaking them tli’ had gain'd 
By their support might be maintain’d ; 

Like thieves, that in a hemp-pk»t lie, 
Secured against the Ilue-and-cry, 

For Presbyter and Independent 
Were now turn'd Plaintiff and Defendant ; 
Laid out their apostolic functions 
On carnal orders and injunctions ; 

And all their precious gifts and graces 
On outlawries and Scire facias ; 

At Michael’s term had many a trial. 

Worse than the Dragon and St Michael, 
Where thousands fell, in shape of fees, 

Into the bottomless abyss. 

For when, like brethren, and like friends, 
They came to share their dividends, 

And every partner to possess 
His Church and State joint-purchases, 

In which the ablest Saint, and best, 

Was named in trust by all the rest 
To pay their money, and, instead 
Of every brother, pass the deed ; 

He straight converted all lis gifts 
To pious frauds, and holy shifts ; 

And settled all the other shares 
Upon his outward man and 's heirs ; 

Held all they claim'd as forfeit lands, 
Deliver’d up into his hands. 

And pass'd upon his conscience, 

By pre-entail of Providence ; 

Impeach'd the rest for Reprobates, 

That had no titles to estates, 
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But by their spiritu^ attaints 78 

Degraded from Ijie right of Saints. 

This being reTeal’d, they now begun 
With law and conscience to fall oh : 

And laid about as hot and brain-sick 
As th’ Utter Barrister of Swanswick ; ^ 

Engaged with money-bags, as bold 
As men with sand-bags did of old ; ^ so 

That brought the lawyers in more fees 
Thau all unsanctify’d trustees ; 

Till he who had no more to show 
F th' case, received the overthrow ; 

Or, both sides having had the worst, 

They parted as they met at first. 

Poor Presbyter was now reduced, 

Secluded, and cashier’d, and choused ; 

Turn’d out, and excommunicate 

From all affairs of Church and State ; oo 

Reform’d t’ a reformado Saint, 

And glad to turn itinerant, 

To stroll and teach from town to town. 

And those he had taught up teach down. 

And make those uses serve again. 

Against the new-enlighten’d men. 

As fit as when at first they were 
Reveal’d against the Cavalier ; 

Damn Anabaptist and Fanatic, 

As pat as Popish and Prelatic ; loo 

And, with as little variation. 

To serve for any sect i’ th’ nation. 


* ‘ Utter Barrister of Swanswick : ' William Prynne^ of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., 
bom at Swanswick, wbo styled himself Utter Barrister,—* ‘ Men with sand- 
bags did of old : ’ when the combat was demanded by ydomen, they fought 
with sand-bags fhstened to the end of a tiuncheon. 
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The Good Old Cause, wliich some belieTe los 
To be the Devil that tenfpted Eve 
With knowledge, and does sJill invite 
The world to mischief with new light, 

Had store of monej in her purse, 

When he took her for better or worse ; 

But now was grown deform’d and poor, 

And fit to be turn’d out of door. no 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the reai- of Reformation, 

A mongrel kind of Church-dragoons, 

That served for horse and foot at once ; 

And in the saddle of one steed 
The Saracen and Christian rid ; 

Were free of every spiritual order, 

To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder) 

No sooner got the start, to lurch 
Both disciplines, of War and Church, 120 

And Providence enough to run 
The chief commanders of them down. 

But carry’d on the war against 
The common enemy o’ th’ Saints ; 

And in a while prevail’d so far, 

To win of them the game of war. 

And be at liberty once more 
T® attack themselves as th’ had before. 

For now there was no foe in arms, 

T unite their factions with alarms ; iso 

But aU reduced and overcome. 

Except their worst, themselves, at home ; 

Wh’ had compass’d all they pray’d, and swore. 
And fought, and preach’d, and plunder’d for. 
Subdued the Naticm, Church, and State, 

And all things but their laws and hate. 
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But when they came to treat and transact, isr 
And share the spoil^of all th' had ransack'd, 

To botch up what th' had tom and rent, 

Religion and the Goremment, ^ 

They met no sooner, but prepared 
To pull down all the war had spared ; 

Agreed in nothing, but t' abolish, 

Subvert, extirpate, and demolish ; 

For knaves and fools being near of kin, 

, As Dutch boors are t' a sooterkin, 

Both parties join'd to do their best, 

To damn the public interest ; 

And herded only in consults, 

To put by one another's bolts ; i5o 

T’ out-cant the Babylonian labourers, 

At all their dialects of jabberers, 

And tug at both ends of the saw, 

To tear down government and law. 

For as two cheats, that play one game, 

Are both defeated of their aim ; 

So those who play a game of State, 

And only cavil in debate. 

Although there ’s nothing lost nor won, 

The public bus'ness is undone, leo 

Which still the longer 'tis in doing. 

Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This, when the Royalists perceived 
(Who to their faith as firmly cleaved, 

And own'd the right they had paid down 
So dearly for, the Church and Crown), 

Th' united constanter, and sided 
The more, the more their foes divided. 

For though outnumber'd, overthrown. 

And by the fate of war run down. 


170 
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# 

Their duty never was defeated, 

Nor from their oaths andjaith retreated ; 
For loyalty is still the same, • 

Whether it win or lose the game ; 

True as the dial to the Sun, 

Although it be not shined upon. 

But when these brethren in evil, 

Their adversaries, and the Devil, 

Began once more, to show them play. 

And hopes, at least, to have a day ; 

They rally ’d in parades of woods, 

And unfrequented solitudes ; 

Convened at midnight in out-houses, 

T' appoint new rising rendezvouses ; 

And, with a pertinacy unmatch'd, 

For new recruits of danger watcli’d. 

No sooner was one blow diverted, 

But up another party started ; 

And, as if Nature too in haste, 

To furnish our supplies as fast, 

Before her time had turn’d destruction 
T’ a new and numerous production ; 

No sooner those were overcome, 

But up rose others in their room, 

That, like the Christian faith, increased 
The more, the more they were suppress'd ; 
Whom neither chains, nor transportation, 
Proscription, sale, nor confiscation, 

Nor all the desperate events 
Of former try'd experiments, 

Nor wounds, could terrify, nor mangling, 
To leave off loyalty and dangling ; 

Nor Death (with all his bones) afiHght 
From vent'ring to maintain the right ; 
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From staking life and fortune down m 

'Gainst all togeth^i. for the Crown : 

But kept the title of their cause » 

From forfeiture, like claims in la^s ; 

4li proved no prosp’rous usurpation 
flK ever settle on the nation ; 210 

P^itil, in spite of force and treason, 

' They put their loy’lty in possession ; 

And, by their constancy and faith, 

Destroy'd the mighty men of Gath. 

Toss’d in a furious hurricane, > 

Did Olivef give up his reign ; ^ 

And was believed, as well by Saints, 

As mortal men and miscreants, 

To founder in the Stygian ferry, 

Until he was retrieved by Sterry, ^ 220 

Who, in a false erroneous dream. 

Mistook the new Jerusalem 
Profanely for th’ apocryphal 
False Heaven at the end 0' th’ Hall ; 

Whither it was decreed by fete 
His precious reliques to translate. 

So Romulus was seen before 
B’ as orthodox a senator ; * 

From whose divine illumination 
He stole the Pagan revelation. 230 

Next him his son and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent ; 

Who first laid by the Parliament, 

The only crutch on which he leant ; 


* ^ Did Oliver give up Mb reign : ' at Oiiver’a death was a most furions 
tempest.—* ‘ Sleny:’ a person who announced after Cromwell’s death that 
he was * aso^ded to heaven.’ — • ‘ Senator : ’ Proculus, who made oath that 
BomuMs appeared to him after his death. 
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And then sunk underueath to state, 235 

That rode him above horseman's weight 
And now the Saints begaii*their reign, 

For which they'd yearn’d so long in vain, 

And felt such bowel-hankerings 
To see an empire, all of kings, 240 

Deliver’d from th’ Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law ; 

And free t’ erect what spiritual cantons 
Should be reveal’d, or gospel Hans-towns ; ^ 

To edify upon the ruins 

Of John of Leyden's^ old outgoings; 

Who, for a weathercock hung up, 

Upon their mother-church’s top ; 

Was made a type by Providence, 

^ all their revelations since ; m 

And now fulfill’d by his successors, 

Who equally mistook their measures : 

For, when they came to shape the model, 

Not one could fit another’s noddle ; 

But found their lights and gifts more wide 
From' fudging, than th’ unsanctify’d ; 

While every individual Brother 
Strove hand to fist against another ; 

And still the maddest, and most crack’d, 

Were found the busiest to transact : 260 

For though most hands despatch apace. 

And make light work (the proverb says), 

Yet many diflferent intellects 
Are found t’ have contrary effects ; 

And many heads t’ obstruct intrigues, 

As slowest insects have most legs. 

* ‘ Hans-townB : * name of Dutch associated towns. — * ‘ John of lejdea : ’ 
John Baokold, Beooldv or fiokelson, an Anabaptist tailor (some say a shoe- 
maker or oobbler) of Leyden. 
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Some were fw setting up a King, 267 

But all the rest for»no such thing, 

Unless King JeSus ; others tamper’d - o 

For Fleetwood,^ Desborough,^ and Lambert : ® 
Some for the Rump, and some more crafty, 

For Agitators, and the Safety : * 

Some for the Gospel, and massacres 
Of spiritual Affidayit-makers, 

That swore to any human regence 
Oaths of suprem’cy and allegiance ; 

Yea, though the ablest swearing Saint, 

That Touch’d the bulls o’ th’ Covenant : 

Others for pulling down th’ high-places 
Of Synods and Provincial Classes, 280 

That used to make such hostile inroads 
Upon the Saints, like bloody Nimrods : 

Some for fuMling prophecies. 

And th’ extirpation of th’ excise ; 

And some against th’ Egyptian bondage 
Of holidays, and paying poundage : 

Some for the cutting down of groves. 

And rectifying baker’s loaves ; 

And some for finding out expedients 

Against the slavery of obedience. 290 

Some were for Gospel ministers. 

And some for red-coat seculars, 

As men most fit t’ hold forth the Word, 

And wield the one and th’ other sword. 


‘ ‘ Flcet’wood : ’ was a lieutenant-general ; he married Ireton’e widow, 0. 
CromweH’e eldest daughter. — * * Desboroagh : ’ a yeoman, who married 
Oroinwell*8 rister.—* ‘ Lambert : * one of the Bump generals, and a principal 
opposer of General Monk in the restoration of King Charles IL — * * Safety : ’ 
Committee of Safety, a number of men who took upon them the govemm^bt, 
upon displadng the Bump a second rime. 
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Some were for carrying on the work 296 

Against the Pope, and some the Turk ; 

Some for engaging to suppress* 

The camisado.* of Surplices, 

That gifts and dispensations hinder’d. 

And turn’d to th’ outward man the inward ; soo 
More proper for the cloudy night 
Of Popery, than Gospel light ; 

Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring. 

With which th’ unsanctify’d bridegroom 
Is many’d only to a thumb 
(As wise as ringing of a pig. 

That used to break up ground, and dig) ; 

The bride to nothing but her will, 

That nulls the after-marriage still. sio 

Some were for th’ utter extirpation 
Of linsey-woolsey in the nation ; ^ 

And some against all idolizing 
Tbe'iCross in shop-books, or baptizing : 

Others, to make all things recant 
The Christian, or Sirname of Saint ; 

And force all churches, streets, and towns. 

The holy title to renounce : 

Some ’gainst a third estate of souls. 

And bringing down the price of coals : 320 

Some for abolishing black-pudding. 

And eating nothing with the blood in ; 

To abrogate them roots and branches ; 

While others were for eating haunches 


• * Camisado : * a shirt worn over armour by soldiers at night— figuratively, 
a surpiioe. — * ‘ Linsey-wools^ in the nation: * some were for Judaising, or 
observing some of the laws pecoliar to that people, linsey-woolsey being for- 
bidden by the law. 
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Of warriors, aii(| now and then 82s 

The flesh of kingsrand mighty men ; 

And some for "breaking of their bones 
With rods of ir’n, by secret ones ; 

For thrashing mountains, and with spells 

For b^lowing carriers’ packs and bells ; 330 

ThiajiB that the legend never heard of, 

But^de the Wicked sore afeard of. 

Tjle quacks of government (who sate 
A^l th’ unregarded helm of state, 

.^rad understood this wild confusion 
Of fatal madness, and delusion, 

Must, sooner than a prodigy. 

Portend destruction to be nigh) 

Consider’d timely how t’ withdraw. 

And save their wmd-pipes from the law ; 840 

For one rencounter at the bar 

Was worse than all th’ had ’scaped in war ; 

And therefore met in consultation 
To cant and quack upon the nation ; 

Not for the sickly patient’s sake, 

Nor what to give, but what to take ; 

To feel the pulses of their fees. 

More wise tW fumbling arteries ; 

Prolong the snuff of life in pain. 

And from the grave recover — ^gain. 350 

’Mong these thete was a politidan,^ 

With more heads than a beast in vision. 

And more intrigues in every one 
Than all the Whores of Babylon : 

So politic, as if one eye 
Upon the other were a spy ; 

‘ ‘ Politician : ' Sir Anthdny Aahley Cooper, ailerwards Lord Shaftesbury, 
who complied with every change in those times. 
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That, to trepan the one to^Uunk 
The other bliiid, both stroTe t(j Wink : 
And in his dark pragmatic way 
As busy as a'child at play. 

H’ had seen three gorernments run down, 
And had a hand in every one : 

Was for ’em and against ’em all, 

But barb’rous when they came to fall : 
For, by trepanning th’ old to ruin. 

He made his interest with the .new one ; 
Play’d true and faithful, though against 
His conscience, and was still advanced. 
For by the witchcraft of rebellion 
Transform’d t’ a feeble State-camelion, 

By giving aim from side to side. 

He never fail’d to save his tide ; 

But got the start of every State, 

And, at a change, ne’er came too late ; 
Could turn his word, and oath, and faith. 
As many ways as in a lath : 

By turning, wriggle like a screw, 

Int’ highest trust, and out, for new. 

For when h’ had happily incurr’d. 

Instead of hemp, to be preferr’d. 

And pass’d upon a government. 

He play’d his trick, and out he went : 

But being out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropes. 
Would strive to raise himself upon 
The public ruin, and his own. 

So little did he understand 

The desp’rate feats he took in band ; 

For, when h’ had got himself a name 
For fraud and tricks, he spoil’d his game ; 
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Had forced Ms neck into a noose, S 9 i 

To 8 ho\r Ms p 4 y at fast and loose ; 

And, wheq he chanced t’ escape, mistook. 

For art and subtlety, his luck. 

So right Ms judgment was cut fit. 

And made a tally to Ms wit ; 

And both together most profound 
At deeds of darkness under ground : 

As th’ earth is easiest undermined 
By vermin impotent and blind. 400 

By jftU these arts, and many more, 

H’ had practised long and much before, 

Our State-artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw. 

For as old sinners have all points 
« 0 ' th’ compass in their bones and joints ; 

Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind ; 

And, better than by Napier’s bones, 

Feel in their own the age of moons : 410 

So guilty sinners in a State 
Can by their crimes prognosticate, 

A^d in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a shower of rain. 

He therefore wisely cast about 

All ways he could, t’ insure his throat ; 

And hither came t’ observe and smoke 
What courses other riskers took ; 

And to the utmost do Ms best 
To save Mmself, and hang the rest. 420 

To match this Saint, there was another,^ 

As busy and perverse a Brother, 


‘ Another : * Lilbom the Quaker. 
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An haberdasher of small wares, 

In politics and State affairs : « 

More Jew than Rabbi Achitophel, , 

And better gffted to rebel : 

For, when h' had taught his tribe to ’spouse 
The Cause, aloft, upon one house, 

He scorn’d to set his own in order, 

But try’d another, and went further; 

So suddenly addicted still 
To ’s only principle, his will, 

That, whatsoe’er it chanced to prove, ,, 

No force of argument could move ; 

Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho’burn, 

Could render half a grain less stubborn : 

For he at any time would hang, 

For th’ opportunity t’ harangue ; 

An4 rather on a gibbet dangle, 
than miss his dear delight to wrangle : 

In which his parts were so accomplish’d, 

That right or wrong he ne’er was non-pluss’d 
But still his tongue ran on, the less 
Of weight it bore, with greater ease ; 

And, with its everlasting clack, ^ 

Set all men’s ears upon the rack. 

No sooner could a hint appear. 

But up he started to picqueer,^ 

And made the stoutest yield to mercy. 

When he engaged in controversy ; 

Not by the force of carnal reason, 

But indefatigable teazing ; 

With volleys of eternal babble, 

.And clamour more unanswerable. 


‘ ‘ Picqueer ; ’ akirmish. 
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for tiiiotigh his IraQ and weak, 455 

Could ne’er ampunt ahora a freak, 

He s^ maintam’d ’em, Uke his faults, 

Agfltft the desp’ratest assaults i 
Ainback’d their feeble want of sense, 
wl greater heaf^ and confidence : 460 

£ bones of Hectors, when they difier, 

JlTie more they’re cndgell’d, grow the stiffer. 

Yet when his profit moderated, 

The fury of his heat abated : 

For n|thing but his iEtei*est 
Could ky his deril d contest* 

It was his choice, or chance^ or curse, 

T’ espouse the Cause for better or worse, 

And with his worldly goods and wit, 

And soul and body, worshipp’d it ; 470 

But when he found the sullen trapes 
Possess’d with th’ Deril, worms, and claps ; 

The Trojan mare,^ in foal with Greeks, 

Not half so full of jadish tricks, 

Though squeamish in her outward woman, 

As loose and rampant as Dol Common ; 2 
He still resolved to mend the matter, 

T’ adhere and cleave the obstinater : i ^ 

And still the skittisher and looser 

Her freaks appear’d, to sit the closer. 480 

For fools are stubborn in their way, 

As coins are harden’d by th’ allay . 

And obstinacy ’a ne’er so stiff, 

As when ’tis in a wrong belief* 

These two, with others, being met, 

And dose in consultation set ; 

^ * Mare : ' alluding to Trepan horse. — * ^ Bol Common : ' a character in 
demson's * Alchjmist.^ 
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After a discontented pause^ ^ 487 

And not without sufficient cauge, 

The orator we named of late, 

Less troubled with the pangs of state, 

Than with his own impatience, 

To give himself first audience ; 

After he had awhile look’d wise, 

At last broke silence and^the ice. 

Quoth he, There ’s nothing makes me doubt 
Our last outgoings brought about, 

More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears, 

Not feign’d, as once, but sadly horrid, 

Scored upon every member’s forehead : soo 

Who, ’cause the clouds are drawn together, 

And threaten sudden change of weather, 

Feel pangs and aches of state-turns, 

And revolutions in their corns : 

: Ab 4 since our workings-out are cross’d, 

Throw up the Cause before ’tis lost. 

Was it to run away, we meant. 

When, taking of the Covenant, 

The lamest cripples of the Brothers 

Took oaths to run before all others : 6io 

But in their own sense only swore 

To strive to run away before ; 

And now would prove, that words and oath 
Engage us to renounce them both ? 

’Tis true, the Cause is in the lurch. 

Between a right and mongrel church : 

The Presbyter and Independent, 

• That stickle which shall make an end on ’t, 


TOL. II. 


B 
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As ’twas made oi^io us the last sis 

Expedient, — (J mean Marg'ret^ fast) ' 

When Prondence had been suborn’d, , * 

What answer was to be return’d. 

Else whj should tumults fright us now, 

We hare so many times gone through. 

And understand as well to tame, 

As, when they serve our turns, t’ inflame ? 

Have proved how inconsiderable 
Are aU engagements of the rabble, 

Whose frenzies must be reconciled, 

With drums, and rattles, like a child ; sso 

But never proved so prosperous, 

As when they were led on by us r 
For all our scouring of religion 
Began with tumults and sedition ; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 
Became strong motives to devotion 
(As carnal seamen, in a storm, 

Turn pious converts, and reform) ; 

When rusty weapons, with chalk’d edges,® 
Maintain’d our feeble privileges, mo 

And brown bills,, levy’d in the city. 

Made bills to pass the Grand Committee : t 
When zeal, with aged clubs and gleaves, 

Gave chace to rochets and white sleeves ; 

And made the Church, and State, and Laws, 
Submit, t’ old iron, and the Cause : 

And as we thrived by tumults then. 

So might we better now again, 


' *' Mftrg'rat^a fiuit : ^ (me appointed shortly after Cromwell's death. — 
’ ^ Chalk'd edges : ’ to fight with rusty or ptusonod weapons was against the 
law of arms ; so when the eitizeiu used the former, they chalked the edges. 
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If we knew hew, m ^im we did, »» 

To use tliem righti/ is our ne^ : i 

Tufflnlte, bj which ihe mutinous 
Betray thenu^lres instead of us ; 

The hdbwrhearted, disaffected, 

And close malignant, are detected ; 

Who lay their bres and forties down, 

For pledges to secure our own ; 

And freely sacrifice their ears > 

T appease our jealousies ^d fears. 

And yet for all these proridences 

W’ are offer’d, if we had our senses, seo* 

Wf idly jit like stupid blockheads^ 

Our hands committed to our pockets ; 

And nothing but our tongues at large, 

To get the wretches a discharge : 

Like men condemn’d to thunderbolts, ' 

Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts, 

Or fools besotted with their crimes, 

That know not how tO'Shift betimes ; 

And neither hare the hearts to stay, 

N|Pr wit enough to run away; 570 

Who, if we could resolve on either, 

Might stand or fall at least together ; 

No mean nor trivial solace 
To partners in extreme distress ; 

Who use to lessen their despairs 
By parting them iut’ equal shares ; 

As if the more they were to bear, 

They felt the weight the easier : 

And every one the gentler hung. 

The more he took his turn among. 

But ’tis not come to that, as yet. 

If we had courage left, or wit ; 


m 
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iHio, when oar can be no worse, m 

Are fitted for ^‘^nsTest oourse ; 

Hare tiia© to jwUy, and jaepare 
Our but and best d^ence, despair : 

I)eE|)air, by wbub the gatlant’^t feats 
Hate been adnered in greatest straits ; 

And horrid’st dangers safely waved, 

By being courageously out-braved ; S 9 o 

As wounds by wider wounds are heal’d. 

And poisons by th^selves expell’d : 

And so they might be now again. 

If we were, what we should be, men ; 

And not so dully desperate 
To side against ourselves with Fate : 

As criminals condemn’d to suffer. 

Are blinded first, and then turn’d over. 

This comes of breaking Covenants, 

And setting up exauns^ of Saints, 600 

That fine, like aldermen, for grace. 

To be excused the efficace : 

For sp’ritual men are too transcendent. 

That mount their banks for independent. 

To hang, like Mahomet, in the air. 

Or St Ignatius,* at his prayer. 

By pure geometry, and hate 
Dependence upon Church or State : 

Disdain the pedantry o’ th’ letter, 

And since obedience is better eio 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifi<», 

Presume the less on ’t will suffice ; 

And scorn to have the moderat’st stints 
Prescribed their peremptory hints ; 

* ^ Etimiii : * ht exempt, t. c., firee from aervioe. ^ * St Igmittus : 
iojohs wbo wxa mid to rim in the idr when pmyiiig. 
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Or an; opinion, true or fal^ m 

Deda^ as sodi, in dO<^nii^: 

But left at laige to' make their best on, 

Without being call’d f account or (juestion : 
Interpret all the iqileen reredyi^ 

As Whittington explain’d the bells ; eso 

And bid themselves turn back again 
Lord Ma/rs of New Jerusalem ; 

But look so big and overgrovfn. 

They scorn their edifiers t’ own, 

Who taught them all their sprinkling lessons, 

Their tones and sanctify’d expressions ; ' 

Bestow’d their gifts upon a Saint, 

Like charity on those that want ; 

And leam’d th’ apocryphal bigots 

T’ inspire themselves with short-hand notes ; eso 

For which they scorn and bate them worse. 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders. 

For who first bred them up to pray. 

And teach the House of Commons’ way ; 

Where had they all their gifted phrases, 

But from our Calamys and Cases ? ^ 

Without whose sprinkling and sowing. 

Who e’er had heard of Nye or Owen ? 

Their Dispensations had been stifled, 

But for our Adoniram Byfield ; * 640 

And, had they not begun the war, 

They* d ne’er been sainted as they are : 

For Saints in peace degenerate. 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

' * Calany mmICim:’ were aW men •mong the Preeh^terisiu, u Owen 
and Nye wen amonget the lodependenti. — * ‘ Adoniram Bydeld ; ’ a zealoac 
Covenanter, one of the writers to the AssetnUy of Divinla, and printed the 
Directoiy. 
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Their eeal comipt^ 4 ike standing water, eis 
In th* interrale^of vat add slaughter ; 

Abates the aharptaess of its edge, 

Without the pWer of sacrilege 

And though they Ve tricks to cast their sins. 

As easy as serpent^ do their skins, eso 

That in a while grow out again ; 

In peace they turn mere carnal men. 

And from the most refined of saints 
As nat’rally grow miscreants. 

As barnacles turn Solan geeae,^ 

In th' islands of the Orcades. 

Their Dispensation 's but a ticket, 

For their conforming to the wicked ; 

With whom the greatest difference 

Lies more in words and show than sense : eoo 

For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 

Of Heaven, wears three crowns of state ,' 

So he that keeps the gate of Hell, 

Proud Cerberus, wears three heads as well ; 

And if the world has any troth. 

Some have been canonized in both. i 
But that which does them greatest hanU, 

Their spiritual gizzards are too warm. 

Which puts the overheated sots 

In fever still like other goats : 67o 

For though the Whore bends heretics, 

With flames of fire, like crooked sticks. 

Our schismatics so vastly differ, 

Th’ hotter they 're, they grow the stiffer ; 


* ^ Bahiftoles torn Solan geese : * it waa saicly that, in the Orkneys of ,$oot« 
land, there are trees whioh bear these barnacles, which, dropping into the 
water, become Solan geese. 
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Still setting off their spiritual goods 
With fierce aud pertinacioift feuds. 

For Zeal ’s a dreadful termagant, 

That teaches'Saints to tear and rant, 
And Independents to profess 
The doctrine of dependences ; 

Turns meek and secret sneaking ones 
To Raw-heads fierce and Bloody-bones ; 
And not content with endless quarrels, 
Against the wicked, and their morals. 
The Gibellines, for want of Guelfs, 
Divert their rage upon themselves. 

For, now the war is not between 
The Brethren and the Men of Sin, 

But Saint and Saint to spill the blood 
Of one another’s brotherhood. 

Where neither side can lay pretence 
To liberty of conscience. 

Or zealous suffering for the cause, 

To gain one groat’s worth of applause ; 
For, though endured with resolution, 
’Twill ne’er amount to persecution : 
Shall precious Saints, and secret ones. 
Break one another’s outward bones, 

And eat the flesh of Bretheren, 

Instead of kings and mighty men ? 
When fiends agree among themselves. 
Shall they be found the greater elves 1 
When Bel ’s at union with the Dragon, 
And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 
When savage bears agree with bears. 
Shall secret ones lug Saints by th’ ears. 
And not atone their fatal wrath. 

When common danger threatens both ? 
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Shall mastil^ %e edbrs poll'd, 

Engaged with h^ let go thehr bold, 

Aud Saiats, vlTose necks are pawn’d at stake, 
No notice of the dwger take ? * ■ 

But though no power of Heaven or Hell 
{!an pacify fanatic seal, 

Who would not guess there might be hopes, 
The fear of gallowses and ropes, 

Before their eyes, might reconcile 
Their animosities a while ; 

At least until th’ had a clear stage. 

And equal freedom to engage. 

Without the danger of surprise 
By both our common enemies 1 

This none but we alone could doubt, 

Who understand their workings-out. 

And know ’em, both in soul and conscience, 
Qiv’n up t’ as reprobate a nonsense 
As spiritual outlaws, whom the power 
Of miracle can ne’er restore. 

We, whom at first they set up under, ■ 

In revelation only of plunder. 

Who since have had so many triab 
Of their encroaching self-denials, 

That rook’d upon us with design 
To out-reform, and undermine ; 

Took all our int’rests and commands 
Perfidiously out of our hands ; 

Involved us in the guilt of Mood, 

Without the motive-gams allow’d ; 

And made us serve as ministerial. 

Like younger sons of Father Bdial : 

And yet for aU th’ inhuman wron^ 

Th’ had done ns, and the Cause so long. 



FABT CJmfO n. 


We Eerer fiiil'l to casny m m 

The work stall, ^ we hsA degm ; 

But true and feithfuily obey’d* 

Aud ueither^nmch'd them hurt, nor pray’d ; 

Nor troubled them to crop our ^a*s, 

Nor hang us like the Cavaliers ; 

Nor put them to the chaige of jails, 

To find us pillories and oarts’-tails, . rso 

Or hangman’s wages, which the State 
Was forced (before them) to be at ; 

That cut, like tallies to the stamps, 

Our ears for keeping true accompts ; 

And burnt our vessels, like a new 
Seal’d peck, or bushel, for being true ; 

But hand in hand, like faithful brothers, 

Held for the Cause against all others, 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held, 760 

And though we differ’d now and then 

’Bout outward things, and outward men, 

Our inward men, and constant frame 
Of spirit, still were near the same. 

And till they first began to cant. 

And sprinkle down the Covenmit, 

We ne’er had call in any place. 

Nor dream’d of teaching down Free Grace ; 

But join’d our gifts perpetually 

Against the common enemy. 770 

Although ’twas our and their opinion, 

Each other’s Church was but a Rimmon : ^ 

And yet for all this Gospel union. 

And outward show of church-communion, 


* ^ Kimmon : * 2 Kings v, 18. 
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Tlby^d ne'er admit m to our sBares 776 

Of ruling Church ^ State affiaira ; 

Nor gire us leave t* ahsdlve, or sentence 
T our own conditions of repentance ; 

But shared our dividend o' the Crown, 

We had so painfully preach'd down ; 78o 

And forced us, though against the grain, 

T* have calls to teach it up again : ^ 

For 'Iwas but justice to restore 
The wrongs we had received before ; 

And, when ^twas held forth in our way, 

W' had been ungrateftJ not to pay : 

Who, for the right w' have done the nation. 

Have earn’d our temporal salvation, 

And put our vessels in a way 

Once more to come again in play. 790 

For if the turning of us out 

Has brought this providence about ; 

And that our only suffering 
• Is able to bring in the King : 

What would our actions not have done, 

Had we been suffer’d to go on ? 

And therefore may pretend t' a share, 

At least in carrying on th' affair. 

But whether that be so, or not, 

W have done enough to have it thought, 800 
And that 's as good as if w' had done 't, 

And easier pass’d upon account : 

For, if it be but half deny’d, 

'Tis half as good as justify'd. 

The world is nat’rally averse 
To all the truth it sees or hears ; 

* * Up again : ’ alluding to the Presbyterian plot, 1661 , to restore the king, 
called love's Plot 
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But swallows ttouseuse^ and a lie, 807 

With greediness and gluttosSy : 

And though it have th^ pique, and long, 

Tis still for it>inething in the wrong ; 

As women long, when they ’re with child, 

For things extravagant and wild ; 

For meats ridiculous and fulsothe, 

But seldom any thing that^s wholesome : 

And, like the world, men’s jobbemoles, 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles ; 

And what they ’re confidently told, 

By no sense else can be controll’d. 

And this, perhaps, may prove the means 
Once more to hedge in Providence. 820 

For as relapses make diseases 
More desp’rate than their first accesses, 

If we but get again in power. 

Our work is easier than before ; 

And more ready and expert 
r th’ mystery, to do our part. 

We, who did rather undertake 
The first war to create, than make ; 

And, when of nothing ’twas begun, 

Raised funds, as strange, to carry ’t on ; 830 

Trepann’d the State, and faced it down, 

With plots and projects of our own : 

And, if we did such feats at first, 

What can we now we ’re better versed ? 

Who have a freer latitude, 

Than sinners give themselves, allow’d ; 

And therefore likeliest to bring in, 

On fairest terms, our discipline. 

To which it was reveal’d long since 

We were ordain’d by Providence ; uo 
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Wken tki^e SaW ears,^ oar predecessors, 84 i 
He Causers prgd^iT© corleasore, 

Being crudf/d, the nation stood 
In jn»t BO maty yearn of Hood, * 

Hat, mdtipiy’d by six, express’d 
He perfect numb^ of the Beast ; 

And proved that we must be the men, 

To bring this work about again ; 

And those who laid the first foundation. 

Complete the thorough Reformation : 85 o 

For who have gifts to cany on 
So great a work but we alone ? 

What churches have such able pastors, 

And precious, powerful, preaching masters ? 
Possess’d with absolute dominions 
O’er brethren’s purses and opinions 1 
And trusted with the double keys 
Of Heaven and their warehouses : 

Who, when the Cause is in distress. 

Can furnish out whajb sums they pleas©, seo 

That brooding lie in bankers’ 

To be disposed at their commip^ 

And daily increase and mult^ly, 

With doctrine, use, and usury : 

Can fetch in parties (as, in war, 

All other heads of cattle are) 

From th’ enemy of all religions, 

As well as high and low conditions ; 

And share them from blue ribbands down 
To all blue apix)n 8 in the town ; ^ 87o 

Prom ladies hurried in calleches. 

With cornets at their fbotmen’s breeches, 

' * Tlifee mu» : * Burton, Pijn, and fiaatwick.— > ^ Bine afymna in 

Um town : * alluding to the many pr^cben in Una i^vons in ihoee timet* 
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To bAwds aB fat as Mother Nab ; 878 

All guts and belly, like a cfab. 

Our party 's great, and better tfd 
With oaths, And trade, than any side ; 

Has one considerable improveinenl, 

To double fortify the Covenant : 

I mean our Oorenant, to purchiwe . 

Delinquents' titles, and the Church's : sso 

That pass in sale from hand to hand, 

Among ourselves, for current land ; 

And rise or fall, like Indian actions, 

According to the rate of factions : 

Our best reserve for Reformation, 

When new out-goings give occasion ; 

That keeps the loins of Brethren girt, 

The Covenant (their creed) t’ assert ; 

And, when th' have pack’d a Parliament, 

Will once more try th' expedient ; 890 

Who can already, muster friends. 

To serve for members to our ends : 

That represent no part a th’ nation, 

But Fisher’s-Folly Congregation ; ^ 

Are only tools to our intrigues, 

And sit like geese to hatch our eggs, 

Who, by their presidents of wit, 

T out-fast, out-loiter, and out-sit, 

Can order matters undor-hand, 

To put all business to a stand ; 9oo 

Lay public bills aside, for private, 

And make 'em one another drive out ; 

Divert the great and necessary, 

, With trifles to contest and vary ; 

* ‘ Fishet^fl-FoUy Congregation ; ’ a house eo called, bailt by one Jai^pcr 
Fisher. . , 



30 


HUDIBBAS. 


And (Diike the nsHon represent, so5 

' And i^e Perliament ; 

Cut out more woA than can be done 
In Plato’s jear, but finish none ^ 

Unless it be the Bulls of Lenthal, ^ 

That always pass’d for fundamental ; 910 

Can set up grandee against grandee, 

To squander time away, and bandy ; 
hlake Imds and Commoners lay sieges 
To one another’s privfieges ; 

And, rather than ccKnpound the quarrel. 

Engage, to th’ inevitable peril 
Of both their ruins, th’ only scope 
And consolation of our hope ; 

Who. though we do not play the game, 

Assist us much by giving aim. 920 

Can introduce our ancient arts. 

For heads of factions, t’ act their parts ; 

Know what a leading voice is worth, 

A seconding, a thiij^ or fourth . 

How much a casting voice comes to, 

That turns up trump, of Ay ; 

And, by adjusting all at th’ e^ 

Share every one his dividend*?' 

An art that so much study <tost, 

And now ’s in danger to ^^lost, 930 

Unless our ancient virtuosUS, 

That found it out, get into th’ Houses. 

These are the courses that we took 
To carry things by hook or crook ; 

And practised down from forty-four. 

Until they turn’d us out of door : 

* * Bulls of Lenthal :* the Long Fariiament) — from Lenthal, who was the 
Bpeaker, 
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Besides the herds of Boutefeiis, 

We set Oh work without tlfe house ; 
When ereiy knight and citizen, 

Kept le^fllafive journeymen, 

To bring th^m in intel%ence, 

From all points of the rabble's sense ; 
And fill the lobbies of both Houses 
With politic important buzzes : 

Set up committees of cabals 
To pack designs without the walls ; 
Examine, and draw up all news. 

And fit it to our present use ] 

Agree upon the plot o* the farce, 

And every one his part rehearse ; 

Make Q’s of answers, to way-lay 
What th' other party 's like to say : 
What repartees, and smart reflections, 
Shall be return'd to all objections : 
And who shall break the master-jest, 
And what, and how, upon the rest : 
Help pamphlets out, with safe editions. 
Of proper slanders and seditions : 

And treason for a token send, 

By letter to a country friend : 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit 
That men, like burglary, commit ; 

Wit falser than a padder s face, 

That all its owner does, betrays ; 

Who therefore dares not trust it, when 
He 's in his calling to be seen. 

Disperse the dnng on barren earth, , 
To bring new weeds of discord forth ; 
Be sure to keep up congregations, 

In spite of laws and proclamations : 
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for ehtrlatans ea| 4o no good, m 

Until they ’re modnted in a crowd ; 

And, when they’re punish’d, all the hurt 
Is but to fare the better for’t; * 

As long as confessors are sure 
Of douUe pay for all th’ endure ; 

And what they earn in persecution, 

Are paid t’ a groat in contribution. 

Whence some tub-holders-forth have made 
In powd’ring4ubs their richest trade ; 980 

And, while they kept their shops in prison, 

Have found their prices strangely risen : 

Disdain to own the least regret, 

For all the Christian blood w’ have let ; 

’Twill save om* credit, and maintain 
Our title to do so^again ; 

That needs not cost one dram of sense. 

But pertinacious impudence. 

Our constancy t’ our principles, 

In time will wear out all things else ; 990 

Like marble statues, rubb’d in pieces, 

With gallantry of pilgrims’ kisses : 

While those who turn and wind their oaths, 

Have swell’d and sunk, like other froths ; 

Prevail’d awhile, but ’twas not long 
Before from world to world they swung : 

As they had turn’d from side to side, 

And, as the changelings lived, they dy’d. 

This said, th’ impatient States-mouger 
Could now contain himself no longer ; 1000 

Who had not spared to show his piques, 

Against th’ haranguer’s politics, 

With smart remarks, of leering faces, 

And annotations of grimaces ; 





After h’ had adaaioiBl^d a dose 
Of snnff mondit!^ to ^ igUiee, 

And povdei^’d th’ ^ ^a'ski^ 

Instead of th'*o(dira3d jobhemol, ^ 

He shook it with* seomM look 
On th’ adrersarj, nnd he spcdce : 

In dressii^ a caH'’s haid, afthon^ 

The tongue wd Mns toget^ go, 

Both keep so great a distance hm, 

’Tis strange, if ever tiiej come near ; 

For who did ever plaj his gambols 
With such insufferable rambles 1 
To make the bringing in the King, 

And keeping of him out, one thing 1 
Which none could do, but those that swore 
’Twas point-black nonsense heretofore ; 

That to defend was to invade, 

And to assassinate, to aid : 

Unless, because you drove him out 
(And that was never made a doubt), 

No power is able to restore 
And bring him in, but on your score : 

A spiritual doctrine, that conduces 
Most properly to all your uses, 

’Tis true, a scorpion’s oil is said 
To cure the wounds the vermin made ; 

And weapons dress’d with salves, restore 
And heal the hurts they gave before : 

But whether Presbyterians have 
So much good-nature ^ the salve, 

Or virtue in them as Urn vermin, 

^ Those who have tiy’d them can detetnmne. 

* * Outward jobbemol : ’ the eamc wiib JoIter*h(iii4i l^^r-head. 
VOTi. If. C 
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Indeed, 'tis pity you should miss ios7 

Th’ nrrears of alf your services, 

And, for th’ ^mal obligation 
Y’ have laid upon the ungratefisl nation, 

Be used s^ unconscionably hard, 

As not to find a just reward. 

For letting Rapine loose, and Murder, 

To rage just so far, but no further ; 

And setting all the land on fire, 

To bum t* a scantling, but no higher : 

For venturing to assassinate 

And cut the throats of Church and State ; 

And not be allow’d the fittest men 
To take the charge of both again : 1050 

Especially, thaet have the grace 
Of self-denying gifted face ; 

Who, when your projects have miscarry’d, 

Can lay them, with undaunted forehead, 

On those you painfuly trepann’d, 

And sprinkled in at second-hand ; 

As we have been, to share the guilt 
Of Christian blood devoutly spilt ; 

For so our ignorance was flamm'd, 

To damn ourselves, t' avoid being ctemn'd : loeo 
Till finding your old foe, tbe hangman, 

Was like to lurch you at backgammon, 

And win your necks upon the set, 

As well as ours, who did but bet 
(For he had drawn y<OT ears before, 

And nick’d them on the self-same score) ; 

We threw the box and dice away, 

Before / had lost os, at foul play ; 

And brought you down to rook, and lie, 

And fmcy only, on the bye ; 


1070 
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Redeem’d jora forfeit jobbentoH lOTi 

From perching lo% pAw ; 

And rescaed all your outward {rtutOTS 
From hwginf up, like aUigators ; 

For whidi ingeniondy / bare eblw’d 
Your Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would ihiely hare paid us home ia kind, 

And not hare been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide, 

And scruple, on the other side ; loso 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force 
To fits of conscience, and remorse ; 

To be convinced they were in vain. 

And face about for new agmn : 

For truth no more unveil’d your eyes, 

Than maggots are convinced to flies ; 

And therefore all your Lights and Calls 
Are but apocryphal and false ; 

To charge us with the consequences 

Of all your native insolences ; loto 

That to your own imperious wills. 

Laid Law and Gospel neck and heels ; 

Corrupted the Old Testament, 

To serve the New for precedent ; 

I” amend its errors and defects 
With murder, and rebellion-texts ; 

Of which there is not any one 
In all the book to sow upon ; 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 
Held Christian doctrine forth, and use ; iioo 
As Mahomet (your chief) began 
To mix them in the Alcoran : 

Denounced and pray’d, with fierce devotion, 

And bended elbows on the cushion ; 
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Stole from tbe beg^ all jour tones, iios 

And gifted morttfyii^ groans ; 

Had U^its vfaere better eyes 'were blind, 

As pigs are said to see the wind ; 

Fill’d BedlaA with predestination. 

And Knightsbridge with illumination ; ino 

'i‘Made children, with your tones, to run for’t. 

As bad as Bloody-Bones, or Lunsford 
While women, great with child, miscarry’d. 

For being to Malignants marry’d : 

Transffum’d all wires to Dalilahs, 

Whose husbands were not for the Cause ; 

And turn’d the men to ten-horn’d cattle. 

Because they went not out to battle : 

Made tailors’ ’prentices turn heroes, 

For fear of being transform’d to Meroz 1120 
And rather forfeit their indentures. 

Than not espouse the Saints’ adventures : 

Gould transubstantiate, metamorphose, 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus : 
Enchant the King’s and Church’s lands, 

'F obey and follow your commands ; 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marcly-hill* had done of old ; 

Could turn the Cor’nant, and translate 

The Gospel into spoons and plate : iiso 

Btpound upon all merchants’ cashes, 

And open th’ intricatest places : 

Could catechise a money-bor, 

And prove all pouches orthodox ; 

* * UimMl : * Oobiid—aQ oljecfc of great terror to tlie Parliamentary 
partiy. * * Traaaform'd to Bferoz ; * Judges v. 23.— * ‘ Marely-hiU : ' a bill 
in Herefordiddrf, whioh, in 1371, waa ihaken and devated by an eartb- 
quake. 
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ay 

Unta the. Cause became a Djimoii iis5 

And Pythias, the cricked Mammon. 

And yet, in spite of al yonr charms, 

To conjure iJegion up in arms, ^ 

And raise more derils in the rout, 

Than e’er y’ ^ere able to cast out ; 1140 

Y’ haye been reduced, and by those fools, 

Bred up (you say) in your own schools ; 

Who, though but gifted at your feet, 

Haye made it plain they haye more wit : 

By whom f have been so oft trepann’d, 

And held forth out of all command ; 

Out-gifted, out-impulsed, out-done, 

And out-reyeal’d at carryings-on. 

Of all your dispensations worm’d, 

Out-proyidenced and out-reform’d ; nso 

Ejected out of Church and State, 

And all things but the people’s hate ; 

And spirited out of th’ enjoyments, 

Of precious edifying employments, 

By those who lodged their gifts and graces 
Like better bowlers in your places : 

All which you bore, with resolution, 

Charged on th’ account of persecution ; 

And though most righteously oppress’d, 

Against your wills, still acquiesced ; neo 

And neyer hummed and hah^d sedition, 

Nor snuffled treason, nor misprison. 

That is, because you neyer durst ; 

For, had you preach’d and pray’d your worst, 

Alas I you were no longer able 
• To raise your posse of the rabble : 

One single redcoat sentinel 
Out-charm’d the magic of the spell ; 
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And, with his squirt'fire could disperse ii«» 

Whole troops jinth chapter raised and verse. 

We knew tw well those tricks of yours, 

To leave it ever in your powers*; 

Or trust our safeties or undoings 
To your disposing of outgoings ; 

Or to your ordering Providence, 

One farthing’s worth of consequence. 

For had you power to undermine. 

Or wit to cany a design ; 

Or correspondence to trepan, 

Inveigle, or betray one man ; * im 

There ’s nothing else that intervenes. 

And bans your zeal to use the means ; 

And therefore wondrous like, no doubt. 

To bring in kings, or keep them out : 

Brave undertakers to restore. 

That could not keep yourselves in power ; 

T’ advance the int’rests of the crown, 

That wanted wit to keep your own. 

’Tis true, you have (for I’d be 
To wrong ye) done your parts in both, 1190 

To keep him out, and bring bus in. 

As Grace is introduced by ^ r 
For ’twas your zealous want bf sense, 

And sanctify’d impertinenbi ; 

Your carrying business in a huddle. 

That forced our rulers to new-model ; 

Obliged the State to tadk about, 

And turn yon, root and branch, aU out ; 

To reformado, one and all, 

T your great Croysado-General.* i»o« 


■ 'OoTudo-Otoml:’ GtiwniFaii&x. 
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Yoor greedy slaVting to deTour, isn 

Befwe ’twae in your clutdi«!*npyrer ; 

*That sprung the game you were to set, 

Before y’ had time to the net : 

Your spite to see the Church’s lands 
Divided into other hands ; 

And all your sacrilepous rentures 
Laid out in tickets and debenttires : 

Your enry to be sprinkled down, 

By under churches in the town ; i«o 

And no course used to stop their mouths, 

Nor th’ Independents’ spreading growths : 

All which consider’d, ’tis most true 
None bring him in so much as you, 

Who bare prevail’d beyond their plots. 

Their midnight juntos, and seal’d knots ; 

That thrive more by your zealous piques, 

Than all their own rash politics : 

And this way you may claim a share. 

In carrying (as you brag) th’ affair ; 1220 

Else frogs and toads, that croak’d the Jews 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose. 

And flies and mange, that set them free 
From taskmasters and slaveiy, 

Were likelier to do the feat, 

In any indifferent man’s conceit. 

For who e’er heard of Restoration, 

Until your thorough Reformation t 
That is, the King’s and Church’s lands 
Were sequester’d inf other hands : isso 

For only then, and not before, 

.Your eyes were open to restore. 

And, when the work was canying on. 

Who cross’d it but yourselves alwte ? 
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As bj a worM laiots appears, isss 

All ^ain, and eftaat, as yoor ears, 

But o’*tb’ first : The Me Wi^t * 
Will rise up, if you should deny ’t ; 

Where Henderson, ^ and th’ otW Ma 88 e§,® 

Were sent to cap texts and put cases : 1240 

To pass for deep and learned scholars, 

Although but paltry Ob^ and Boilers : 

As if th’ unseasonable fools 
Had been a-ooursing in the schools : 

Until th’ had proved the Devil author 
O’ th’ Covenant, and the Cause his daughter. 

For, when they charged him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt, 

They did not mean he wrought th’ effusion, 

In person, like Sir Pride, or Hewson 1260 

But only those who first began 
The quarrel, were by him set on. 

And who could those be but the Sainta 
Those Reformation termagants 1 
But, ere this pass’d, the wise debate 
Spent so much time, it grew too late ; 

For Oliver had gotten ground, 

T enclose him with his warriors round : 

Had brought his providence about. 

And turn’d th’ untimely sophists out 1260 

Nor had the Uxlmdge bus’ness less 
Of nonsense in ’t or sottidiness ; 

When from a scoundrel holder-forth,® 

The scum, as well as son 0’ th’ earUi, 

» * HendmMi : * wrong— brtve HeiulAnoii wm tlien dead.—* ‘ MasBes: ’ 
i. e*) mistflxn.— * * Ob|’ dec.: niokoameB for Hendeinont &q. Prkie and 
Hew«oa:* noted nrambere of Ocomwell'B Upper Honae. — * ^ A eooundrel 
holder*forth : * CbiiBloidier tove^ 
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Your mighty senatms to^ law, 12 «# 

At bis commaad, were fouM t’ wii&dtaw, 

And saMfiee the peace o' th^nati<»i 
To doctrin(* use, and ^plieatioB. 

So, when the Scots, joor constant cronies, 

Th’ espousers of your cause and moneys mo 
Who had so often, in your md, 

So many ways been soundly paid ; 

Came in at last for better en^ 

To prove theffiselres your trusty fn^ds : 

You basely left them, and the Church 
They train’d you up to, in the lurch. 

And suffer’d your own tribe of Christians 
To fall before, as true Philistines. 

This shows what utensils y’ have been 

To bring the King’s concernments in ; laso 

Which is so far from being true, 

That none but he can bring in you : 

And, if he take you into trust, 

Will find you most exactly just : 

Such as will punctually repay 
With double interest, and betray. 

Not that I think those pantomimes. 

Who vary action with the times, 

Are less ingenious in their art, 

Than those who dully act one part ; 1290 

Or those who turn from side to side, 

•rMore guilty than the wind and tide. 

All countries are a wise man’s home. 

And so are governments to some ; 

Who change them for the smne intrigues 
That statesmen use in breaking leagues ; 

While others, in old faiths and trotibs. 

Look odd, as out-of-fashion’d riothw: 
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And nttstier, in an <dkl (pinion, < ms 

ThMi those who ntrer diift their linen. 

For True and FaithM’s sure to lose, 

Whidh way soerer the game goes 1 
And, whether parties lose or win, 

Is always nick’d, or else hedged in. 

While power usurp’d, like stol’n delight, 

Is more bewitching than the right ; 

And, when the times begin to alter. 

None rise so high as from the hhlter. 

And so, may we, if w’ hare but sense 
To use the necessary means, isio 

And not your usual stratagems 
On one another, lights and dreams. 

To stand on terms as positire. 

As if we did not take, but give ; 

Set'up the Covenant on crutches, 

’Gainst those who have us in their clutches ; 

And dream of pulling churches down. 

Before w’ are sure to prop our own : 

Your constant method of proceeding. 

Without the carnal means of heeding : isso 

Who, ’twixt your inward sense and onttmd, 

Are worse, than if y’ had none, accotffrnd. 

I grant, all courses are in vain, 

Unless we can get in again ; 

The only way that ’s left ns now, 

But all the difficiilty ’s, how 1 

’Tis true, w’ have money, the only power 

That all mankind fall down before ; 

Money, that, like the swords of kings, 

Is the last reason of all things ; i^so 

And therefore need not doubt our play 
Has idl advantages that way ; 
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As long as men haw faith to sell, 

And meet trith those tiiat veil : 
Whose halffltarred pride and ayariee, 
One church %nd state will not suffice, 

T" expose to sale, beside the vages, 

Of storing plagues to after ages. 

Nor is our money less our ovn 
Than 'tvas before ve laid it down : 

For ’twill return, and turn t’ account, 

If we are brought in play upon ’t ; 

Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 

What power can hinder us to win ? 

We know the arts we used before. 

In peace and war, and something more ; 
And, by th’ unfortunate events. 

Can mend our next experiments : 

For, when w’ are taken into trust, 

How easy are the wisest choused ! 

Who see but th’ outsides of our feats. 
And not their secret springs and weights 
And, while they’re busy at their ease. 
Can carry what designs we please. 

How easy is ’t to serve for agents. 

To prosecute our old engagements I 
To keep the good old Cause on foot, 

And present power frcnn taking root ; 
Inflame them both with false alarum 
Of plots and parties taking arms ; 

To keep the nation’s wounds too wide 
From healing up of side to side ; 

Profess the passionat’st concerns, 

For both their interests, by turns ; 

The only way t’ improve our own, 

By dealing faithfully with none 
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(As btfwls run iwiog made , uer 

Oa purpose £^%nd to be swa/d) ; 

For, if we sbouldibe true to either, 

’Twottld turn us out of both togeltier ; 

And therefore hare no other means 
To tond upon our own defence, 

But keeping up our ancient party. 

In rigour, confident and hearty : 

To reconcile our late Dissenters, 

Our brethren, tkmgh by other venters ; 

Unite them and their different maggots. 

As long and short sticks are in faggots ; 

And make them join again as close, 

As when they first began t’ espouse isso 

Erect them into separate 

New Jewish tribes, in Church and State ; 

To join in marriage and commerce, 

And only among themselres converse ; 

And all, that are not of their mind« 

Make enemies to all mankind ; 

Take all religions in, and stickle ' 

^ From conclave down to conventido; 

Agreeing still, or disagreeing. 

According to the light in bmng. 1390 

Sometimes, for hberty of conscience, 

And spiritual misrule, in one sense ; 

But in another quite contrary, 

As Dispensations chance to vary ; 

And stand for, as the times wiU bear it, 

All contradictions of the Spirit : 

Protect their emiBsaries, empower’d 
To preach Sedition and the Word ; 

An 4 vhen tb^’re hampmr’d by tbe laws. 

Release the lab’rmu fiur tlm Cause ; 


uo« 
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And turn the perse(^on bade 1404 

On those lhat ntade the first attack : 

• ^ 

To keep them equally in awe, 

From breaking or maintaming lav : 

And when' they Imito their fits too soon, 

Before the fuU tides ^pf the Moon ; 

Put off their zeal t’ a fitter season, 

For sowing faction m, and treason ; 

And keep them hooded, and their dinrches, 

Like hawks from baiting on their perches. liio 
That when the blessed time shall come 
Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

They may be ready to restore 
Their own Fifth Monarchy once more. 

Meanwhile be better arm'd to fence 
Against revolts of providence ; 

By watching narrowly, and snapping 
All blind sides of it, as they happen : 

For, if success could make us saints, 

Our ruin tam’d us miscreants ; 1420 

A scandal that would fall too hard 1 

Upon a few, and unprepared. 

These are the courses we must run, 

Spite of our hearts, or be undone ; 

And not to stand on terms and freaks, 

Before we have secured our necks : 

But do our work, as out of sight, 

As stars by day, and suns by ni^t ; 

All licence of the people own. 

In opposition to the Crown ; uso 

And for the Crown as fiercely side. 

The head and body to divide ; 

The end of all we first design’d. 

And ail that yet remains behind. 
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Be Bwe to epeae w public rapine, 

On aU emeiigeucies toat liappen ; 

For ’tis aS'eaaj to supplant 
Authority, as men in want : < 

Ajb some of us, in trusts, hare made 
The one hand with the other trade ; 
Qain’d vastly by their joint endeavour, 
The right a thief, the left receiver ; 

And what the one, by tricks, forestall’d, ' 
The other, fay as fly, retail’d. 

For gain has wonderful effects 
T* improve the factory of sects ; 

The rule of faith in all professions, 

And great Diana of th’ Ephesians ; 
Whence turning of religion ’s made 
The means to tom and wind a trade ; 
And, though some change it for the worse. 
They put themselves into a course. 

And draw in store of customers, 

To thrive the better in commerce. 

For all religions flock together, 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather, 

To nab^ the itches of their sects, 

As jades do one another’s necks. 

Hence ’tis hypocrisy as well 

Will serve t’ improve a church as seal > 

As persecution, or promotion, ' 

Do equally advance devotjon. 

Let business, fake iU watchq;^ go 
Sometime too fast, sometime too slow ; 
For things in order are put cnt 
So easy, ease itself will do ’t : 
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“Nib:* rab. 
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But, wheu the feat’s desigu’d and meant, 
What miiacfe can bar th’ eitent ? 

For ’tis more easy to betray, 

Than ruin any other way. 

All posable oocasicms skrt. 

The weightiest matters to divert ; 
Obstruct, perplex, distract, entangle. 

And lay perpetual trains to wrangle. 

But in affairs of less import. 

That neither do us good nor hurt, 

And they receive as little by. 

Out-fawn as much, and out-comply ; 

And seem as scrupulously just. 

To bait oiur hooks for greater trust : 

But still be careful to cry down 
All public actions, though our own ; 

The least miscarriage aggravate, 

And charge it all upon the State : 
Express the horrid’st detestation. 

And pity the distracted nation ; 
Tell’stories scandalous, and false, 

F th’ proper language of cabals. 

Where all a subtle statesman says. 

Is ^alf in words, and half in face 
(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 
Of heads and shoulders, nods and shrugs). 
Entrust it under solemn vows 
Of Mum, and Sikncf, and the Bose : 

To be retail'd again in whispers. 

For th’ easy cj^ulous to disperse. 

Thus far the statesman — when a shout, 
Heard at a distance, put him out ; 

'And straight another, all aghast. 

Rush’d in with equal fear and haste ; 
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Who stared abotit;~u fade » d^h, isoi 

And, for a arhile,^ <»tt xif breath ; 

Till, haring'ga^ar’d ap his vita, 

He thus began his tale bj fits : ^ 

'Hist beasdy rabWe,— that came down 
From all the garrets — ^in the town, 

And stalls and diop-boards, in vast swarms, 

With new>dudk’d bills, and nistj arms. 

To cry the Cause — up, heretofore. 

And bawl the Bisheps—ont of door ; i6io 

Are now drawn up — in greater shoals, 

To roast — and broil us on the coals, 

And all the grandees — of our members 
Are carbonading — on the embers ; 

Knights, dtizens, and burgesses — 

Held forth by rumps— of pigs and geese ; 

That serre for characters — and badges 
To represent their personages : 

'Each bonfire is a fimeral pile. 

In which they roast, and scorch, and broil, is20 

And erery representative 

Have vowed to roast— and broil alive. 

And ’tis a miracle, we are not 
Already sacrificed inoimate : 

For while we wrangle here, and jar, 

W are grilly'd all at Temple-bar ; 

Some, on the signpost of an alehouse, ' 

Hang in effigy, on the g^ws, 

Made up of rags, to personate 
Respective officers of state ; , isso 

That, henceforth, they may ^nd reputed. 
Proscribed in law, and executed ; 

And, while ^ woih is carrying on, 
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Be lisMl myiet Don,^ ism 

Hiat {taitziot^ once tlu^^eOcnfa 
*And tbdU'-box of bk Mows ; 

The activist member tim fite, 

Aa well ae the most {NrimitiTe ; 

Who, for bis foitbM serrice then 
Is chosen for a fiifo again ^ is4o 

(For, since the S^te has made a qmot 
Of generals, he ’s listed ia ’t). 

This worthy, as the wotM will say. 

Is paid in specie his own way ; 

For, moulded to foe life in clouts, 

Th’ have pick’d from dunghills hereabouts, 

He ’s mounted on a hazel bavin, ^ 

A cropp’d malignant baker gave ’em ; 

And to the largest bonfire riding, 

Th’ hare roasted Cook^ already, and Pride in : isso 
On whom, in equipage and state. 

His scarecrow fellow-members wait. 

And march in order, two and two. 

As, at thanksgivings, th’ used to do ; 

Each in a tatter’d talisman, 

Ldce vermin in efiSgy slain. 

l^t (what ’s nmre dreadful than the rest) 

Those rumps are but the tail o’ th’ Beast, 

Set up by Pqpish engineers, 

As by the crackers plmnly af^eain ; isao 

For none but Jesuits have a misskm 

To preach the faith with ammimition, 

♦ 

^ * JJ$ted naier Don : ’ Don Ibe patlie «x«catii(mer 4 that time, and 
the eieoatio&eii hmir alter that wmt by the sme name, •w* Fifth again : ’ 
Sir Arthur Haalerig^ one of the five memhae of the Houae ^Commona, was 
impeaebed ^ Haze! bavin : * alluding to name ; l^vin 

^l^ftes a bmih ftiggot.-^ * Cook;* the ifdhte in the iftnp tiial. 
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a MowQ-np soldier.^ 
iooeers o’ tb’ Whore’s, 
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To tsil» in Hearen, by spmgmg mines,^ 

And, with onaiisweniHe barrels 

Of ganpowder dispute their quarrels ; i67o 

Now take a course more practicable, 

By layi&g tasaias to fire the rabble ; 

Aud blow us up, in th’ (fien streets. 

Disguised in rumps, like sambenites 
More like to min, and confound. 

Than all their dodsines under ground. 

Not have they chosen rumps amiss, 

Pot symbols of state mysteries ; 

Thou^ some suppose ’twas but to show 

How much they scorn’d the Saints, the few ; isso 

Who, ’cause they’re wasted to the stumps, 

Are represented best by rumps. 

But Jesuits hare deeper reaches 
In all their politic far fetches ; 

And from the Coptic priest, Kirdierus,* 

Found out this mystic way to jeer us. 

For, as th’ Egyptians used by bees,'^ 

T’ express their antique Ptolemies ; 

And, by their stings, the swords they wore. 

Held forth authcui^ and power ; is»o 

^ ‘ Blown^up soldier : ’ Igoatitis Iioytda. — • ‘ : ’ itunpowder plot— 

* * tike samMteer sembeoko, » coat of eoaill in wluoh peat- 
tents are reooneiled m tke Chur^ of Rome. ^ BMerns: * Atfannasiui 
Etreheri n desalt, kas wrote largely on the Rgyptial mys^oal learning.— 

* * Rgyptos ky bees : ' Ike igyptiaas reptWited their kings (many 
of whose names were Rtolemy) under the kl^ldypkio of a bee, ^ipeaidag 
honey to the good and Tirtnoos, and htTlng a sikg fer the wkked and 
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Beeann lliM « u it»} 

Bear dl liidr iat'iesto k dtn^taBi ; >* t 
' And, vkeB diej H ome ik{>V4 ift 4ia% 

Are bairub*4 tibeir ireU'Wler'd stale :' 

They thoei^ all goreraaotta were beta 
By Idere^nkic ramps exptess'A 
For, as, in bodies ntted, 

Ibe romp’s the fkidamrait ef all ; 

So, in a comaumvealtii, or realm, 

The gorenment is caD’d hela ; moo 

With which, like ressels undm* sail, 

They ’re tom’d and winded by the tail ; 

The tail whidi bkds and fidies steer 
Their oonrses with, throogh sea and air ; 

To whom the rodder of the ramp is 
The same thing with the stem and compass. 

This shows how perfectly the ramp 
And commonwealth k Nature jump : 

For as a fly, that goes to bed. 

Rests with his tail above his head ; loio 

Se, k this mongrel state of oars. 

The rabble are the supreme powers ; 

That horsed us on their backs, to show us 
A jadish trick at last, and throw us. 

The learned Rabbins of the Jews 
Write there ’s a bone, whidi they call Luez, 
r th’ rump of man, of such a rirtue. 

No force in Nature can do hurt to ; 

And therefore, at the last great day. 

All th’ othdT members shall, they say, ies« 
Spring out o[ this, as from a se^ 

M sorts of vegetals proceed : , 

*From whence the learned sons of Ark 
Os saomn, justly style that park' 
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whAt JNfUw rep«8dn$, i626 

1 %at 4hi8 rak^fkcp^ t^ Patliiuaent ; 

Hu^ a%r ejectioof^ 

4.nd u ys<0i^iem isamreeti^ * 
l^ifli aew iev 0 nsia &8 af ai&e lirei^ 

Starti % and, like a cat, rerives ? i63o 

But fiov, alas 1 tiiey ’fe all expired, 

And tk’ hCttse, aa ireU as members, fired ; 
Consumed in kennels by tbe rout. 

With vhidi.tijey other fires put out ; 

Condemn’d t* ungoreming distress, 

And paltry prirate wretchedness ; 

Worse than the Devil to privation, 

Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 

And parted, like the body and soul. 

From all dominion and control. i640 

We, who could lately, with a look, 

Enact, establish, or revoke ; 

Whose arbitrary nods gave law, 

And frowns kept multitudes in awe ; 

Before the bluster of whose huff. 

All hats, as in a storm, flew off ; 

Adored and bow’d to, by the great, 

Down to the footman and valet ; 

Had more bent knees than chapel mi^ 

.^nd prayers, than the crowns of hatt’/ leso 
Shall now be scorn’d as wretdiedly, ^ - 
For ruin ’s just as low as high ; ' 

Which might be suffer’d, were it all 
The horror that attends our fidl : 

For some of us have scores more large 
Than heads and quarters can dkcharge ; 

And others, who, by restless acrapini^ 

Whh public finuds, and private rapine, 
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Haren^tylieapi^wealUtstti^ isst 

Would laj dotsi &U ^las$ ; 

AuS, to bejbut uudtiiK^ eutful 
'Hieir vessels oa pei^toal jail ; 

And bless the Bevif to let 1|iem ^arms 0, 

Of forfeit souls, on mo aorsO terms. 

Hus said, a near and louder ^out 
Put all th’ assembly to the r(%at ; 

Who nov began t’ outrun their fear, 

As horses do, from those they bear : 

But crowded on with so mnc^ ha8t% 

Until th’ had block’d the parage frtst, i67o 

And barricado’d it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks and paunches. 

That with their shoulders staore to squeeze. 

And rather save a crippled piece 
Of all their crush’d and broken members. 

Than have them grilly’d on the embers , 

Still pressing on with heavy packs. 

Of one another on their backs ; 

The vanguard could no longer bear 
The chaiges of the forlorn rear, isso 

But, borne down headlong by the rout. 

Were trampled sorely under foot : 

Yet nothing proved so formidable, 

As the horrid cookmy of tbe rabble; 

And fear, that keeps aB feeli% out. 

As lesser pains are by the g^ut, 

Relieved ’em witii a firesh supply 
Of rally’d force, enon^ to fly, 

And brat a Tuscui running horse, 

Whose jodkey'ddm' is aQ spurs. 
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IBm Is^ mMI Squirt im|lgioiu 6iffati 
9o quit th’ quofaia^ bow’r bf sight 
IBbpIcidito tomhis amoroae suit 
T'af^inlwr, aadproaeoite: 
fiep^ 10 tooBwl, te adTiwi 
’fiwt ouuHging the esteipdae; 

But fint reeoirw to ti7 hr letter, 
kid one nm fiur iddnee, to get her. 

Who woq^ bdievo *rliat strange bugbears 
Mankuid creates itself, of fears, 

That spring, like fern, that insect weed, 
Equivocally, without seed. 

And have no possible foundation, 

But merely in th’ hnagination ; 

And yet can do more dreadM feats 
Ilian hags, with all their imps and teats ; 
Make more bewitdi and haunt themselves. 
Than all their nurseries of elves ? 

For Fear does things so like a witch, 

’Tis hard t’ unriddle which is which ; 

Sets up communities of senses. 

To chop and change intelligences ; 

A§ Rosicmdan virtnosos 
Can see with ears, and hear with noses ; 
And, when they neither see nor hear, 
Have more than both suppl/d by fear ; 
That makes ’em in the dark see vudons, 
And hag themselves vrith apparitions; 
And, when their eyes discovm' leas^ 
Diseem the subtlest objects beat ; • 

Ho tilings, not contrary, alone, 

To til* course dH Mature, bnt its own ; 



llte courage .of tiie bravest daua^ 

And turn pobmas m 
For men as resolute af^tflur, 

Wit|i too mmdi, as too Stile fear ; 

And, ■when they 're out of hopes <rf flying, 
Will run away {rom Dealh 1^ dying ; 

Or tom again to stand it out, 

And those they fled, S^e Sons, rout. 

This Hudibras had proved too tara& 
Who, by the Furies, left perdue . ^ 

And haunted with detachments, sent 
From Marshal Legion’s regiment, 

Was by a fiend, as counterfeit. 

Relieved and rescued with a cheat ; 

When nothing but himself, and fear, 

Was both the imps and conjurer : 

As, by the roles o’ th’ virtuosi. 

It follows in due form of poesy. 

liisguised in ail the masks of night, 

We left our champion on his flight 
At blindman’s buC to grope his way, 

In equal fear of n%ht and day ; 

Who took his dark and desp’rate course^ 
He knew no better than his luose ; 

And by an unkmnni 

(He knew as fitfle whi&er) fled : 

He never was in greater need. 

Nor less capacity of speed ; 

Disabled, both in man and beast. 

To fly and run away, his best ; 

To keep the enemy, and fear. 

From equal falling on his rear; 

And though with kicks and iumgs he ply’d 
The ftrtber and the nearer ade 
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/ seutm aU tbeir fone, 

&Ad ^ W f l^tlKjV^d t)|ld bois6, 

And, wb^ ^'hw^cp^ «aih loost swift;, 
BelisTe mf». a&id;) ;* 

S<», tboq^ he pitted e’er so &st, 

His feisr was greafce^thsn Ms haste : 

For fear, thoxigh fleeter than the wind, 
Hdieves ’tis alwajs left b^nd. 

But when ih# tacsra began t’ appear, 
And sMft t* another scene hk W, 

He flcwod his new offidioue shade, 

That eatne so timely to Ms aid, 

And forced him the foe t’ escape. 
Had tnm’d itself to Balpho’s shape ; 

So lihe in pmeon, garb, wd pitch, 

'Twas hard t’ interpret wMdb was which. 

For Ealpho had no sooner told 
The Lady all he had ^ unfold, 

But she convey’d Mm out of sight, 

To entertain th’ approacMng Knight ; 
And while he gave Mmself diversion, 

T accommodate his beast and person. 
And put his baud into a posture 
At best advanti^e to accost her. 

She order’d th’ antimasquerade 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 

But when the ceremony was done, 

The lights put out, and Furies gone, 
And Hudibras, anmi^ the resi, 
Convey'd away, as Balpho guess’d, 

The wretched cait% aU idone, 

(As he believ^) began to moan, 

And Ms sh^ to himseli^ 

Hie Knight mistook him for an elf; 
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AnddidaoMiB>tiKli«begaa m 

To sample air Esin’s xmtwai^ m«n> ' 

And &on|^i^ becayp^l^ agn^ 

T’ appear ift one ano^ieii's limii. 

And act the Sunt^s mi Deni’s pai^ 

With nndistingaisha^ 

They might hare dene so nov, pethaps, 

And put on one tmothef’a shi^ i loo 

And tborelcwe, to resolre the ^ubt. 

He stared iqton him, and etfi oat, * 

What art ? My Squire, at that hold ^rite 
That took his place and shape to*ni^ ? 

Some busy Independent png, 

Retmner to his synagogne I 
Alas 1 quoth he. I’m none of those 
Your bosom friends, as you suppose ; 

But Ralph himself, your trusty Squire, 

Wh’ has dra^d your Dondiip out o’ th’ mire, no 
And from th’ enchantments of a widow, 

Wh’ had turn’d you int’ a beast, have freed you ; 
And, though a prisoner of war, 

Have brought you safe, where not^ you are ; 

Which you would gratefrdly repair 
Your constant Presbyterian way. 

That ’s stranger (quoth th’ Knight) and stranger ; 
Who gave thee notice of my dat^r ? 

Quoth he, ’Ih’ inferosil conjurer 
Pursued, and took me prisoner ; 120 

And, knowing you were fam'eabout, 

Brou^t me along, to find yrm out ; 

Where I, in huggerfmuggm', hid, 

. Have noted all they stud at d^ ; 

And, though they ky to him the pagiant, 

I did not see him, nor his agent ; / ' 



^ ® '5 

flo of si^ m 

1*^ &?(}t4 ft fien!g|iiM(md |gl^. 

Ba| 4i|^#»^ %! ^ ^vils thsa t 
1^ OD«'(qpM|^) but oamaliftiSu, 

' Jk iitiie If one tbau fioQ^ ia Jbeil, 

Aad tiiftt ilte-deril Jezebel, 

lair’d and teedie’d widi derisios, 
tee ^leia take |»Qr dbpositioB. 

Wbat tbea ((|uo& Hodilaas) was he, 

Hiat piftf’d idle DevXto examine me 1 
A EBlljdiii^ireftTer m the tova, 

Iliat dd it iu a paison’s gown ; 

Whom all the paiieh’ takes f<Hr gifted, 

Bat, for mjr pi^ 1 ne’er believed it : i4o 

In which jou told them all jour feats, ' 

Your consmentious frauds and cheats ; 

Denj’d jour whipping, and confess’d 
l^e naked truth all the rest. 

More plainly than the reverend writer,^ 

That to our churches veil’d his mitre ; 

All which thqr took in black and white, 

And cudgell’d me to underwrite. 

What made thee, when they all were gonej|^ 
Arril BOMi, but rimu and 1 alone, iso 

To act the DerrS, and fiahur 
To rid me of my hellish fear ! 

Quoth he, I knew ybur constant rate. 

And frame of sp’rit too obstinate. 

To be by me prevul’d upon. 

With any motives of my own ; 

And therefrnre strove to counterfeit 
Urn Devil a whUe, to nid your wit ; 

‘ TI»tn««i4iRiMr:' tnwri pcnoDs we onAiiiM for ideDiilotUon 



fiXttmUBk tMimm, ' '5St' 

f 

Tlw Dcnri, is < ism 

That onij can pimkfl fh'* ' 

'Else ira might &pntl% 

And they wi^ wsigh^ thtd» oimfhthig. 

The Knight, nnw began to Snd 
Thqr’d It^b the ffiaemy bdlMd, 

And saw no further harm remain 
But feeble veaiihess and pm ; 

Perceired, by lotfog of their way, ' 

They 'd gain'd the advantage of the day. 

And, by declining of the road, ' 

They had, by chance, thw rear made good ; no 
He ventured to dismiss his fear. 

That partings wont to rant and tear, 

And give the desperat’st attack 
To danger still behind its back. 

For, having paused to recollect, 

And on his past success reflect, 

T’ examine and consider why, 

And whence, and how he came to fly ; 

And when no Devil had appear’d. 

What else, it could be said, he fear’d ; ‘iso 
It put him in so fierce a rage, , 

He once resolved to reengage, 

Toss’d like a foot-ball back again. 

With shame, and vengeance, ai^ disdain. 

Quoth he. It was thy cowardice 
That made me from this leaguer rise ; 

And, when I 'ad hidf reduced the place. 

To quit it infamondy base ; 

Was better cover'd by the new > 

Arrived detadunent, dum 1 knew ; i«o 

To d%ht my new acquests, and < 

Victmonsly, from battles won ; 



'fitomKAS. 


_ or lost, 
t'o icH tlum they cost ; 
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in away by n^bt ; 
me oat, wincb. tb’ baugbty foe 
Burst aerer have presamed to do ; 

To mount me in tbe dark by force. 

Upon tbe bare ridge ctf my horse, 

Bxposed in qabTpo to their rage, 

Withost m;^ anus and equipage ; 
liest, if they rentured to pursoe, 

I might tb’ unequal fight renew ; 

And, to preserre thy outward man, 

Assumed my place, and led tbe ran. 

All this (quoth Ralph) I did, ’tis true, 

JJot to preserve myself, but you : 

T*(^, who were damn’d to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powd’ring tubs ; 

To mount two-wheel’d carodies,^ worw,4. 
Than managing a wooden horse ; ’* 

Bragg’d out through straiter holeal^ t¥l 
Erased, or coup’d for peijurers ; 

Who, though th’ attempt had proved i^wn, 
Had had no reason to complain : 

'But, since it prosper’d, ’tb unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransom. 
And rescued your obnonous bones 
From unavoidable battomia 
Ihe enemy was reinforced, 

And we chsabled, and unhorsed, 

Duarm’d, unqualify’d for fig^t, 

Ai^ no ^y left but hasty ffigid; ; 
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Wliidi, 1^01^ afi IB 

Has gim 70a &ee<}BB), to oiM|^i«dta %'> 

> Bii% vere oBr & ctm^toni 

To rehtforc^the ^ 

’Tis noir unseasiMaHe a&d Tain, 

To toiak of Mtog ob' agaia : 

No martial projoct to aarpriBO',* 

Can erer be attempted t^e ; , 

Nor cast design seire afterffBid^ 

As gamestera tear their Ib^ caid/i. 
Beside, our bangs of man and beast 
Are fit for nothing now but rest ; 

And for a while Till not be able 
To rallj, and prove serviceable : 

And therefore I, with reason, ehose 
This' stratagem, t’ amuse our foes, 

To make an hon'rable retreat. 

And wave a total sure defeat ; 

For those that fly may fight again, 

Which he can never do that ’s slain. 

Hence timely running’s no mean part 
Of conduct in the martial art ; 

B|r which some glorious feai» achieve, 

As citizens, by breaking, thrive. 

And cannons conquer armies, while 
They seem to draw off and reooU ; 

Is held the gallant'st course, and bravest, 
To great exploits, as well as safest ; 

That spares th’ expense of time and pains, 
And dangerous bea/ting out of bndns ; 
And in the end prevmls as certain 
As those that never tnrrt to Fortune^ 

But make toeir fear do execution 
Beymid toe stoutost resolutioB ; 
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If llwir iararest mes, 


e’w be won, > 

H evei| ilm Would sere but one 1 
jOa %bi endanger'd to be lost, 

.Where aJlwBtdve to save llie most 1 
Bj thn iiUBn% when a battle 's won, 

The war 'a as far from being done ; 

For those that save themselres, and flj, 

Go halTes, at least, i’ th’ yictorj ; 

And sometime, when the loss is small. 

And danger great, they challenge all ; 

Print new editions to their feats. 

And emendations in Gazettes ; 

And when, for furious haste to run, 

Ihey durst not stay to fire a gun, 

Have done’t with bonfires, and at home 
Made squibs and crackers overcome : 

To set the rabble on a flame, 

And keep their governors from blan!%%-#|. < 
Disperse the nem^ tdls, . 
Confirm’d with fire-wOrks and wift^jhAs : 

And, though reduced to that extregte, 

They have been finced to sing 2h Deum ; 

Yet, with religious blasphemy. 

By flattering Heareu with a he, 

And, for their beating, giving thanks. 

They ’ve raised recruits, wid fill’d their banks : 
For those who run from th’ enemy, 

Sngage them equally to fly; 

And, when the fight becomes a diase. 

Those win the day that win the race ; 
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mT TOtE1i||f^!uat*o la. 

And ,tbat voili tint pmk^iB^^‘' 2^’ 
Has dons die feat vitb eas^ > 

RecoTieir'4 a ^unpai|^ 

With Bonrdeanx, H«i|[eady, and C!hati^^a%&'; 
Restored the &joti% hi^ iHId m^tjr 
With braidy, wine, fad aiqaflhidt#t , ’ 

And made ’em stontlj ovemKin 0 .f '• 

With Baauck,^ Hoceammei® and Mnm j* ms 
W hom thf nncontroU’d decrees of l^te 
To victoiy necessitate; 

With which, although they run of btwn, 

They uuaToidably return: 

Or else their sultan populaces 
Still strangle all their routed Bassaa 
Quoth Hudibras, I understand 
What' fights thou mean’st at sea and land, 

t nd who those were that ran away, 
nd yet gave out they’d won the day; «io 

, Although the rabble soused them for ’t 
O’er head and ears in mud and dirt 
’Tis true, our modem way of war 
Is grown more politic by fi»r, 

But not so resdute and bold, 

Nor t/d to honour, as the old* 

For now they hx^ at grring battle, 

Unlem it be to herds of cattle ; 

Or %fating conToys of prorisnon. 

The whole design 0’ th’ expedition; 820 

And not with downi^t Mows to rout 
The enemy, but eat them out: 

As fii^tmg, in all beasts of prey, 

And eating, are perform’d bne way; ^ 

^ Bacraekt’ or baodiaraeic : a wine from Baohi«rif a iowf on the Bhine. 
^Hoocamore:' ‘Mim;* akindoifaiei ijy * Antiquary/ 
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^jid % high’st nwntn, 

|li» Itiilf 

vt)BsdB Bor maiming, 
4B ^kaiP'a(mi»daced to famine; 

> iyid <»f aOHlifk to plot, design, 

*S8i|H^ and i^^^em, and mine; 
'Bnt'^are so imed nor use of oonrage, 

Unlaaa it bo ^ glorj, or fsrage : 

JFor, if they l^t^ ’tie but by chance. 

When one side, rent’ring to adrance, 

Add come nndrilly too near. 

Are changed unmercifully i’ th’ rear ; 
Andftnrced, U’ith terrible resistance, 

To ke^ berealter at a distance ; 

To pick out ground t’ encamp upon, 

Where Bt(ve of largest rivers run, 

That serve, instead of peaceful barriers, 

To part th’ engagements of their 
Where both fiiom side to side may ^p, 

And only encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted 
The certainer they ’re to be parted ; 

And therefore post themselves in bogs, 

As th’ ancient mice attack’d the frogs, 

And made their mortal enemy. 

The vater-rat, their strict afiy. 

For ’tis not nov. Who 's stout and bdid 1 
But, Who bears hunger bem and ccdd ! 

And he’s approved the most deservmg 
Who longest can hdd out at starving : 

And he that roats most pigs and cows, 

The formidablest man of j^vresa. 



’Soib’BmpeswCh^iih,^ ' < ' «s» 

Hu^ tmmph’d o’er th» 

’TooK ffyitt iMid oj^en {nisoBin!,' > 

And U^bstonC ’stead of <»ut«8^ , ' 

Ei^;eged itis legioae in fiwce basttelr 
With patiwinklM, proems, aadjaeoMlltlli^ 

And led his troops with furiottii'gaSIli^ 

To chu-ge vhole regents of e<alk|iB . 

Not like ^ir aacient vaj of eter, 

To wait on bis tifnmphal cer ; 

But when he went to <hne or »s^ 

More brarelj ate his captives np ; sro 

And left all war by his examjde. 

Reduced to vict’lUng of a camp well 

Quo& Ralph, By ^ that you have said, * 

And tfice as much that I could adA 
'Tis jpiain you cannot now do worse, 

Thim take this out-of-&shion’d course. 

To hope, by stratagem, to woo her. 

Or wa^g battle to subdue her : 

Though some have done it in romances, 

And bang’d them into amorous fimcies ; sso 
^ those who won the Amazens, 

By w^ton drubbing of ^eir bones ; 

And a^M^naldo ^ gun’d his bride. 

By coufite of her back and side. 

But, siiHIPioaft times uid fmd» are over. 

They u^jSst for a modmn lover, 

When iiifpitinm are too crow-gram’A 
By «ich addreesee to be gain’d ; > 

And if they wete, would have it out, 

With many anodier kind ^ bmik 4 m 

I 

> «C«figa]*:' awSwMAii.*.' ' KMldv.’ 
vm.. iL X 
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Ja oSlbiniB"to iriik^ Jeeebdi ; 
fo ^ona |< 3 r 4 ieaai, 1 >j antic cbama 
i,Of kdi0Mnlilit)‘force of arms ; * 

1 k$ inMlter f^ro bj law to win ber, 

. Ao^ tbCfl^ Me joa hate in bar. 

Toor case ic dear, joa hare ber word, 

And metoi witoees tbe accord ; 

Beddes toro more of her retmne 

To tedify v^t pass’d between yon ; 400 

Um probably and like to hold, 

Than htrnd, at seal, or breaking gold ; 

IPor wMeh so inany, that renounced 
Their piloted contracts, hare been trounced ; 

And Inlls upon record been found, 

Tbat forced tbe ladies to compound ; 

And that, unless I miss tbe matter, 

Is dl the business you look after. 

Besides, encounters at the bar 

Are braver now than those in war, 4l« 

In whidi the law does execution. 

With less disorder and confuskm ; 

Has more of honour in ’t, some hold, . 

Not like the new way, bat Jhe old , 

When those the pp had drawn togal^r, 

Decided quarrels with the fea 1 her,{j|f 
And wingsd arrows kill'd as deadj^ 

And more than bullets now of lead : ' 

So all their combats now, as then, 

Are managed chiefly by toe pen ; 420 

That does toe feat, wito braver v^urs^ 

In words at Imigto, as w^ as hgum; 

Is judge of all toe wcrid perfenns 
In vdnntaiy feats <^anns; 



pijtt MiWk to, ' «7 

DetomiiMii viikli iti im«g : 

*^Fw wiiMliw|oii|ptivilt‘^ ' 

AU ffitiBt be*ti/d > 

Andt^eraford’^noiiiri^toaiH#-' ’ 

What JOB amiBt trati t(^ <ir« yii’Te donej 430 
The Unr, setiSes all jm de^-' 

And maciieB where you did hut woo} 

That makes most perfidioos lover, 

A lady, liuit ’s as fijbe, reoorer; 

And, if it judge upon your mde, 

'Will soon ez^d W for your Iteide, 

And put her person, goods, or land% 

Or wMch you like best, int’ your hands. 

For law ’s die wisdom of all ages, 

And managed by the ablest sages ; 440 

Who, jAough their bus’ness at the bar 
Be b<fe kind of civil war. 

In wmb th’ engage with fiercer dudgeons, 
Thai^^ the Grecians did and Trojans ; 
They^iis^ manage the contest 
T impaih their public interest, 

Or by their controversies lessen 
Hie dignify of their profeSuon : 

Not like ns i^diren, wMNivide 
Our commonwealth, die Cause, and side ; 4sa 
And thou^ we 're all as near of kindred 
As th’ outward mSn is to the inward. 

We agree in nothing, but to wrangle 
About the sli^test fii^le^fl^gle } 

While liiwyeia hate more sober sense,*' 

Than to argue id their own expanse, ' 

But make dieir beet advantages 
Of othors' quarreHUke die Bwiasi 




Bat haTO m ' '*’ ” 

fpjr tb'' mi -mi^ Ihe hm* ; 
mf lij^^bei* ']^P(M|M! ^a tltdr paj, 
tbej hm or aria the day. 

And tftoi^b til' abotmdad ia ail agei!^ 

With so&di^ li^ed derb and sa^ ; 

.Ihoagh ail their busiaess be dispute, 

Whieh way they oanTass every suit^ 

They'fe no disputes about their Mt, 

^r in polemics controvert : 470 

while all professions else are found 
With notMng but disputes t’ abound : 

Divines of all sorts, and* physicians. 

Philosophers, mathematicians ; 

The Galenist, and Paracelsian,i 
Condemn the way each other deals in ; 

Anatomists dissect and mangle. 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle ; 
Astrologers dispute their dreams. 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes ; 48o 

And heralds stickle, ^rho got who. 

So many hundred years ago. 

But lawyers arai|K>o wise & natie^^^ 

T* expose their trade to disjiatalldii''; 

Or make the busy rabble judgea-i*^ 

Of all their secret piques and gj^dges ; 

In which, whoever wins the day, 

The whole profesmon 's sure to pay. 

Beside, no mountebanks, mMr treats, 

Due undertake to do Uiw feats ; 490 

' *Oa]ni{s| indPiraoeblta:* two secti k nradbiiie tkir names 

trOBi ind fmoMlsk 
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11x67 8WIMIX ^ ks^ek, kex^Me. 

For That kgot &m; draw, 

By inward a deed k kw t > 

Or could hkd forth, hy rerdb^oai 
An answer to a dedarataon I 


For those that meddle witii their tools, 

Will cut their fingers if they ’re fixds ; 

And if you follow their advice. 

In bills, Mid answers, and repliea ; soo 

Ihey '11 write a love-letter in Chancmy, 

Shall bring her upon oath to answer ye, 

And soon reduce her to b’ your wife, * 

Or make her weary of her life. 

The Kni^t, who%Bed with tricks and shifts 
To edify by Ralpho’s gifts, 

But^ appearance my’d him down. 

To iphe them better seem his own 
(All plagiaries’ constant course 
Of siuking when they take a parse), sio 

Resolved to follow his advice. 

But kept it from him by disguise ; 

And, after stubborn contradiction. 

To counterfeit his own conviction. 

And, by transition, fall ]|pon 
The resolution, as his own. 

Quoth he. This gambol thou advisest. 

Is, of all others, the nnwisest ; 

For, if I think by law to ^n her, 

There ’s nothing sillier, nor vmner sso 
’Tis but to hazard my pretence, 

Where nothing’s certain, but th’ eq^ense ; 

To act against myself, and traverae 
Hy suit and title to hhr favours ; 



WomUis:" 

forbid— ms 

O'aitirov me, ti' die iMdlk did, 

Wliai alW-tonrse barb I to ^e, 

^ 6 «iiU^ loda]^ sfi I lire at stake ^ 

He (bat with injury is grieved, 

And gora to law, to be relieved, sso 

Is siUier than a sottish chouse. 

Who, when a thief has robb’d his house, 

‘Aj^lies himself to cunning men. 

To help him to his goods again ; 

When alll^ can expect to gain. 

Is but tb squander more in vain : 

And yet I have no other way, 

But is as difficult to play. 

For to reduce her, by nffin force. 

Is now in vain ; by fair means, worse ; 640 

But worst of all to give her over. 

Till she ’s as desp’rate to recover. 

For bad games are thrown up too soon. 

Until they ’reimever to be won : 

But since I have no other course. 

But is as bad t’ attempt, or worse ; 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still ; 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown, 

For reasons to himself best known ; bso 

But 'tis not to b’ avoided now, 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue'; 

Whom I must answer, or begin, 

Inevitably, forst with him. 

For I Ve received advertisement, 

By rimes enough, of his intent ; 

And, knowing he riiat first complains 
Th’ advantage of the buriness gains ; 
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HMTBm. otinoni. 

F<ff coaii|i9flfjiujt^iiBdbn^^ m 

The pluBtiff to b« eldest baad ; , , 

Who vhat he pkasei «fer, 
llite.othar iflithing tjU he sweer ; 
b beely admitted to ^ grace, 

And bwM broor, by his place ; 

And, for his b^ging ca^m in. 

Has all adrantages to win : 

I, who resolve to oversee > 

No lucky opportunity, 

Will go to counsel, to advise 

Which way t’ encounter, or surprise ; S'lo 

And, after long consideration. 

Have found out onerto fit th’ occasion, 

Most apt for what I*have to do, 

As counsellor and justice too. 

And truly so, no doubt, he was, 

A lawyer fit for such a case. 

An old dull sot, who told the clock, 

For u\any years at Bridewell Hock, 

At Westminster, and Hicks’s Hall; 

And hkeius doctm play’d in all eso 

Where, in all governments and times. 

He ’d been both fiiend and foe to crimes, 

And used two equal ways of gaining. 

By hind’ting justice, or nuuntaining : 

To many a whore gave privilege. 

And whipp’d, for want of quarterage ; 

Cartloads of bawds to prison sent, 

For being behind a fortnight’s tent ; 

And many a trusty pimp and crony, 

. To Puddle Dock,^ for want of money ; ts»o 

' ‘ AiidiUnsw<(M!fiiu|d9’diaiU:* ‘FadSlt 
Book : * s jiS ftt petW oAntei. 
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M Be| l»eak the pekoe ; 

M&e ^ kvB feel vords, 

BoiioetiiBiB commoneiei (A lords ; 

Aed hept tibeia pisoaers of course 
For bfflttg sobo* at ill hours ; 

Ttet iu the saoroing he might free, 

Or biad ’etti orer, for his fee : 

Made monsters fine, and puppet-plays, 

For leare to practise, in their 'vrays ; eoo 

Farm’d <mt all cheats, mid vent a share 
With th’ headborough and scavenger ; 

And made the dirt i’ th’ streets compound 
For taking up the publie ground ; 

The kennel, and the king’s highway. 

For being unmolested, pay ; 

Let oat the stocks, and whipping-post. 

And cage, to those that gave him most ; 

Imposed a tax on bakers’ ears,^ 

And, for false weights, on chandelers ; <io 

Made victuallers and vintners fine • 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant friend 
To all that regularly offend : 

As residentiary bawds 

And kokers that receive stol’n goods ; 

That cheat in lawful mysteries, 

And pay church-duties, and his fees : 

But was implacable and awkward 
To all that interk^ped and Imwker'd eso 

To this kave man the En^ht repairs 
For counsel in his law affairs ; 

* • 

* * laq^oiidAtaxoiilMiik^ took « to «it« di«ir #»ra. 



pisf -^suiro mt; , 

And Ite ! m 

lionl» and md^ leaned for t^ced, *'> ' 
lake tiait<<^ to in^ 

And l6k‘')ntf liaise |nty : 

To whom tfae knl^l^ idth tuMXijf ginoe, 

Put off Ins hat^ to fiat his inu»'i 
Which he as pimiMy entettiidd 
As the other ccKOtoiRiily iMun^ i 
And, to assure hsn 'tvas not that 
He look’d fin*, Ud him pat on ’s hat. ‘ 

Quoth he, There is one Sidrephel, 

Whom I have cudgell’d— -Very welL 
And ndpr he brags t’ hare beaten me ; — 

Better, and better still, quoth he : 

And TOTS to stick me to a wall, 

Where’er he meets me — Best of idL — 

’'fis true the knare has taken ’s oath 

That I rabbl’d him — Well done, in troth. 640 

When h’ has confess’^ he stole my clo^ 

And pick’d my fob, and That he took ; 

Which Tas the cause that made me bang him. 

And take my goods again — -Marry, hang him. 

Not, Thether I dionM beforehand 
STear he robb’d me ? — I understand. 

Or bring my action qf conrersion 

And trorer for my goods t— Ah, Thoreson. 

Or, if tis better to indite, ** 

And bring him to his trial ? — -Bight. oso 

Prevent That he deogns to do, 

And srear fc^ th’ State agaiast Mm t — True. 

Or, Thether he &at is defendant^ 

J[n this casp has the bettm mid on 't 
Who, putting in a neT cross-bill, 

May traverse the action 1— -Better still 
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'pM’ii (ftMj 

A Wultnir, ^ loteiidA Towi 
C!mIiwM ^ ^ouse, ' 

Cit^bilMd ^sHi&liiai to bm^ word, 

And lias adbetod a^^Good Lord ! 

Sikbem’d tli’ Idbreaaid Sidn^d, 

70 tam^r with tiie Devfl qi hell ; 

Who pat m’ ndo a horrid fear, 

Vwr of my hfe— Make that a|^ar. 

Made an assault with fiends and men 
Upon my body-^-Good again. 

And k^t me in a deadly fnght, 

And false imprisonment, all night : ero 

MeanwhEe they robb’d m^ and my hofse, 

And stole my saddle — Worse Md worse. 

And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 

T avoid a wretcheder miscarriage. 

Sir (quoth the Lawyer), not to flatter ye. 

You have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not Bi]^e 
The proudest man alive to claim. 

For, if tliey 've used you as you say. 

Many, quoth I, God give you joy ; «8o 

I would it were my case, I ’d ^ve 
More than I 'll say, or you’ll believe : 

1 would so trounce her, and her purse, 

I ’d make her kneel for bettm’ or worse ; 

For matrimony, and hanging here, 

Both go by destiny so clear, » 
lhat you as sure may pick and choose, 

As moss I win, and jnle you lose : 

And, if 1 durst, I would advance 
As mu(^ in ready maintenance, 


eto 
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A8i>poii«^^Z%^<»m; I • eu 
But «e that {niu^ du« aot ova : 't 

*1%e lav ooaianihandB^ 

Our taking bui&eiB of men’s hands ; ‘ 

’ 1 % comsaon b8mdl[7,^ that bean 
P<wt>bhmk an acti<nif''gainst dun ean^ 

And (sops them t 31 there w not leader 
To stick a pin in left of either ; ' 

For vhich, some do fte sammeiHSault,* ' 

And o’er the bar, like tumblers, Tault : roo 

But jou maj svear at any rate, 

Things not in nature, for the Stede; 

For, in all oourts of justice here, 

A witness is not said to swear. 

But make oath ; that is, in plain terms, 

To forge whatever he affirms. 

I thank you (quoth the Knight) for tliat, 

Because 'tis to my purpose pat — 

For Justice, though she’s painted blind. 

Is to the weaker side inclined, no 

Like Charity; else right and wrong 
Could never hold it out so long, 

And, like blind Fortune, with a sleight 
Convey men’s interest and right 
From Stiles’s pocket, into Nokes’s, 

As easily as hocus poem ; 

Plays fast and loose, makes men obnoxious, 

And dear again, like hiceiua doctiua. 

Then, whether you would take her bfe^ 

Or but recover her fin* your vdfe, 720 

Or be content with what aim baa. 

And let all other uuditers pass; 

' * Bftmitiy : * firom hxrrOi ft wnftgikig tolt.— * ‘ Smnnier^iiH : * (urnbre- 
$aUef Fr.), ft ^ of aotiviQr ^tomi ft uolftir prsoU* 

fikmers tiuoira om tlio bar. m 



%e ftoef W «i ^ : 

<Attd jtMi no vitnosg^ 

- ’Toowoffirt^iWly^Bui^yon ^flose, 

Huijt hii^j gO^ £beir merO' expenses 
By til’ Ubm of their eonscienoes, 
t Or letthig ont, to hire, &eir ears 
■ To efMari^eturtoiners, « 78o 

At iaconsideinhle values, 

To serve for jurymen, or te^a} 

Although netaiu'd in th’ hardest matters 
Of trustees and administrators. 

For that (quoth he), let me alcme; 

WeVe store of such, and all our own, 

Bred up and tutor’d by our teachers, 4. 

The ablest of conscience-stretchers. 

That’s well (quoth he), but I should guess, 

By weighing all advantages, no 

Your surest way is first to pitch 
On Bongey, for a water-witch;® 

And, when ye 've bang'd the conjurer. 

Ye 'to time enough to deal with her. 

In th’ int’rim spare for no trepans 
To draw her neck mto the banns: 

Ply her with love-letters and bUlets, 

And bait ’em well, for quirks and quillets, 

With trains t’ inveigle, and surprise 

Her heedless answers and r^^: 7so 

And, if she miss the mousetrap lines. 

They ’ll serve for other by-designs; 


' ' IUm;’ * woid SNd in <mr waniMO lair, tor a aapplv of awn im- 
upon a jury or iiiqaeitf sod not appearing or challenged.--^ * Bon- 
ger ' WM a Franeiaoao, and lived towaidi the end the tMiteenth oentarjr, 
a doctor of divinity in <M»d, and n pmtieBltt acquaintenoe of Iriar Bacon. 
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And malie an 4Mftfet ondiHntiiBd 
To copy ont Iter wi^ orha^j> 

^Or Wi^plttoesln.tk)pa|ier^ > 

To steal in sometldiig tn Iter; 

Till wifli Iter vorid^ podi Md Wy/ 

Spite of her i^art, she has.'^adeflili ye : 

Retain all BOTtf of '^nessffl, 

That ply i’ th’ Tramples, ntwte twntej ' yso 
Or walk the round, wi& l^nii^ts p' <h’ Bests, 
About the croffl-legg*d km^ts, their l»8ts; 

Or wait for customers between $ « 

The pillar-rows in Lincoln Vinnj 
Where Touchers, forgers, common-bail, 

And affidarit-men, ne’er £ul 
T expose to sale all sorts of oaths. 

According to their ears and clothes. 

Their only necessary tools. 

Besides the Gospel, and their souls: 770 

And, when f are furnish’d with all purveys, 

I shall be ready at your sendee. 

I would not give (quoth Hudibras) 

A straw to understand a case. 

Without the admirable skill 
To wind and manage it at will ; 

To veer, and tack, and steer a cause. 

Against the weatheivgauge of laws; 

And ring the changes upon cases. 

As plain as noses upon faces; 780 

As you hare well instrueted me. 

For whidi you ’ve esam’d (here ’tis) your fee : 

I long to practise your advice, 

.And try the subtle artifice; 

To bait a letter, as you bid : 

As, not long after, ^ua he did; 



If-’ 

,^0 j. bs vi^: 

*' «(‘ *,» 

' ’ ’ toil 

M tmioWAXi 07 Bvi»ms to ms last. 

< I, v|io vas m» as great as Caesar, 

Am nov redjMied to Nebadbcbezzar ; 7»o 

Aad ittim ^ fiimdi a cofiqneror 
As efver ftopk degreo in war, 

Or did b|8 ^terciae in battle, 

Bj you tntn’d ont to grass widi catde ; 

For ffl&ce I am deny’d access 
To aU eartbly happiness, 

Am fallen from the Paradise 
Of your good graces, and fair eyes ; 

Lost to the world, and you, I ’m sent 
To everlasting banishment ; soo 

Where all the hopes I had t’ have won 
Your heart, being dash’A will bifeak my own. 

Yet if you were not so severe 
To pass your doom before you hear, 

You ’d finA upon my just de&nce, 

How much you ’ve wrong’d my innocence. 

That once 1 made a vow to yon. 

Which yet is unperform’d, ’tis true ; 

But noi because it is unpaid, , 

’Tis violated, though delay’d : sio 

Or, if it were, it is no fimlt, 

Bo heinous as you ’d have it tii^i{^t ; 

To undergo the loss of eara 
Like vttl^ haiAney peijnrers : 
for Iktere 's^a difference in the case, 

Between tba noble and the base i 



t0is ism «!jkin» ui. 


Wao alvajpB 

UpoB as difoMir wmaimt : ' > 

Tfafi <Hie for @rek ao^ ymf^ ckaie, 

To aalre, ia honwir, i%l 5 r ftvf a ; 

For aaao are ^.«o do il soonoiv^ • 

Thao lliose arho ’re nicrat of Usteir k>DOar 
'Hie otliia*, for t»80 «rd ' 
F(wswear and peijnio hj the 'day ; 

And make th’ exposing and retalHng 
Their souls, and eotmcienceiV o ealHng. 

It is BO scandal, m>r aspendon^ 

Upon a great and noble person, 

To say, he nat’rally abhorr’d 

Th’ old fashion’d tridc, to keep hie trord ; 

Though ’tis perfidiousness and dUtsi^ 

In meaner men, to do the same : 

For to be able to forget 
Is found more useful to the great 
Than gout, or deafoess, or bad eyes, 

To make ’em pass for arondrous vise. 

But though the lav, on peijurers. 

Inflicts the forfeiture of ears. 

It is not justk that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish th’ innocent ; 

To make the ears repair the vrong 
Committed by di’ d^orem’d tongue ; 
And, vhen one member is foravom. 
Another to be cropp’d or tom. 

And if yon should, as you demgn, 

By course of lav^ recover mine, ' 

You ’re like, if you con8i(for right. 

To gain but Ht^ honour by \ 

For he that for his ladyV sake ^ ‘ 

Lays dovn bis lifo^ or'limbi^ etslA 



tia he tbkt Iwr. 

IQils j6 *1^ «ii|airai^y)^^ 1 hare dose, 
idtiumgli je 1101 dis^ 0 oini ; 

IN; sentaoee jriN you rathcsr ought 
T esteem go<^ BerTioe,'than a &ult. 
Besides, oaths Are n0 bound to bear 
'Hiatiiteral sense the ’ffords infw ; 

But, by ^ prad;ice of the age, 

Are to be jigged hov &r ib‘ engage ; 

And, trhme the sense by custom’s chedi’d. 
Are found roid and of none effect. 

For no man takes or keeps a vow, 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th’ obliged to be so brittle, 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper’d blades are found, 
Before they break, to bend quite round. 

So truest oaths are still most tough, 

And, though they bow, are breaking proof. 
Then wherefore should they not b’ ^owed 
In love a greater latitude 1 
For, as the law of arms approves 
AH ways to conquest, so should Love's ; 
And not be ty’d to true or false. 

But make that justest di&t prevails : 

For how can that which is above 
All empire, high and mighty Love, 

Submit its great prero^ve 

To any other power alive 1 

Shall Love, that to no crown ipves place. 

Become th$ subject of a case 1 

The fonda^ntal law of Nature 

Be overruled by those made aftm! 



i>A»rfMl& tenpom. 

Cofiimit tito mimi* «fl«s numi 
To any, 

*Lovo, tiwt’B tbo 
Thftt le^ aU BOida of 
Controls tibe pcmir of 9^ 

And gives mankind ir date ; 

The life Nature diat mitoteB, 

As &st as Tiae» Death devoffiih ; 

To •whose free gift ^ woiM dees me. 
Not only Barth, bttt Heaven too : 

For love *8 the only trade that 's driven, 
The interest of state in Heaven, 

Which nothing, but the soul of man, 

Is capable to onterti^n. 

For •what can Earth produce, but love. 
To represent the joys above ? 

Or who, but lovers, can converse, ' 

Like angels, by tiie eye^disconrse ? 
Address and compliment by vision, 
Make love and court by intuition 1 
«And bum in amorous flames as fierce 
As those celestial ministers ? 

Then how can any thing offend, 

In order to so great an end t 
Or Heaven itself a sin resmit. 

That for its own sup^dy was meant ? 
That merits, in a kind mistrice, 

A pardon for ih’ offence’s sake 1 
Or, if it did not, but the cause 
Were left to th’ injury of hews, 

What tyranny can (Msappove 
iThere should be equity in kwe I 
For laws that are inai^aate, « 

And feel no aeiMe of love or lu%' 
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... 

Her ptf to be wro^t 
A*e <Maly prep^ to iafiict 

ciii<ctw^ as ttriet ; 

But to hive pover to foi^^ire 
^ em]^, «]d p^rogatire ; 
l^nd ’tisln eroves a oobler gem 
To giant a ptnrdon, than condemn, 
l^eh, sittoe so few do what they ought, 

"Tis giea* t’ indulge a well-meant fault ; 

For why ehouid he who made address, 

All hnmble ways, without success. 930 

And met with nothmg in return. 

But insolence, afironts, and scorn, 

Not strire by wit to countermine, 

And bravely carry his design 1 
He who was used so unhie a soldier, 

. Blown up with philtres of love-powder ; 

And, after letting blood, and purging. 

Condemn’d to voluntary scourging ; 

Alarm’d with many a horrid fright. 

And claw’d by goUins in the night ; 940 

Insulted on, reviled, and jeer’d. 

With rude invasion of his beard ; 

And,»when your sex was foully scandall’d. 

As foully by the rabble handled ; 

Attack’d by despicable foes. 

And drubb’d with mean and vulgar blows ; 

And, after idl to be debarr’d 
So much as standing on his guard ; 

When horses, being spurt'd and prick’d. 

Have leave to kick, for being kick’d t « 950 

Ot why should you, whose mother-wits 
Are forais^’d with all perquisites, 
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That with ymt ibiBecfeg teeth b^a, , m 
And nursing babies &at lie k» 

%B’ allow'd to put all tridb npoa 
Our cully sei, and we use none ? 

We, who Imye nothing but fraH tows 
Against your stratagems t’ oppose, 

Or oaths more feeble than your own, 

By which we are no kss put down ! m 

You wound, like Parthians, while you fly, ^ 
And kill with a retreating eye : 

Retire the more, the more we press. 

To draw us into ambushes : 

As pirates ill false colours wear, 

T' entrap th’ unwary mariner ; 

So women, to surprise us, spread 
The borrow’d flags of white and red ; 

Display ’em thicker on their cheeks, 

Than their old grandmothers, the Piets ; sro 
And raise more devils with their looks, 

Tlian conjurers' less subtle books : 

Lay trains of amorous intrigues, 

In towers, and curls, and periwigs, 

With greater art and cunning rear’d, 

Than Philip Nye's thanksgiving beard ; ^ 
Prepost'rously t' entice and gain 
ITiose to adore 'em they disdain ; 

And only draw 'em in to clog, 

With idle names, a catalogue. m 

A lover is, the more he's brave, 

T' his mistress, but the more a slave ; 

And whatsoever she commands, 
becomes a favour from her bands ; 

* *■ Philip N:re'*s thankflgiving be»fd : ’ one of the Awen^ljr of Divines, verf 
mimrkableforthesingiUnlWt^lii^ ieo » poem III Uie ^Eemsinf/ 
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wlddi he ’e t* hhejr, ftttd i&«t^ m 

Whether it be m 
I^ea vbe& he k o^ptSTi by her 
T adtentare; he voold else forbear, 

Who, vith Mateotir, ccm withstand, 

Since force is ^eater than command 1 m 
And, when neceKity’s obey’d) 

Nothing can be unjnst or bad : 

And therefore, when Ihe mi^ty powers 
Of Love, our great ally, aid yoms, 

Join’d forces not to be withstood 
By irail enamour’d flesh and Mood ; 

All I have done nnjust or ill. 

Was in obedience to your will ; 

And all the blame that mi be due, 

Palls to your raruelty and you. looo 

No^ are those scandals 1 confess’d 
Against my will and interest ^ 

More than is daily done, of course, | 

By all men when they ’re under fo#«l : 

Whence some, upon the rack, confess 
What th’ hangman and their prompters please ; 
But are no sooner out of pain. 

Than they deny it all again. 

But, when the Devil turns confessor. 

Truth is a crime, he takes no pleasure loio 
To hear or pardon, like the founder 
Of liars, whom they all claim under : 

And therefore, when I told him none, 

1 think it was tiie wiser done. 

Nor am 1 without precedent, 

The first that on th’ adventdM went ; 

All mankind ever did of conr|^ ^ 

And duly does the sam^ or 
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PAXit iamo in. 

For wh«t romitJife sSiiOV » 

That had a lady ^ reoofea', 

^A.nd did ndt a nB<£l# OCW^ 

To fail aboard ia his amixirs 1 
And what at &nit was hdd a crimei, 

Has tam’d to honoiuablo is Ume- 
To what a height did iafimt Reps, 

By raviidiing of womeo, ooip 1 
When mea upon thair spooses seh^ 

And freely auunied where they {leased : 
They ne’er forswore themsdre% nor ly’d, 
Nor, in the mind they were in, dy’d ; 

Nor took the puns t’ address and sue, 

Nor play’d the masquerade to woo ; 
Disdain’d to stay for friends’ consents, 

Nor juggled about settlements ; 

Did need no licence, nor no priest. 

Nor friends, nor kindred, to assist ; 

Nor lawyer^ to join land and money. 

In th' holy state of matrimony, 

Before they settled hands and hearts 
'Till alimony, or death, departs : 

Nor would endure to stay until 
They 'd got the very bride’s good-wili i 
But took a wise and shorter coarse 
To win the ladies — downright force : 

And justly made ’em {nisoners ther^ 

As they hare, often since, us men : 

With acting plays, and dancing jigs, 

The luckiest of all Lore’s intriguei i 
And, when they had tiiem at their pleasure 
Then talk’d of me and flames at Imsure '• 
For, after matrimony ’a orer. 

He that holds ont but half a lorer ' ' 
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Reserves, for every Winute, more loss 

TSian half a year^f love before ; 

For which the dames in ^ntemplation 
%f that \mt way of application, 

Proved nobler wives than e^er were known 
By suit, or treaty, to be won ; 

I And such as all posterity 
Could never equal, nor come nigh. , loso 

For women first were made for men. 

Not men for them. — It follows, then, 

That men have right to every one, 

And they no freedom of their own ; 

And therefore men have power to choose, 

But they no charter to refuse. 

Hence ’tis apparent that, what course 
Soe’er we take to your amours, 

Though by the indirectest way, 

^Tis no injustice, nor foul play ; 1070 

And that you ought to take that coursir 
As we take you, for better or worse 
And gratefully submit to those ^ 

Who you, before another, chose. 

For why should every savage beast ^ 

Exceed his great Lord’s interest t ^ 

Have freer power, than He, in Gra 6 e 

And Nature, o’er the creature has 1 

Because the laws he since has made 

Have cut off all the power he had ; loso 

Retrench'd the absolute dominion 

That Nature gave him over women ; ^ 

When all his power will not jxtend 
One law of Nature to suspeim ; 

And but to offer to repeal 
Ihe small^t dause is to rebel. 



ClOTOm. 

This, if men righdj nnderstood 
Their privilege, they wotdd make good i 
\And not, like sots, permit their wea 
T’ encroach on their prerc^ives ; 

For which sin tihjy deserve to be 
Kept, as they are, in slavery: 

And this some precious gifted teachers, 
UnreVrently reputed leachers, 

, And disobey’d in making love, 

Have vow'd to all the world to prove, 
And make ye suffer, as you ought, 

For that uncharitable fault. 

But I forget myself, and rove 
Beyond th' instructions of my love. 

Forgive me, Fair, and only blame 
Th’ extravagancy of my flame, 

Since 'tis too much at once to show 
Excess of love and temper too : 

All I have said that ’s bad and true, 
Was never meant to aim at you ; 

Who have so sovereign a control 

0 er that poor slave of yours, my soul, 
That, rather than to forfeit you, 

Has ventured loss of Heaven too ; 

Both with an equal power possess’d, 

I'o render all that serve you bless'd : 

But none like him, who 's destined either 
To have or lose you both together. 

And if you ’ll but this fault release 
(For so it must be, since you please), 

1 ’ll pay down all that vow, and more, 
JVMch you commanded, and I swore ; 
And expiate, upon my skin, 

Th' arrears in full of aU my sin. 
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buyb Jolt pay 

1!i’ Aomui^ p^i!iiiiifi«iir.fi:^ deUy ; 

Wydi elall m4i(m, until it uwve 
^i<)|rour equal and jour bre. 

•'» 

The Knight, perowg tbs Epistle, 
Believed b had bro^ht her to his whistle ^ 
And read it like a jocund bver, 

Witt great applause, t' himself, twice over ; 
Subscnbed his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance to his wit ; 

And dated it with wondrous art, 

Given from th’ bottom of his heart ; 

Then seal’d it with his coat of love,^ , 

A smoking fagot,— and above, ^ 

Upon a scroll — “ I bum and weep,” 

And near it— “ For her Ladyship, 

Of all her sex most excellent. 

These to her gentle hands present : ” 

Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 

With lessons how t’ observe and eye her. 

She first consider’d which was better, 

To send it back, or burn tite letter : 

But, guessing that it might import. 

Though nothing else, at least her sport, 

She open’d it, and read it out, 

With many a smUe and leering flout } 
Resolved to answer it in kind, 

And thus perfum’d wh<4 ^e dedgn’d^' 

THE LADT’a AJrSWEB TO THE KHIOHW 

That yon ’re a beast, and turn’d to grass, 
Is no strai^^e news, nor ever was. 


1121 


1188 ' ' 


IHO 


1160 



PACT TBI8D. UI. W 

At least to ime, ii|i6 yoa Inow, un 

Did from the pimd leptem yoti,^ ' ' 

VWheQ both jonr sword «nd e^tors were vo«t 
1& combat, by aa Amasoa : 
niat sword, that*did (like ?ate) detennme 
llh' inevitaUe death of rwmhB, 

Jhd aerer dealt its lurioiiS bito«% 

Silt cat the throats of nid cowa 
By TruUa waa> io ffiug^ight, 

Disarm’d and wrestdo^m its EBi||^t iito 
- Your heels degraded of your 
And in the stocks close prisoners, 

Where still they ’d lain, in base reatramt. 

If I, in pity of your complaint, 

Had not, on honourable conditicnw. 

Released ’em from the worst of prisons ; 

And what return that favour met, 

You cannot (though you would) foiget ; 

When, being free, you strove t’ evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 1170 

Forswore yourself, and first deny’d it, 

But after own’d and justified it : 

And when you 'ad falsely broke one vow. 

Absolved yourself, by br^ing two. 

For while you sneakingly submit. 

And beg for pardon at our feet. 

Discouraged by your guilty fears. 

To hope for quarter fiw your ears. 

And, doubting, 'twas in vain tonne, 

You daim us boldly as your due; nsa 

Dedaie that treachery tmd force, 

•To deal with us, is th’ only course ; 

< •XqMn;’ Uwnleaiii«afina^oro(b«foedB,diiilif&^withiai«tr 
to tiiiw tho 



we^muL 


We i^re ao ^e^ior pi^esce 
To b(^, Boul, Qf oMtee ; - 
Bat ottgl^t to 1^ to that man’s share 
'I'Kwt <^ms bI fi» his proper ware. 

f ise ate motites whidt t’ induce, 

fri^t us into lore, you use ; 

A pretty new way of galkutiu^ 
Between edkiting and ranting ; 

Like sturdy be^ars, that entreat 
For charity at once and threat. 

But, skiee you undertake to prove 
Your own propriety in lore, 

As if we were but lawful prize 
In war between two enemies ; 

Or forfeitures, which every lover. 

That would but sue for, might recover ; 
It is not hard to understand 


The myst’ry of this bold demand ; 

That cannot at our persons aim. 

But something capaUe of claim. 

’Tis not those paltiy counterfeit 
French stones, which in our eyes you set, 
< But our right diamonds, that inspire 
And set your am’rous hearts on fire ; 

Nor can those fabe St Martin’s beads 


Which on our lips you lay for reds. 
And make us wear, like Indian dames,^ 
Add fuel to your scorching flames ; 

But those true rabies of the rock, 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 

*Tis not those orient pearls, our teeth, 
That you are so traniported with ; 
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PASTfSaS}. 

I 

Bat tbose ire vMf JbcHit oar ' i 2 ]« 

Produce those amorone effects ; [ ’ •» 

ij^or is ’t those threads of ^lid, oar hair. 

The periwigs joa make na wear ; 

But &ose bri^t guineas in our treats, 

That light the wildfire in jour breasts. laao 

These love-tricks I Ve been versed in so, 

That all their sly intrigues I know ; 

And can unriddle by their twos, 

Their mystic cabals and jargons : 

Can tell what passions, by their sounds, 

Pine for the beauties of my grounds ; 

What raptures fond and amorous 
O’ th’ charms and graces of my house : 

*What ecstasy, and scorching flame. 

Burns for my money, in my name; isso 

What, from th’ unnatural desire 
To beasts and cattle, takes its fire ; 

What tender sigh,' and trickling tear. 

Longs for a thousand pounds a-year; 

And languishing transports are fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 

These are th’ attracts wKch most men fall ^ 
Enamour’d, at first sight, withal ; 

To these th’ address which serenades. 

And court with balls and masquerades; iS40 
And yet, fw all the yearning pain 
Ye’ve suffer’d for their loves, in vain, 

1 fear they ’ll prove so nice and cc^, 

To have, and t’ hold, and to enjoy; 

That, all your oaths and labour lost* 

.They ’ll ne’er tom Ladies of the Post 
This is not meant to disapprove 
Your jadgment, m your dmice of kwe, 
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Of UMplind # »». ; 

For 1m flNdii Jilp A (Jeo^ARd,^ ^ 

StiU fiifl to Rwn«r of ; S 

And, where ^fa»'e sRhslitmce w*4te grRanA 
Cannot tent be wore hrm and sotinif" •- 
'Than that which hw the slighter basis 
Of airj Tirtua, wit, and ^aces ; 

Whkh is of sjwh thin subtlety. 

It steals and creeps in at the eye, 

And, as it can’t «id«re to stay, 

Stesds out again as nice a way. . i 26 « 

But love, that its extraction ovfns 
From solid gold and precious stones, 

Must, like its shining parents, prove 
As solid and as glorious love. 

Hence ’tis, you have no way t’ express 
Our charms and graces but by these; 

For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth. 

Which beauty invades and conquers with, 

But rubiea pearls, and diamonds, 

With which a philtre love commandsi isro 

This is the way all parents |^e 
In managing their children’s loTt|< 

That force ’em t’ intermarry andired. 

As if th’ were burying pf the dead ; 

Cast earth to earth, as in the grave, 

To join in wedlock all they have; 

AnA when the aettlm&mit ’s in fwree, 

Take all the rest, for better or wwiie : 

For money has a poww above > 

The stws, and Fate, to Buuiage liove; . wso 

* 'DiodtaS*' kedl^(SinB,arniiScrfiiiftiMitoOod,fcrtMpMificatlon 
«f Ui wntS In «M* tf nMiattait. 
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Whose ]|ki«ts hd^ ' mi 

That never ume^ arh %il|[ ghhL 
And, though sohie &e pai^s^ c^duil 
To make love hi lA^ d!iil#en’B niiaee, 

Who, mmj times, at (mee fiikividd 
The nurse, the huiAbiaid, aid Ihe biHde, 

Feel darts and fkatpm, athteets and flames, 

And iVoo and edntract in their nsMes; 

And,' as they diristen, use td manT 'em, 

And, like tiieir go8si|)8, answer for 'em : laeo 

Is not to ^re in mitrimony, 

But sell' and prostitute for mottej. 

'Tis better than their own betrothing, 

Who often do ’t for worse than nothing : 

And, when they 're at their own dispose. 

With greater disadvantage dioose. 

All this is right ; but, for the course 
You take to do ’t, by foaud, or force, 

'Tis so ridiculous, as soon 

As told, 'tis never to be done ; mo 

No more^han setters can betray, 

That teH what tricks they are to pky. 

Upriage, at best, is but a row. 

Which aU men either bretdt, or bow : 

Then what whl (hose forbear to do. 

Who peijure, when they do but woo ? 

Such as beforehand swear and lie. 

For earnest to their treadbiery ; 

And, rather than a crime confess 

With greater strive to make it IMb 1 isio 

like thieves, after sentence past, 

.Maintain their hm’oence to the hut; 

And when their orimee were made appear, 

As plain as witaMes emi swear. 
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vhea tine come to die, 

(>^e t^OQ* doath a lie. 

Nor are the tirtnw jofl' confess’d 
T* yoor fiither, as you guess’d, 

^ alight, as to be ja8ti^(^ 

By being as shamefeUy deny’d'; 

As if you thought your vord irould pass. 
Point-blank, on both sides of a case ; 

Or CTedit wer^ not to be lost, 

B’ a brave Knight-errant of the Post, 

That eats, peiddiously, his word, 

And sweatrs his ears thro’ a two-inch board ; 
Can own the same thing, and disown. 

And perjure booty, joro and con; 

Can make the Gospel serve his turn. 

And help him out to be forsworn ; 

When ’tis laid hands upon, and kiss’d, 

To be betray’d and sold, like Christ. 

These are the virtues, m whose name 
A right to all the world you claim. 

And boldly challenge a dominion, 

In grace and nature, o’er all women : 

Of whom no less will satisfy, 

'Than all the sex, your tyranny. 

Although you’ll find it a hard province. 
With all your crafty frauds and covins, 

To govern such a num’rous crew. 

Who, one by one, now govern you : 

For if you all were Solomons, 

And wise and great as he was once, 

You’ll find they ’re able to subdue 
(As they did him) and baffle you. 

And, if you are imposed upofl, 

’Tis by your own temptation done. 
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pijtT in. 

Itiat wiUi jOwr igama^ “Titei. A* 

And teiu^ us h^^^ to qae ths sl^t ; .< 

¥m when we find ye "re stiU more t«)cen 
with &lse Attracte df omr owq mslmg, 
Swear that ’s a rose, sad that a ston^ 

Like sots, to us that laid it on ; 

And what we did Imt sUghtly prime, 

Most ignorantly daub in rhyme ; 

You force us, in our own defences, 

To copy beams and influences ; 

To lay perfections on the graces. 

And dran^ttracts upon our faces ; 

Add, iu compliance to your wit, 
nlfour own false jewels counterfeit.. 

For, by the practice of those arts, 

We gain a greater share of hearts ; 

And those deserve in reason most. 

That greatest pains and study cost : 

For great perfections are, like Heaven, 

Too rich a present to be given. 

Nor are those master-strokes of beauty 
To be perform’d without hard’ duty ; 
Which, when they ’re nobly done, and well 
The simple natural excel. 

How fair and sweet the planted rose 
Beyond the wild in hedges grows ! 

For, without art, the noblest seeds 
Of flow’rs degenerate into weeds. 

How dull and digged, ere ’tis ground 
And polish’d, looks a diamond I 
Though Paradise were e’er so feir, 

It was not kept so, without care, 
the whole world, without art and diqss, 
Would be but one great wilderness ; 
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nfi contetr’d. 

IliitMl 1^ «itd design, 

L«sW^ H ,«tid i^e» 

Tbu^ ftsA 1^ 

Tet men we t&ade ifor &em ngm : 
for when (outwitted by bis wife) 
liiu) first turn'd tesfant but for life, iS90 

i women bad not inteirened, 

If soon bad mankind had an end ! 
id that it is in being yet, 

To UB alone you are in debt 
And where 's your liberty of dioice, 

And our unnatural No-toice \ 

Since all the pririlege you boast 

And fabely usurp’d, or rainly lost 

Is now our right to whose creation 

You owe your lu^py restoration woo 

And if we had not weighty cause 

To not appear in, making laws, 

We could, in spite of all your tricks, 

And shtdlow fermal politics, 

Force you our managements t’ obey, 

As we to yours (in show) gire way. ' 

HiHoe 'tis that while you vidhly strite 
T’ advance your high prewf ative, 

You basely, after all youT l^ves. 

Submit and own yourselves our davee : wio 

And ’cause ire do no* make it known, 

Nor publicly int’fasts otn ; 
lake sots, otiose we hare no diares 
In otderi^ you and yow sffiun, 

When dB your empire sad oomfimnd 
Y<m have from us ai S6cmidd»iid : 



PAHT Ttfa®. .CAurf in, ^ 

As if a pilot, tMt spears * uir 

To sit still only while he 'iSteort, 
does not iidko a nOise and Sth', 

Like every conripon mariner, 

Knew nothing of the card, hor atar. 

And did not guide the ipan tifVar : 

Nor we, be^dse We don't i^pear 
In councils, do nOt gown &ere : 

While, like the mighty PresteT John, 

Whose person none dares look upon, 

But is preserved in close disguise, 

From<ppteg made cheap to vulgar eyes, 

W’ t||| 4 y as large a power unseen, 

'Bj^l^em him, as he does men : uso 

And, in the right of our Pope Joan, 

Make emp’rors at our feet fall down ; i 
Or Joan de Pucel’s braver name ^ 

Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

Who, though a spinster, yet was able 
To serve France for a Grand Constable. 

We make and execute all laws. 

Can judge the judges and the Cause ; 

Prescribe all rules of right or wrong > 

To th’ long robe and the longer tongue ; i44o 
’Gainst which the World has no defence, - 
But our more powerM Sequence. 

We manage things of greatest weight. 

In all the world’s affairs Of state ; 

Are ministers of war and peace, 

That sway all natimis, hovr we please. 


’ ‘M»k<^«inp’iai» »tonr ft«t M dtfinl;’ iHBffiiStoh)p»SU«*«ndMin., 

who fcid a mestmg with the&nperor Fiodsic BiibaioasaatTeBioe, and art 
hia Aatoa hbawki — * Joaa da PocetTi brnrer awna:' Joa* of Aia,aaBad 
alao the Paodla, or Haid (^Oilaaiit> 
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m:,- 

} ^ 

role ^ and &eir flodi^ uit 

fi^idictd <lid 4 ^liodoii 
Aad aro heavenly vdicles 
O' 111’ e^iii ih efi Conventicles : 

By ns is tdi commeitse and trade 
Improved, and managed, mid decay'd ; 

For nothing can go off so vreO, 

Nor bears that price, as what we sell 
We role in eveiy public meeting, 

And make men do what we judge fitting ; 

Are magistrates in all great towns, 

Where men do nothing but wear gowna 
We make the man of war strike sail 
And to our braver conduct ved,^ * 

And, when h’ has chased his enemies?.;^' 

Submit to us upon his knees. " 

Is there an officer of state, 

Untimely raised, or magistrate, 

That ’s haughty and imperious t 
He ’s but a journeyman to us ; 

That, as he gives us cause to do % 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. 

We are your guardians that increase 
Or waste yom fortunes how we please ; 1470 

And, as you humour us, can deal, ■ ' 

In all your matters, ill or well 

'Tis we that can dispose alone. 

Whether your heirs sfa^ be your own, 

To whose integrity you must. 

In ^ite of all your caution, trust ; 

And, less you fly beyond the seas. 

Can fit you with what heirs we please ; 

* ^ And p m bratwr oonduoi veil aHiiliiRg mMb to Bt WiUiem 
Walter. 
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And fim» fva. %' ova 'em, 4^i»]gii|e|{at|ea un 
By Talet% or > 

Hmr «ea Ute i^oKHweBt'epne 
l^mil, oaten to loake aa vorse ; 

W19 stiU, the hnsl^er ve nv need 
Are fortoer of from being rodaoed ; 

And scorn t’ abute, tear any i% 

The least punctalios ci our vilte 
Force does Wt whet ow vita t* ap^iy 
Arts, bom mth us, for remedy ; 

Which all your politics, as yet. 

Have ne’er been able to defeat : uw 

Bpr, when f hare ti/d all sorts of vays, 
fl^t fools d’ ve make of you in plays 1 
l|pi all the farours ve afford. 

Are but to girt you vith a svord. 

To fight our battles in our steads. 

And hare your brains beat out 0 ’ your brads ; 
Encounter, in despite of Nature, 

And fight at once, vith fire and vater. 

With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas, 

Our pride and vanity t’ appease ; isoo 

Kill one another, and cut throats. 

For our good graces and brat thoughts ; 

To do your exercise for honour. 

And hare your brains beat out the sooner ; 

Or crack’d, as learnedly, upon 
Things that are never to be knovn ; 

And stiH appear the more industrious, 

The more your projects are prepost’nms : 

To square the <^e of toe arts, « 

A^ run stark mad to toov your parii ; isio 
Expound toe orade of lavs, 

And tom toem vhidi vay ve see caule ; 





> our l^od ngo&H im 

.. sIftW m Sip|ta tU eftgtgeaieirfi. 

And M 1^17 foi^m 
Yott nhdy Iwa^ to wy down (Wt 8 ; 

Aod what in ml ralne ’s ivOAting 
Supply wiUi rapoarii^ and to,iUng ; 

Because yourselves are 

, And stoop to one another's pritte ; 1520 

Believe vre have as little wit 
^ To be out-hedior’d and sutanit ; 

By your example, lose that ri^ 

In keaties, which we gain’d in fight ; 

AnA terrify’d into an awe, 

Pass on ourselves a Salic ^ law : 

Or, as some nations use, give place. 

And truckle to your mighty race ; ® 

Let men usurp th’ unjust dominion. 

As if they were the better women. leso 

t 

* ^ Salic: ’ the law«m<mg the Frendi, derived from the Salic Franks, ex* 
eluding women from inheritances and the throne. — * ‘ Truckle to your 
mighty race the S|nmish ladies do 8o» 
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THE ELEPHANT IN THE MOONA 

A lbabn'd Society of late, 

The glory of a foreign state, 

Agreed, upon a summer’s night, 

To search the Moon by her own light ; 

To take an invent’ry of all 
Her real estate, and personal ; 

And make an accurate survey 
Of all her lands, and how they lay ; 

As true as that of Ireland, where 

The sly surveyors * stole a shire ; lo 

T observe her country, how 'twaa planted ; 

With what sh’ abounded most, or wanted ; 

And m^e the proper’st observations, 

For settle-ing of new plantations. 

If the Society should incline 
T attempt so glorious a design. 

* These lemains are undoubtedly genuioef altbongh fragmentary. Butler 
kfl them with bis friend, W. Longneville of had mnd him 

from starving, and buried him. His son^ Charki Longfievllle, bequeathed 
them tonne John Oarke, Esq. ; and by lam they were hiided to Mr Thyer. 
(See * * Ekpimt in the Moon; ’ n satire on ibe Boyal So<^ 
and Sir Keel (8w ')--** ^Sinvayme:^ Sfr Petty and others 

in Cromwell's lime. , 
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1^, of <3iejr meeting, i7 

t(^, TitoJi 4 time as fitting ; 

; Wheit .«t t|f iW W iodiant li^t 

’ And infinaOBd too were at iheir height. 

And nov the lofty tube, the scale 
With whidji they .HeaVn itiejf assaiU 
Was mounted' fbU against the Moon ; 

And all stood ready to fall on, 

Impatient idm timold hare the honour 
To plantftan ensign first upon her. 

Wen one, who for his deep belief 
Waa Virtuoso then in chief. 

Approved tlm most profound, and wise, 

To solve impossibilities, s# 

Advancing gravely, to apply 
To th’ optio-glass his judging eye, 

Ory’d — Strange ! — then reinforced his siglrt, 
Against the Moon with all his might, 

And bent his penetrating brow, 

As if he meant to gaze ber through. 

When all the rest began t’ admire, 

And, like a train, from him took fire, 

Surprised with wonder, befortiumd. 

At what they did not understand, *o 

Cry’d out, impatient to know what 
The matter was they wonder’d at. 

Quoth he, Th’ inhtivitants o’ th’ Moon, 

Who, when the Sun tiiines hot at noon. 

Bo live in cellars under ground 
Of e^t miles deep, and eighty round 
which at once they fmrtify 
Agaioat the Sun, and th’ enemy), 

WMcii. timy count towns m>d cities there, 

Because their people ’s dviler 


so 
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To Uto lifwii the uniier gfi^u»4 ' 

Call'd l^Tdram^ wJbon 
IPeipotmUj m opoa way : “ 

And now Ix^li anoiii, ldg% ' 

Are in a Woody fi|p 1 

And iniuay M m bo^i 
As by the glow 'tis ci^r, «pd 
Look qdckly then, that ot<^ 

May see the fight, befiae 'tis done, so 

With dut a great philosopher, 

Admired, and famous &r and near, 

As one of singular inrentioa, 

But uniTersal comprehenffliCHiik 
Apply’d one eye and half a n(^ 

Unto the optio wgine close : 

For he had lately undertoWi: 

To prove, and publish in a book, 

That men, whose nat’ral eyes are out. 

May, by more pow’rful luct, be brought TO 

To see with th’ empty holes as plain, 

As if their eyes were in agam : 

And, if they chanced to f(dl of those, 

To mtdce an optic oi a ncpe ; 

As clearly it may, by tiiose tbqt wear 
But spectacles, 1^ made appear ; 

By which both senses united 

Does render them mudh bW^ter si^sted 

This great man, having fix’d both s^hts 

To view the fbrmidthte fi^tt^ so 
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eartb, and tiiose wlio io. 



Ik6n ray’d Wit,— 

Hie taBy, 

AM Widiee male a sally 

» 1 ^ 1 ^ iAe eaemy, 

Wim nMr be^ 'to root and fly. 

'Diese silly raothig friTolTans 
Hare er’iy somnter tbeir campaigns, 

And muster, like the vralike sons 
Of Rav-head and cK Bloody-bones, 

As nmneroos as Soland geese 
1’ th’ idands of the Orcades, 

Oonrageously to make a stand, 

And face their neighbours hand to hand ; * 
Until the long’d-for winter ’s come. 

And then return in triumph home. 

And spend the rest o’ th’ year in lies. 

And vap’ring of their victories 
From th’ old Arcadians, they’re beliered 
To be, before the Moon, derired ; 

And when her orb was new raeated. 

To people her, were Ihence translated. 

For, as th' Arcadians were reputed 
Of all the Grecians die most stupid, 

Whom nothing in the world could bring 
To civil life, but fiddle-ing. 

They still retain the antique course. 

And cnstom of their ancestors ; 

And always sing and Addle to • 

Things of the greatest weight they do. 

WhUe thus the leam’d man entertains 
TV assembly with the Prirdvans, 

Anotiier cd as great renown, ’ 

And spBd jndgmraii^ in the Moon, 
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After he had pored k«g'«itd«lUQid 
In tfa* «Bigin^ gave It stal^ esd-lttttred i iso 
Quoth he, A stranger a%lt i^pipeaM 
Than e’er waa seen in efl Ae spheres ! 

A vonder more nnparaSel’A ' 

Than erer mortal tube beheld ; ‘ 

An Elephant from one of those 
Two mighty armies is broke loose, 

And with the horror of the fight 
Appems amazed, and in a fright ; 

Lwk quickly, lest the sight of us 

Should cause tl^e startled beast t’ emboss.^ i3(t 

It is a large one, far more great 

Than e’er was bred in Afric yet ; 

From which we boldly nlay infer. 

The Moon is much the fruitfiiUer. 

And, since the mighty Pynhus brought 
Those liTing castles first, ’tis thought, 

Agmnst the Romans, in the field, 

It may an argument be held 
(Arcadia being but a piece, 

As his dominions were, of Qreece) uo 

To prove, whatt this iUustrious person 
Has made so noble a discourse on ; - 
And amply satisfy'd us all ' 

Of th’ Privolvans’ originid. 

That Elq>hant8 are in the Moon, 

•Though we had now ^hscover'd noib, 

• 

* ‘ a kind of oommendo^ |>y Bvelyn. ‘ To 

emboBs:* ie,, tokidokiina^ ^ 



^ 'iwiapi. 


of iMttioQB ; 
HoftTeo^Ijijko « Ta^^a I«r4e» 

Wi& gi«at wd mud’roas d^ves is stored : 
And, if the Mo(m produce by Nature 
of so va^ a stature, 

’lil' consequent, ilie sboukl bring forth 
Far greater beasts, too, than the llarth 
(As by the aeeounts a^ears 
Of all ou!r great’st discoverers), 

And, that those monstrous, creatures there 
Are not such rarities as here. 

Meanwhile the rest had, had a sight 
Of all particulms o’ th’ hght ; 

And eVry man with equal care, ' 

Perused of th’ Flephant his share, 

Proud of his int'rest iu the gloiy 
Of so miraculous a story ; 

When one, who for his excellence 
In height’ning words, and shad’wing sense. 
And magnifying tdl he writ, 

With carious microscopic wit, 

Was magnify’d himself no less 
In home and foreign colleges, 

Began, launsported with the twang 
Of his own t^lo, thus t’ harangue : 

Most excellent and vtrfoons^ friends. 

This great discovery mahes amends 
For all our unsoooessful pains. 

And lost expense cd dme and brains : 

* 

‘ 'FMwwt.'Vla, «wV«eM*,e«BUwItiiliiavoidmHk 
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For, bf 4yii iflSd 1 . i^' 

WeVeg9«i#gw«W^a#eis#i * ’ 


*Wi& all ipitktij|^ tiiRt ilKSfiicl CNI y 
To carry this tbaa^iva^uc^ Iftl • 

Homo to tlii door o£ et^ 

And pUral to’ aiM;ry of (Mr i^bati 
Againto toeir jpitmieBt magitoinder ; 

To strrito w ^ x- 

Th’ extent of planetai7 ^otoid ; < 

And fix onr engines and'OUt enignl 

Upon toe fix’d stars’ vaM dimtosions iso 

(Which Archimede, so long ago, 

Durst not presume to 'wish to do), , 

And proTo, if they are otoer sudS» 

As some have held opinions. 

Or windows in to' empyreum, 

From whence toose bright effluvias come 
Like flames of fire (as others guess) > 

That shine i’ th’ months of furnaces. 

Nor is this all -we hare acfaieTed, 

But more, henceftirth to be believed, ado 

And hare no more our best dm%1is, 

Because they’re ours, believed ill signs. 

I” out-throw, and stretch, and to tolatge. 

Shall now no more be kid t’ onf toalge ; 

Nor shall our ablest rirtaosos 
Prove arguments fer ct^eOtoosses ; 

Nor toose device^ tost are kid 
Too truly (m ns, sot those made 
Hereafter, gain belief among 
.Our stricteat judges, i%ht, or wrckg i sio 

Nor skdl onr past mtcfertnnes mote 
Be toai;^ u^ toe ancient somet 




I s 

1^9 more <m d(^ young 

HtJce wen 8<u|X»<^ # st^ i’ tk’ .wrong ; 
Nor n«W'km$itied (ktoiots draw 
The boys to lOOliirHS us, without law ; 

Hw putting pigs t’ a bit(ki to nurse, 

To ’em in^ mongrel-curs, 

Make ikem suspect our skiUls are brittle, 
And hold too muck wit, or too little : 
Nor shall our speculations, whether 
An elder-stick will sare the leather 
Of schoolboys’ breeches from the rod. 
Make all we do appear as odd. 

This one discovery’s enough, 

To take all former scandals off— ■ 

But, since the world ’s incredulous 
Of all our scrutinies, and us ; 

And with a prejudice prevents 
Our best and worst experiments 
(As if th’ were destined to miscarry, 

In consort try'd, or solitary) ; 

And since it is uncertain when 
Such wonders will occur again, 

Let us as cautiously contrive 
To draw an exact narrative 
Of what we eVry one can swear, 

Our eyes themselves have seen appear ; 
That, when we publish the account, 

We all may take our oaths upon 't 
This said, they all, with one consent, 
A^!eed to draw up th’ instiumeat, 

And, for the gen’ral satls&ction. 

To print it in the next Tramcthn. 
But, whilst the <hie& were dn^g up 
This siaraage mem<m o' th’ telesocpe, 
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One, peeping in tbe tube by cboace. 
Beheld 4^ Elephanti adranoe, 

And, from the -vrest e^e of &e Moon, 

*ro th’ eaet was in a moment gone. 

This being related, gave a i^p 
To vhat ^e rest were drawing np ; 

And eViy man, amaaed anew, 

How it could possibly be true, 

That any beast should run a race 
So monstrons, in so short a space, 
Resolved, howe'er, to make it good, 

At least, as possible as he could ; 

And rather his own eyes condemn, 

Than question what he ’d seen with them. 

While all were thus resolved, a man, 

Of great renown there, thus began : 

'Tis strange, I grant ! But who can say 
What cannot be, what can, and may. 
Especially at so hugely vast 
A distance, as this wonder ’s placed ; 
Where the least error of the sight 
May show things false, but never right 1 
Nor can we try them, so fer off. 

By any sublunary proof. 

For who can say that Nature there 
Has the same laws she goes by here 1 
Nor is it like she has infused 
In ev’ry species, there produced. 

The same efforts she does confer 
Upon the same productions here ; 

Since those with u% <ff several ns^dns. 
Have such prodigious vseriations ; 

And she affects so nnudi to use 
Variety in aO she does. 
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Eenee m,f W tbftt, tfab’ I igMnt 
WeVe seea^ W iSj&tm tk l3«^Bt, 
'Hiat Mepkaifat diffcAr so 
From those l^b the earth below, 

Bodi in lus bulk, iuid fortie, and speed, 
As being of a dilTniat breed : 

That, Iho’ our own are but slow-paced, 
Theirs there may fly, or run as fast ; 
And yet be Mephants no less, 

Than those of Indian pedigrees. 

This said, another of great worth, 
Famed for his learned works put forth. 
Look’d wise, then saiA All this is true, 
And learnedly observed by you ; 

But there *s another reason for’t. 

That falls but very little short 
Of mathematic demonstration. 

Upon an accurate calculation. 

And that is—As the Earth and Moon 
Do both move contrary upon 
Their axes, the rapidity 
Of both their motions cannot be 
But so prodigiously fast. 

That vaster spaces may be pass’d 
In less time than the beast has gone. 
Though he 'd no notion of his own ; 
Which we can take no measure of 
As you have clear’d by learned proof. 
This granted, we may b(fldly thence 
Lay dsum f a nobler inference ; 

And make thfk great phenomenon 
(Were there no other) serve alone, 

To clear the grand hypothesis 
Of th’ motion of the Earth from this. 



1:1^ 

«U 

As men itif wl^jf 
Awlaude<l l&i^^Mniaii dt^ite,'j 
And jgriw ifojtpgjg' resMnWf^ 

By hating, dll dooH 

Than if it new ^ M’d flat f m 

And, to cosl}dfltf ilidir $rii|rM^ « 

Agreed f insett &is ^i:«nge re^etA 
But, while they wejHS .diverted i^l 
With wording the H#iori*l, 

TSie footboys, for diTewdon tex^ 

As having nothing else to do. 

Seeing the telescope at leisure, ' 

Tam’d virtuosos for their pleaflsre ; 

Began to gaze upon the Moon, 

As those they waited on, had done, sso 

With monkeys’ ingenuity, 

That love to practke what ttey see ; 

When one, whose turn it was to peep, 

Saw something in the engine creep ; 

And, viewing well, discover’d more 
Than all the lemn’d had done before. 

Quoth he, A little thing is slwik 
Into the long star-gazing tronk ; 

And now is gotten down m nigh, 

I have him just against my eye'. m 

This being overheard by one « 

Who was not so far ovmgrown 
In any virtuous q)eoulatioB, 

To judge with mere tma§inatifl& ; 

Immediately he made a guesa 
At solving all s^peanmees, 

A way far more ngnificmi^ 

Than aS tbesr hinta Ht’ ji^iant ; ^ 

TOIi. n, H 



tie*, ‘ <M 

1P(V']^ had «GiUFce f^Ji^ hu eye 
' 'fo t¥ en^ok^MMtledial^Ay 
' l{e' found, « Mousd was gottlsn in 
*tii$ hoQov tid>e, and shut between 
Hie tiro ^ass windows in rettount. 

Was sweU’d into an Elej^ant^’ 

And'}»ored#e mtiwm occasion 
Of ad this learned dissertatiim. 

And, aa a rfnOuntain beretof(»e 

Was great with child, thej say, and bore sso 

A silly mouse ; this mouse, as strange. 

Brought forth a mountain, in exchange. 

M^while, the rest in consultation 
Had penn’d the wonderful Narration ; 

And set their hands, and seals, and wst,<i‘ 

T’ attest the truth of what they’d 
When this accursed phenomenon ' « 

Confounded all they 'd said or done. 

For ’twas no sooner hinted at. 

But th’ all were in a tumult straight, 87o 

More furiously enraged by fiu*, 

Than those that in the Moon made war. 

To find so admirable a hint. 

When they had all agreed t’ have seen’t, 

And were engaged to make it out. 

Obstructed with a [udtry doubt ; 

When one, whose task was to determine. 

And Bolre th’ appearances cS vermin ; 

Who’d made profound discoveries 
In ftog^ and toads, and rats, and mice 
(Hto’ not so curi(^ ’tis true, 

M muy a wise nt-catcher knew) ; 
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'b’^ 

Afttti!’ be biMl i^4|%EH})midi»'fi|^'^ 

Par nomMng‘010 to . 

b ^f of ^ ip p^ ^iaelntoii : 

Pp, thouf b tbe ll^lppiw ae beesti, , 
Briosgs <tf i^t to f&#ie ro^ 

Ute Moose, beiog b)^ « Tpmia, noae 
Hp tide to, but I idope; 

And tbeipfoie hope, I may be bMd, « 
In my own promoe, wjtb r^;uC 
It is no -wonder we ’w dyd down, 
And made the talk of aH town, 

That ranp and swears, for aU oor great 
Attempts, we bare done nothing yet, 

If eVry one have leave to doubt. 

When some great secret ’s half made out 
And, ’cause perhaps it is not true. 
Obstruct, and ruin all we do. 

As no great act was ever done, 

JJor ever can, with truth alone ; 

If nothing else but truth w’ allow, 

’Tis no great matter what we do. 

For Truth is too reserved, and nice, 

■T appeiur in mix’d societies ; 

Delights in solit’iy abodes. 

And never shows hers^ in crowds 
A sullen litde thing, below ^ 

All matters of pretence and dtow. 

That deal in novelty, mid change. 

Not of things true, but tore and strange. 
To treat the wwld with what is fit, ' 
And proper to its aat’nd wit ; 
llie worid, that nevpr sets esteem , 
On what things are, but vfbat they spsm 




oolj for liiB good fini>iddeQ 1 
. AM tkirefore vitit great {Mrod^Mse does 
Tim fitiU strive to keep it dose ; 
fifHri, IM| ^efOt tra&s’>vere k&ovnti 
Wlw wo^ pot be more updone 1 
For tipth bss alwajs darker in ’t, 

And Ihpo, pmbapa maj cross some bint, 

We bare alreadj agreed upon, 

And vainly frustrate all ire Ve done ; 430 

Only to make new work for Stubs,^ 

And a& die academic dubs. 

How modi dien oo^t we hare a care, 

Ibat no man know above his share ; - 
Nor dare to nnderstand, henceforth, 

More than his conhribntion’s worth : 

That those, who Ve puidu^ oS the co]J|||E 

A share, or half a diare of knowledgte |^^« ' 

And brought in none, but spent 

Should not b’ admitted to di^toKp^ 440 

Nor any man pretend to knoi|fo|^f 

More dum his tihvidend 

For partneradiave been aliniya known 

To cheat dteir public mfieat prone ; 

And, if we do not lode to osza, 

Tis Rare to ran the s^-smse eontae. 

' * Buiiy pliftite •! Wsfwlei^ a kM of Ftramlfos in 

Mm mdpmrn^piMMtA a book no ^Hotiii; or, a 

ofiOiM knlOkadvarioii* 

UiaMi IffOt M * 



Tbis m 

Ai4! fiom 1b& 1tei«4 

^Wved to ipve 

But wiuri; vto S^lielr 

And either &efli, 0 ^ it ifi4 ; 

That tvas iiK»e n^akSk to male 
Things like Tralh, oit of starohg ooneeit, 

Than, vitii toxatiom painraitd iodbt, 

To find, or toink t' hare fintod her oat 
This being resolred, ^ej, one oue, 

Review’d the tube, the Monset-^aad Moon ; 

But still, the narroirer they pr/A 

The more they were nnsatisf/A *«« 

In ao one thing they «aw agreeing, 

As if they’d sev’ral feiths of seeing. 

Some swore, npon a second view, 

That all they’d seen before was true, 

And that they never would recant 
One syllable of th’ Elephant ; 

Avow’d his snout could be no Mouse’s, 

Bat a true Elephant’s proboscis. 

Others began to dotd>t, and waver, 

Uncertain which 0 ’ th' two to favour ; 470 

And knew not whether to espouse 
Jhe cause of th* ESephant or Mouse. 

Some held no way so ortoodox ” 

To try it, as the ballot-box 

And, like the oation'e 

To find, or make, tlm touth by votes. ^ 

Others conceived it mndh more fit 
T unmount ihe tidto, a^ open it ; • 

* 'BiSgt-box;' aiiAiiMaa«dl«M(odtaeri«.4^ fttijfwUwSflrtoi*- 
nd^ dwtiogi, &«.,■( the B<vil SdritW) i* iV MetO*|p; 



M iiej fiiSd kose ftn* tiie best 
' To this, ifi? tii’ only «q*e®ent, 

The irhole aswiuhly gave consent : 

, Bnt, Ore the tube vas half let down, 

It (Rear'd the first phen<nnenon ; 
for, at the 0nd,‘prodig!on8 swams 
Of and ipuUe, like men in ams, 

Hod idl pass’d muster, by mischance, 

Beth for the Sub, and PriTolTaos. 

This, being discover’d, put them all 
Into a fresh and fiercer brawl, 

Ashamed that men so grave and wise • 
Should be diaMesed^ by gnats and flies, 
And take the feeble insects’ swarms 
For mighty troops of men iu ams ; 

As vtdn as those, who when the Moon 
Bright in a crystal river shone, 

Threw casting-nets as subtly at her, 

To catch and pull her out o’ th’ water. 

But, when they had unscrew’d the glass. 
To find out where th’ impostor was. 

And saw the Mouse, that by mishap 
Had made the telescope a trap ,* 

Amazed, confounded, and afflicted, 

To be so openly convicted. 

Immediately they get them gone. 

With this discovery alone ; 

ISiat those who greedily pursue 
lyings wondtHrfnl, inst^ true ; 

■ * Oh i ia im l ;’ i Mbagged. 






llbat Iq their ; *u 

To nuihe diseoTeriQs str*^ oeirs ^ 

And aat'wd hisst’^' a <?few|^ , 
dr taloB ai^ 

Hold no trath to be knoYB,, 

That is not Imge and orffli^vn ; 

And expfiwte appearances. 

Hot as they are, hot as they please « 

In rain e^re Hatnre to stiboni, 

And, for th(dr pains, ^ paid vith sonnt. m 


THE ELEPHANT IN THE MOON. 

IN LONO VIBSE.* 

A viETUous, leam’d Sodety, of late 
The pride and glory of a foreign state. 

Made ui agreement on a summer’s night 
To search the Moon at full, by her own light ; 

To take a perfect inrent’ry of all 
Her real fortunes, or her personal ; 

And make a geometrical surrey 

Of all her lands, and how her country lay ; 

As accurate as that of Ireland, where 

The dy surreyor’s smd t’ bare sunk a dure : lo 

' ie., jMM.—* iAtrAttC^ ibidicd thb itoi^ia 

•Sort ^wae, be took it i« his li«sd to attempt it In bag. It wai written eAer 
the other, and has eonriderable add-ons and trariatioM, wbidi the nadar 
«3l ebteire 6om tfaair beiag printed witUn inrerted emnitti. 






1^ vii^*w wasted ; 

ibd dmw i^tioaa 
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^ 4 lidsk lA vaini upless the German KBFysi 
feand oat a diseor^ to her, 

And stock h^.ooaati^ with oduibilaDts 
Of mflitari^ jaen, ^id elephants. 20 

Fot th' Ancients oidy tocdt her for a piece 
Of red-hot hon, as big as Peloponnese, 

Till he appear’d ; for whuh, some write, she sent 
Upon lus tribe as strange a punishment.”^ 

This was the only pufpose of their meeting. 

For which they chose a time and place most fitting ; 
When, at the fuU, her equal shares of light 
And influence were at their greatest hei^t. 

And now the lofty telescope, the scale 
By which they venture Heav’n itself t’ assail, so^ 

Was raised, and planted full against the Moon ; ' 

And all the rest stood ready to fall on, 

Impatient who should bear away the honour 
To plant an ensign, first of all, upon her. 

When one, who, fcH* his solid deep belief. 

Was chosen Virtuoso then in chief ; 

Had been approved the most profound, and wise 
At solving impossibilities. 

With gravity advancing, to ^ply 
To th’ opti(>glas8 lus penetrating eye, 40 

Cry’d out, 0 strange !— then rehtforeed his sight 
Agamst the Moon with all his art and might ; 


* Fooiahioei^:* e.» lunate. 



awms§ ^ m 

A« if iie liuABt t<}'j|titii!« 4iaMi<||^ Iw ^ 

WliUe all ike rasibegut <1 

And, Ihe ft {Knrdft^^^m, le^'‘ldbi'isft(dt ^ 

Smprized vi& duQ aamHmi# %e£B^^ 

At vhat they voold, hshMild soi^ attHeratutd $ 

And grew impd^nt to diitomr, illftt ^ 

The matter was so totoh wondto'dlfti so 

Quoth he, I^e old inhs^tonts o’ 0 Moon, 

Who, when the Son ^ines hottest aboat noou^ 

Are wont to lire in cellars ftndcv gtoandl, 

Of ei^t miles deep, and more than eighty round. 

In which at once they use to fortify 
Against Ihe sunbeams and the enemy. 

Are counted boron^-towns and cities there, 

Because th’ inhabitants are civiler 
Than those rude country peasants, that are found, 
Lik^^ountaineers, to live on th’ upper ground,* «o 
Named Privolvans, with whom the others are 
Perpetually in state of open war. 

And now both attnies, mortally enraged, 

Are in a fierce and bloody fight engaged ; 

And many fall on both sides kill’d and slain, 

As by the telescope 'tis clear and plain. 

Look in it quickly then, that every one 
May see his dtare before the battle’s done. 

At thia a fiunons great pbiloeojdier, 

Admired, and celebrated and nmir, 70 

As one of wond’rons singnlar inveuticm, 

And equal universal comprehmision, ‘ 

" By which he had composed a pedlar^ 

For al^ the world to learns and oto^n baigSn. 

An universal canting idiom. 

To cmderstund toe stringiag pendulum, 
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mar> <tem»3ait^ in i^ie^na, 

.WWTth" t&(« T*rt«(3^» 

: h0if4 »ol baif^^.mm, 

C pi miiSptp ti the expne dm : 

*Fot }»e,jta^,fi^ l^tdy, wdeitoci 
Tluiiei^ «ad fuHisb in a book, 

<1111* laea, wboao oatiTo ejet ate Wind, or out, 
bjr mm adsamble b« brought 
- To see Irilb empty bolffl as well and plain. 

As if &ea: eyes h^ been put in again. 

this greet wan, Iberefore, having fix’d his sight 
T* ol»wrve '4e Woody formidable fight. 

Consider’d eareftUy, and then cry’d out, 

’Tis me, the battle’s de^eratWy fought ; 

The gallant Suhvolvans begin to rally, 

And from their trenches valiautly sally, 

To fall upon their stubborn enemy, 

Who fWfuUy b^in to rout and fly. 

These paltiy domineering PriTolvaus 
Have, every summer-season, their campaigns ; . 
And muster, like the military eons '* 

Of Baw-head, and victorious Bloody-bonet^ 

As great and numerous as Solan geese 
r th’ summer-islands of the Orcades, 

Courageously to make a dreadful stand, 

And boldly &ce their neighbours band to hand ; 
Until the peaceful, long’d-for winter’s come^ 

And then disband, and inarch in triumph home ; 
And spend the rest of all the year in lies, 

’ And vap’ring of ^eir unknown victories. ^ 
From th’ old Arcadians they have been b^ved 
^To b% befmre the Moon herself derived ] ^ 

And, irim hWr mb was fiist of all created. 

To be from tihenoe, to peojfie her, translated. 





Vfhm nothii|f in - ', ’ • 

T’ enSore &e dv8$fe^,feut €431fr-ijjjg^ii. ‘ 

They ew diM» retun^^^a^ifin'cO^^ ’ 

And natire of ibgif adoeslofi ; I ^ 

And tdwajs need to liig^ irod fid^ tf. 

Things of the, most impotiuiitre^ tihey do! ' 


While thus the Virtnosd elitertoinei ■ " 

The whole assembly with the PriToltjwa <120 

“Anodier sophist, bnt of le^ renown, ' 

Though tenger obsemdiion of flie 'Moon,” • 

That understood the difference of her soils, 

An(h which produced the fairest ^ens^-moyfes; 

“ But for an unpaid weekly shilling's pension, 

Had fined ^|s|rit, and judgment, and invention ; ” 

Who^ after poiii^'tedions and hard 
In th’ optic-engine, gave a start, and stared. 

And thus began — A stranger sight appears, ' 

Than ever yet was seen in all the spheres ; iso 

A greater wonder, more uopmidlel’d 
That ever mortal tube, ca* eye beheld ; 

A mighty Elephant from one df those 
Two fighting armies is at length broke loose, 

And with the desp'rate horror of the fight 
Appears amazed, and in a dreadful fright 1 
Lwk qui<My, lest the^mly si^t of us 
Should cause the startled meature* to en^bosB. 

It is a laige one, and appears more great 

Than ever ivas produced in Afric yet ; . i 140 

^rom which we (xmfidently may infer, \ 

1he*Moon appears to be the fhdtfuller. 

And mnoe, of old, the mighty Pyrrhos brttogbt 



Tlb|i^ liting cattlos finA ^ all, ’tis thought, , iu 
Agai&st tile Eomn annj i& tiie field, 

It nit^ a valid held p 

(The aame Aica^ bong hut a piece, 

J- As his dominioDB were, of antique Greece) 

To vindicate, what this illnstiioas person 
Has made so lemm’d and noble a discourse on ; leo 
And given us ample satis&ctiou aU 
th’ ancient Priyolvans' original 
That Elephants are really in the Moon, 

Althou^ our fortune had discovered none. 

Is easily madb* plain, and manifest, 

Since from the greatest orbs, down to the least, 

All other globes of stars and constellations 
Have cattle in ’em of all sorts and nations ; 

And HeaVn, like a northern Tartar’s hordej 
With numerous and mighty droves is stored. i«ip, 

And if the Moon can but produce by Nature ‘ ^ 

A people’of so large and vast a stature, 

"Tis more than probable, she should bring forth 
A greater breed of beasts too, than the Barth ; ’ ' 

As by the best accounts we have, appears 
Of all our crediblest discoverers ; 

And, that those vast and monstrous creatures there 
Are not such far-fet rarities, as here. 

Meanwhile th’ assembly now had had a sight 
Of all distinct particulars o’ th’ fight ; no 

And ev’ry man with diligence and care 
Perused, and view’d of th’ Elephant his share, 

Proud of his equal int’rest in the ^oiy 
Of so stupendous and renown’d a stOry ; 

When one, who for his fame wd excellence * 

In height’ning of words, and shadowing sense. 
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And magnifying all )te nrer writ, , > * . : m 

With delicate and mi(Srotop«j wi^ ; " ' 

Had. long been magn^d himself no Ie» 

In fote%n and dom^tie cdlege% 

Began at last (tjran^ried with! % twi^ 

Of his own elocution) thus t’ harangfie : 

Most virtuous and Incomparably fnent^ . ^ , ^ 

This great discoVry faBy jaaka^Ant^ds . Z? . 

For all our fonlier unsuccessful pauu^ , ’ 

And lost expenses of oqf tune and brains ; 4 
For, by this admirable phenomenon. 

We now have gotteri ground upon the Moon ; 

And gain’d a pass t’ engage, and hold dispute 
With all the other planets, that s^md out ; < iso 
And carry on this brave and virtuous war 
Home to the door of th’ obstinatest star ; 

And plant th’ yrtillery of dur optic tubes 
Against the proudest of their magnitudes ; 

To stretch our future victories beyond • 

The uttermost of planetary ground ; 

And plant our warlike engines, and our ensigns 
Upon the fix’d stars’ spacious dimensions, 

To prove, if they are other suns, or not. 

As some philosophers have wisely thought, soo 

Or only windows in the empyreum. 

Through which (hose br^t efflurias use to come ; 

Which Archimede, so many years ago, 

Hurst never venture, but to wish to know . 

For is this all, that we have now achieved, 

But greater things !— henceforth to be believed, 

And have no more our best, or worst design, 

Becautp they ’re ours, suspected % ill agi^ 

T’ out-throw, and magnify, and to enlarge*, 

Shall, henceforth, be no more laid to our liaige ; 210 



12«, ■en^iirai ffintwNs. ■ 

''‘i^ t '•" 

|f«f; ilia0 (HU' 1^ iai 

ai^goraents i^ararl^r cc^ee-lioases ; 

“ Kor little stories ‘.gsia belief among 

Oar iOTticallest jod^ ri^t or wrong : ” ' 

Nor iftiall our new-invented chariots draw 
The boys to course us in ’em, without law : 

Make chips of elms produce the largest trees, 

Or sowing saw-dust furnish nurseries : 

Ho more our heading darts (a swinging one !) 

With butter only haiden’d in the sun ; sao 

Or men that us^ to whistle loud enough 
To be heard by others plainly five miles oflP, 

Oause aB tharest, we own, and have avow’d 
To be believed as des|^tely loud.” 

Nor shall our future speculations, whether 
An elder-stick will render all the leather 
Of schoolboys’ breeches proof against the/od. 

Make all*we undertake appear as odd. 

This on^discovery will prove enough 
To take all past and future scandals off : 230 

But since the world is so incredulous 
Of all our future scrutinies, and us ; 

And with a constant prejudic*e prevents 
Our best, as well as worst experiments. 

As if they were all destined to miscarry. 

As well in concert tr/d, as solitary ; 

And that th’ assembly is uncertain, when 
Such great discoveries will occur again, 

'Tis reas’nable, we should, at least, contrive 

To draw up as exact a narrative 240 

Of (hat which ev’ry man of us can swear. 

Our eyes themselves have plainly seen appear ; , 

That, when ’ris fit to publish the account. 

We all may take our sev’ral oaths upon ’t. 
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fhis said, the whole assembly gave co&aeat %i$ 

To dtfawiog up th' authentic instrameat, 

And, for the natioB^s general si^adion, 

To priift, aod own it in the next !BwmcHm 
But whilst their ablest men were drawing up 
The wonderfid Memoir (/ th^ telescope, 250 

A member peeping hi the tube by chance, 

Beheld the Elephant be^n t' advance, 

That from the west-by-north side of the Moon 
To th* east-by-south was in a moment gone* 

This being related, gave a sudden stop 
To all their grandees had been drawing np ; 

And ev’ry person was amazed anew 
How such a strange suprisal should be true ; 

Or any beast perform so great a race, 

So swift and rapid, in so short a space ; 260 

Resolved, as suddenly, to make it good, 

Or render all as fairly as they could ; 

And rather choose their own eyes to condemn, 

Than question, what they bad beheld with tliem. 

While evVy one was thus resolved, a man 
Of great esteem and credit thus began : 

Tis strange, I grant ! but who, alas I can say 
What cannot be, or justly can, and may, 

Especially at so hugely wide and vast 
A distance, as this miracle is placed, 270 

Where the least error of the glass, or sight, 

May render things amiss, but never right 1 
Nor can we try them, when they Ve so far off, 

By any equal sublunary proof : 

For who can justify that Nature there 
Is ty ^4 i'O 

Nor is it probable she has infused 
Int*' ev^ry species, in the Moon produced, 
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iuae eStAis Ae to confer 
Udjjjjl^ vciy same {)Vodn^(m8 hme : 
mclohose upon the et^h, of ^reral nations, 

Are found t’ bATe'sach prodigious Tsriations ; * 

And she affects «> constiniy to use 

V|||py in every thing she ^ea 

JHto hence may be inferr’d, that, though I grant, 

PWe have beheld i’ th’ Moon an Elephant, 

That Elephant may dhance to differ so 
From those with m, upon the earth below, 

Both in his bidh, as well as force and speed, 

As being of a difFrent kind and breed, 

That, tho’ 'tis true, our own are but slow-paced. 
Theirs there perhaps may fly, or run as fast. 

And yet be very Eephants, no less 
Than those derived from Indian families 
This said, another member of great worth*. ’ 
Famed for the learned works he had put fbrSk, ’ 
*‘In which the mannerly and modest «rfifi|0r 
Quotes the Right Worshipful, his elder brother,” 
Looked wise awhile, then said, All this is true, 
And very learnedly observed by you ; 

But there^s another nobler reason for*t, 

That, rightly 'bserved^rwill fall but little short 
Of solid mathematic demonstration, 

Upon a full and perfect calculation ; 

And that is only this — As th^Ba^th and Moon 
Do constantly move contrary upon 
Their sevVal axes, the rapidity 
Of both their motions cannot fail to be 
So violent, and naturally fast, 

Hmt larger distances may well be pass'd, 

In less time than the Elephant has gone, 

Altho’ he IumI no motion of hk own ; 
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tipiich we on eartlt can take m measBre - tie 
As jou hate made it eTMteat by proof. 

This granted, we may confidentiy be&ee 
Claim^iitle to another iofeie&oe, 

And make this wondmM f^^omeim 
(Were there no other) sewe our alone, 

To vindicate the grond hypc^osia, 

And prove the^ motion of tho.Ea^h fiom t^ ato 
This said,' th’ assemUy now waa satisf/d, 

As men are soon upon che biass’d side ; 

'With great applause received th’ admired dispute. 

And grew more gay, and brisk, and resolute. 

By having (right or wrong) removed all doubt, 

Than if th’ occasion never had &,U’n out ; 

Resolving to complete their Narrative, 

And punctually insert this strange retrieve. 

But, while their grandees were diverted all 
"With nicely wording the Memorial, sao 

The footboys, for their own diversion too. 

As having nothing, now, at all to do, 

And when they saw the telescope at leisure. 

Turn’d virtuosos, only for their pleasure ; 

“ 'With drills and monkeys’ ingenuity. 

That take delight to practise all they see,” 

Began to stare and gaze upon the Moon, 

As those they waited on, before had done ; 

When one, whose tarn it was, by chance to peep. 

Saw something in the lofty engine creep ; sio 

And, viewing carefully, discover’d moro 
Than all their masters hit upon before. 

Quoth he, 0 strange ! a little thing is slunk 
On th’ inside of the long star-gazing trunk ; 

And now is gotten down so low and nigh, , 

I have him here directly ’gainst mine eye. 
ii. I 
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This chanding to be bVerbeard by one m 

Who was not yet so hbgely OTergrown . 

In any philosophic bbsemtion, 

As to conclude with mere imagination ; c 

And yet he made immediately a guess 
At ftdly sdiving all appearances, 

A plainer way, and more significant. 

Than all their hints had proved o’ the Elephant ; 

And quickly found, upon a second view, 

His own conjecture, probably, most true : 

For he no sooner had apply’d his eye 

To lb’ optic engine, but immediately 

jpe found a small field-mouse was gotten in 

The hollow telescope, and shut between 8«o 

The two glass windows, closely in restraint. 

Was maguify’d into an Elephant ; 

And proved the happy virtww occasion 
Of all this deep and learned dissertation. 

And as a m^hty mountain heretofore 
Is said t’ have been begot with child, and bore 
A silly mouse, this captive mouse, as strange, 

Produced another mountain in exchange. 

Meanwhile the grandees, long in consultation, i. 
Had finish’d the miraculous Narration, sro 

And set their hands, and seals, and sense, r,;ilbd wit ^ 

T’ attest and vouch the truth of all they’d writ ; 

When this unfortunate phenomenon 
Confounded all they had declared and done. 

For 'twas no sooner told, and hinted at. 

But all the rest were in a tumult straight, 

More hot and furiously enraged, by far, 

Than both the hosts that in the Moon made war. 

To find so rare and admirable a hint, 

, When they had all agreed, and sworn t’ have seen’t, sso 
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And bad engaged themselyes to make it out ssi 
Obstructed witbm wretched paltry doubt : 

When one, whose only task was toifletennine, 

And aolve the worst appearances of Tennin ; 

Who oft had made profound discoTeries 
In frogs and toads, as well as rats and mice ^ 

(Though not so curious and ei.act 'tis true, 

As many an exquisite rat-catcher knew), 

After he had awhile with signs made way 
For something pertinent, he had. to say, m 

At last prevaird — Quoth he, This disquisition 
Is, the one half of it, in my diaission : 

For tho’ ^tis true the Elephant, as beast, 

Belongs, of natural right, to all the rest ; 

The Mouse, that’s but a paltry vermin, none 
Can claim a title to, but I alone ; 

And therefore humbly hope I may be beard 
4n my own province freely, with regard. 

It is no wonder, that we are cry’d dowm, 

And made the table-talk of all the town, 400 

That rants and vapours still, for all our great 
Designs and projects, weVe done nothing yet, 

If ev’ry one have liberty to doubt. 

When some great secret’s more tlian half made out, 
Because, perhaps, it will not hold out true. 

And put a stop to all w’ attempt to do. 

As no great action ever has been done, 

Nor ever’s like to be by truth alone ; 

If nothing else but only truth V allow 

’Tis no great matter what w’ intend to do ; 410 

For Truth is always too reserved and chaste, 

T endure to be by all the town embraced, 

A solitary anchorite, that dwells, 

Retired from aD the world, in obscure cells, ^ 
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Biadq^ <01 great aMeo^idies, and defies iis 

]pi«^ imd <3^ tnix’d Eiodetiesi! , 

That use to deal inIhoTeltj imd change, 

Not of thin^ hut great, and rare, and strange ; 

To entertain the world with what is fit 

And proper for its genius, and its wit ; 420 

The world, that's never found to set esteem 

On what things are, but what tih’ appear, and seem ; 

And, if they are not wonderful and new, 

They’re ne’er the better for their being true. 

“For what is truth, or knowledge, but a kind . 

Of wantonness and luxury 0 ’ the mind, 

A greediness and gluttony 0 ’ the brain, 

..That longs to eat forbidden fruit again. 

And grows more desp’rate, like the worst diseases. 

Upon the nobler part (the mind) it seizes 1” 4so 

And what has mankind ever gain’d by knowing 
His little truths, unless his own undoing, 

That prudent by Nature had been hidden. 

And only for nis greater good foibidden ? 

And therefore with as gi-eat discretion does 
The world endeavour still to keep it close : 

For if the secrets of all truths were known, 

Who would not, once more, be as much undone 1 
For truth is never without danger in-’t. 

As here it has deprived us of a hint 440' 

The whole assembly had agreed upon. 

And utterly defeated all w* had done, 

*' By giving footboys leave to interpose. 

And disappoint whatever we propose 1 ” 

Fw nothing but to cut out wrai for Stubs, 

And all the busy academic chbs, 

“ For which they hare d^rved to run the risks 
„ Of elder*8tickB, and penitential frisks.” « 
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How mvdh theny^ ought we have a spediil pm m 
That none presame to know aboTo his idiare ; 

Kor take upon him t’ understand, henceforthi 
More tW his weekly conipbulion’s worth : 

That all those that hare purchAed of the college 
A half, or but a quarter share of knowledge, 

And brought none in themselreB, but spmit repute, 
Should nerer be admitted to dispute ; 

Nor any member undertake to know 
More thm his equal diridend comes to : 

For partners have perpetually been known 

T’ impose upon their public int’rest, prone ; m 

And, if we hate not greater care of ours, 

It will be sure to run the self-satne course. 

This said, the whole Society allowd 
The doctrine to be orthodox, and good ; * 

And from th apparent truth of what theyd heard, 
ffcsolved, henceforth, to give Truth no regard, 

Ikt what was for their interests to vouch, 

And either find it out, or make it such : 

That ’twas more admirable to create 

Inventions like truth, out of strong conceit, 45^0 

Than with vexatious study, pains, and doubt, 

To find, or but suppose t^ have found it out, 

This being resolved, the assembly, one by one, 
Review’d the tube, the Elephant, and Moon ; 

But still the more and curiouser they pry’d, 

They but became the more unsatisfy’d, 

In no one thing they gazed upon agreeing, 

As if they’d different principles of seeing. 

Some boldly swore, upon a second view, 

That ^ll they had beheld befpre was true, 48 o 

And damn’d themselves^ they never would recant 
One syllable they’d seen, of ih’ Elephant ; 
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Avow’d his shape and imont could be no Monk’s, 488 
But a true nat’ral Elephant’s probosda 
Others be^n to doubt as much, and waver, 

Uncertidn whicli to disallow^ or favour ; * 

“ Until they had as matty cross resolves, 

As Irishmen that have been turn’d to wolves ; ” 

And grew distracted, whether to espouse 

The party of the Elephant or Mouse. 490 

Some held there was no way so orthodox, 

As to refer it to the ballot-box ; 

And, like some other nation’s patriots, 

To find it out, or make the truth, by votes. 

Others were of opinion, ’twas more fit 
T’ unmount the telescope, and open it ; 

And for their own and all men’s satisfaction, 

To* searchi and re-examine the Transaction ; 

And aftdiward to explicate the rest, 

As they srould see occasion for the best. «oo 

To this, ict length, as th’ only expedient, 

The whole afesembly freely gave consent : 

But, 'ere the optic tube was half let down; 

Their own eyes clear’d the first phenomenon ; 

For, at the upper end, prodigious swarms , : 

Of busy flies and gnats, like men in arras. 

Had all pass’d muster in the glass by chance, 

For both the Pri- and the Sub-volvans. 

This being discover’d, once more put them all 
Into a worse and desperater brawl, «io 

Surprised with shame, that men so grave and wise 
Should be trepanu’d by paltry gnats and flies ; 

And to mistake the feeble insects’ swarms 
For squadrons, and reserves of men in arms : 

As politic as those, who, when the Moon 
As bright and glorious in a river shone. 
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Threw casting-nets, with eqnal cunning at her. 

To catch her with, and pull her out o’ the water. 

But when at last, they had miscrew’d the glas^ 
To fin^ out where the sly impostor was, 

And saw 'twas but a Mouse, that by mishap 
Had catch’d himself, md them, in th’ optic trap, 
Amazed, with shame confounded, and afflicted, 

To find themselves so openly convicted, 
Immediately made haste to get them gone. 

With none, but this discovery alone : 

’Fliat learned men, who greedily pursue 
Things that are rather wonderful than true. 

And, in their nicest specul&ons, choose 
To make their own discoveries strange news, 

And nat’ral hist’ry rather a Gazette 
(If rarities stupendous, and far-fet ; 

Believe no truths are worthy to be known,| 

That are not strongly vast, and overgrown ; 

And strive to explicate appearances, 
tot as they’re probable, but as they please ; 

In vain endeavour Nature td suborn, 

And, for their pains, are justly paid with scorn. 
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4 SATIRE ON THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


tened « design of writing another satire upon the Royal Society, part 
whieli is found amongst his papers fiiirly and correctly transcribed. 
Pihiether he ever finished it, or the remmnder of it be lost, is uncertain : 
the fi?agment, however, that is preserved, may not improperly be added 
In this place, as in some sort explanatory of the preceding poem. 

A LBiBKSD man, whom once a ^reek 
A hundred Tirtuosos eeek, 

And like an oracle a{^ly to, 

T ask questions, and admire, and lie to, 

Who entertain’d them all of course 
(As men take wives for better or worse), 

And past them all for men of parts, 

Thov^h some but sceptics in their hearts : 

For w^ they’re cast into a lump, 

Their talents equally must jump ; ja 

As metals mixt, the rich and base •> / 

Do both at equal values pasa ; * 

With these the onfnary debate 'Sf:''- 
Was after news, and things of state, }*' 

Which way the dreadful comet went " 

In Sixty-Four, and what it meant ? 

What nations yet are to bewail 
The operation of its tail ; 

Or whether France or Holland yet, 

Or Germany, be in its debt 1 20 

What wars and' plagues in Christendom 
Have happen’d since, and what to come 1 
What kings aae dead, how many queens 
’ And princesses are poison’d since 1 v 
And who shaft next of Idl by turn 
Make courts wear blacA, and tradesmen mourn ? 
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Wh&t parties next of foot, or borse. 

Will rout, w rooted oS course t 
Wbat Oermaa marcbes and retreats 
Will furnish the next month’s gazettes 1 
What peslalent contagion next, 

And u'hat part of the world, infects 1 
Wbat dreadful meteor, and where 
Shall in the bearens next appear ? 

And when again shall laj embaigo 
Upon the Admiral, the good ship Argo ‘i 
Why cuiTents turn in seas of ice 
Some thrice a day, and some but twice ; 
And why the tides at night and noon 
Court, like Caligula, the Moon t 
What is the nat’ral cause why fish. 

That always drink, do never piss ; 

Or whether in their home, the deep, 

By night or day they ever sleep ? 

If grass be green, or snow be white. 

But only as they take the light ? 
Whether possessions of the Devil, 

Or mere temptations, do most evil 1 
What is ’t, that makes all fountains still 
Within the earth to run up hill ; 

But on the outside down again, 

As if th’ attempt had been in vain 1 
Or what’s the strange magnetic cause, 
The steel or loadstone’s drawn, or dra^, 
The star, the needle, which the stone 
Has only been but touch’d upon 1 
Whether the North-stm-’s influence 
With both, does hold intelligent^ 

(For red-hot ir’n, held tow’rds the Pole, 
Turns of itself to ’t, when 'tis cool) ; 
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Or whether male i«id female screws 
In th' ir’n and stone th’ effect produce ? 
What makes the body of the Sun, 

That such a rapid course does run, 

To draw no tall behind through th’ air, 
As comets do, whmi they appear; 

Whi(h other planets cannot do, 

Because they do not bum, but glow ? 
Whether the Moon be sea or land, 

Or charcoal, or a quench’d firebrand ; 

Or if the dark holes that appear. 

Are only pores, not cities there ? 
Whether the atmosphere turn round. 
And keep a just pace with the ground ; 
Or loiter lazily behind. 

And dog the air with gusts of wind ? 

Or whether crescents in the wanq 
(For 80 an author has it plain) ' „ 

Do bum quite out, or wear 
Their snuffs upon the edge 0 day ? 
Whether the Sea increasq^dr waste, 

And if it do, how long ’twill last ? 

Or if the Sun approaches near 
The Earth, how soon it will be there V 
These were their learned speculations 
And all their constant occupations ; 

To measure wind, and weigh the air, 
And turn a circle to a square ; 

To make a powder of the Sun, 

By which all doctors should b’ undone ; 
To find the North-west passage out. 
Although the fifirthest way about ; 

If chymists from a rose’s ashes 
Oah raise the rose itself in glasses ; 
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Whethefr the line of isddence 95 

Rise from the object, or fhe sense ; 

To stew iii’ Elixir in a bath 
or hope, CTedulity, and faith ; 

To explicate, by subtle hints, 

The grain of* diamonds and flints ; 100 

And in the braying of an ass 
Find out the treble and the bass ; 

If mares neigh alto, and a cow 
A double diapason low. 


SATIRE UPON THE WEAKNESS AND MISERY 
OP MAN. 

Who would believe that wicked Earth, 

Where Nature only brings us forth, 

To be found guilty, and forgiven. 

Should be a nursery for Heaven ; 

When all we can expect to do 
Will not pay half the debt we owe. 

And yet more desperately dare, 

As if that wretched trifle were 
Too much for the eternal Pow’rs, 

Our great and mighty creditors, 10 

Not only sli^t what they enjoin. 

But pay it in adulterate coin 1 
We only in their mercy trurt, 

•To.be more wicked and unjust : 

All our devotions, vows, and pray’rs, 

Are our own interest, not theirs : 
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Oar offringB, iWi to come V adore, n 

But begging preabnia, to get more ; 

The purest butdness of onr zeal 

Is but to eiti bj-Tneaning well, " 

And make that meanit^ do more harm 
Than our worst deeds, that are less warm : 

For tile most wretdied and perverse 
Does not believe himself, he errs. 

Om* holiest actions have been 
Th’ effects of wickedness and sin ; 

Religions houses made compounders 
For th’ horrid actions of the founders ; 

Steeples, that totter’d in the air, 

Bj lechers sinn’d into repair ; so 

As if we had retain’d no sign, 

Nor character of the divine 
And heaVnly part of human nature. 

But only the coarse earthy matter. 

Our universal inclination 
Tends to the worst of our creation ; 

As if the stars conspired t’ imprint 

In our whole species, by instinct, ! 

A fatal brand, and signature 
Of nothing else, hut the impure. lo 

The best of all our actions tend 
To the preposterousest end, 

And, like to mongrels, we’re indined 
To take most to th’ ignobler kind ; 

Or monsters, that have tdways least 
Of th^ human parent, not the beast 
Hence ’tis we’ve no regard at all 
Of our best half origind ; 

But, when they diffw, still assert 
The interest of th’ ignolder part ; 
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Spend {dl the time we have npim 
The Tain capriches of the one, 

But grudge to spare one hour, lo know 
H^at to the better part we owe. . 
As in all confound substanoes 
The greater still devours the less ; . 

So, being borp and bp6d up near 
Our earthy gitws relations here, 

Far from the ancient nobler place 
Of all our high paternal race. 

We now degenerate, and grow 
As barbarous, and mean, and low, 

As modern Grecians are, and worse, 

To their brave nobler ancestors. 

Yet, as no barbarousness beside 
Is half so barbarous as pride. 

Nor any prouder insolence 
*^1 fjThan that which has the least pretence, 
^We are so wretched, to profess 
A l^y in our wretchedness ; 

To vapour sillily, and rant 
Of our own misery and want. 

And grow vain-glorious on a score. 

We pught much rather to deplore, 

Who, the first moment of our lives. 

Are but condemn’d, and giVn reprieves ; 
And our great’st grace is not to know, 
When we shall pay ’em back, nor how ; 
Begotten with a vain caprich, 

And live as vainly to that pitch. 

Our pains are real things, and all 
Qur pleasures but fantastical ; 

Uiseases of their own accord. 

But cults come difficult and hard ; , 
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noblest pile$ and stateliest rooms, ss 

Axe but out-honses to our tombs ; 

Cities, though e’er so great and brare, 

But mere trarehouses to the grave ; 

Our bravery’s* bat a vain disguise, 

To hide us from the worid’s dull eyes, 90 

The remedy of a defect. 

With which our nakedness is deckt ; 

Yet makes us swell with pride, and boast. 

As if we ’d gain’d by being lost. 

All this is nothing to the evils. 

Which men, and their confed’rate devils 
Inflict, to aggravate the curse 
On their own hated kind, much worse ; 

As if by Nature they ’d been served 

More gently, than their fate deserved, 100 

Take pains (in justice) to invent. 

And study their own punishment ; 

That, as their crimes should greater grow, 

So might their own infliction too. 

Hence bloody wars at first- began, 

The artificial plague of man, 

That from his own invention rise. 

To scourge his own iniquities ; 

That if the HeaVns should chance to spare 
Supplies of constant poison'd air, no 

They might not, with unfit delay. 

For lingering destruction stay ; 

Nor seek recruits of death so far. 

But plague themselves with blood and war. 

And if these fail, there is no good, 

Kind Nature e’er on man bestow’d, 

* ‘ Bravery : ’ %. ft, fine drees. 
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But lie can easily divert 
To his 0W4 misery and hurt ; * ^ 

Make that^ which Hwv'n meant to bless 
Th' ungrateful world with, gentle Peace 
With luxury and excess, as fast 
As war and desolation waste j 
Promote mortality, aid kill 
As fast as arms, by sitting still ; 

Like earthquakes slay without a blow, 
And only moving, overthrow ; 

Make law and equity as dear 
As plunder and free-quarter were, 

And fierce encounters at the bar 
Undo as fast as those in war ; 

Enrich, bawds, whores, and usurers, 

Pimps, scriveners, silenced ministers, 

That get estates by being undone 
For tender conscience, and have none ; 
Like those, that with their credit drive 
A trade without a stock, and thrive ; 
Jldvance men in the Church and State 
For being of the meanest rate, 

Raised for their double-guiled* deserts, 
Before integrity and parts ; 

Pmduce more grievous complaints 
For plenty, than before for wants, 

And make a rich and fruitful year 
A greater grievance than | dear ; 

Make jests of greater dangers far 
Than those they trembled at in war ; 

Till, unawares, they Ve laid a train 
Jo blow the public up again ; 


* ‘ Dcml)i«*gmled : ’ <br goilt-^an execrable pun. 
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Ee^Uion and d#^ne^ ooort, 

Ana make faaaiiea, in deepite 
Of ajl th& ikadness, reason right, 

And TOttch to all they hare foreshown, 

As other monsters oft hare done, 
plthough from truth and sense as far, 
all their other m^gots are : 

For things said false, and never meant, 

Do oft prove true by accident. 

That wealth tiuft bounteous Fortune sends 
As presents to her dearest Mends, 

Is oft laid out upon a purchase 
Of two yards long in pari^ churches ; 

And those too happy men that bought it, 
Had lived, and happier too, without it. 

For what does vast wealth bring, but cheat. 
Law, luxury, disease, and debt. 

Pain, pleasure, discontent, and sport. 

An easy-troubled life, and short ? 

But all these plagues are nothing 
Those far more cruel and severe^ ‘ 

Unhappy man takes pains to find,' 

T inflict himself upon his mind ; 

And out of his own bowels spins 
A rack and torture for his sins : 

Torments himself, in vain, to know 
That most, which |^e can never do ,* 

And the more strictly ’tis deny’d, 

The mwe he is unsatisfy’d : 

Is busy in finding sccuftles out, 

To languish in eternal doubt ; 

Sees spectres in the dark, and ^osta, 

And starts, as horses do at posts ; 
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And, when his eyes tssist him least, * iss 

Discerns such subtle eijeots bast : 

On hypothetic dream# and Tisions 
Gipunds ererlastiog disquisitioms, 

And raises endless controversies 
On vulgar theorems and hearsays : 

Grows positive and eoafideut 

In- things so far beyond th' extent lao 

Of human sense, he does not know 

Whether they be at all, or no ; 

And doubts as much in things that are 
As plainly evident and clear : 

Disdains all useful sense and plain, 
apply to th’ intricate and vain ; 

And cracks his brains in plodding on 
That which is never to be known ; 

To pose himself with subtleties, 

And hold no other knowledge wise ; 200 

Although, the subtler all things are, 

They Ve but to nothing the more near : 

And the less weight they can sustain, 

The more he still lays on in vain ; 

And hangs his soul upon as nice 
And subtle curiosities, 

As one of that vast multitude, 

That on a needle’s point have stood : 

Weighs riffld and wronff, and true and false. 

Upon as nice and subtle scales, 2]o 

As those that turn upon a plane 

With th’ hundredth part of half a grain ; 

And still the subtiler they move, 

TIj|D sooner false and useless prove. 

So man, that thinks to force and strain 
Beyond its natural sphere his brain, 

VOL. II. K 
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In Tain tomentsit on the rack, 217 

And, for inipnmng, sets it back ; 

Ib iporapt of his own extent, 

And that tb* which his aims are bent. 

Is lost in bo^h, and breaks his blade 
Upon the anril, where ’twas made : 

For as abortions cost more pain 
Than vigorous births ; so all the vain 
And weak, productions of man’s wit. 

That aim at purposes unfit. 

Require more drudgery, and worse, 

Than those of strong and lively force. 


SATIRE ON THE LICENTIOUSNESS OF THE 
AGE OF CHARLES II.^ 

Tis a strange age we’ve lived in, and a lewd 
As e’er the Sun in all his travels view’d ; 

An age as vile as ever Justice urged, ’ 

Like a fantastic lecher, to be scourged :> 

Nor has it ’scaped, and yet has only leam’d. 

The more ’tis plagued to be the less ooncern’d. 

Twice have we seen two dreadful judgments* rage, 
Enough to (right the stubborn’st-hearted age ; ' 


^ Here is anolher proof of what we say in the ^ Lif0/-^that Butler was be- 
ginning to sicken of the Cayalkrs, and that his fingers were itching for an 
opportunity to attack them. — * * Two dreadful judgments : ' the poet alludes 
here to the Plague and Fire of London in the years and 1666 ; but what 
the two mighty miracles* were which succeeded, is not with so much pre- 
ciseness to be ascertained. It is, however, very probable, that he means the 
prodigious espedition with which the dty was rebuilt, and the very healthy 
season which followed. 



oseraurs bsxatns. 


147 


The one to mow yast aowds of people down, 

The other (as then needles) hidf the town ; 

And two as mighty miracles restore, 

What both had min'd and destroy’d before : 

In all as nnconcem’d, as if they’d been 
But pastimes for diversion to seen ; 

Or, like the plagues of Egypt, peant a curse. 

Not to reclaim us, but to make us worse. 

Twice have men turn’d the World (that silly blockhead !) 
The wrong 8 i 4 e outward, like a juggler^s pocket, 

Shook out hypocrisy, as fast and loose, 

As e’er the Devil could teach, or sinners use, 2(i 

And on the other side at once put in 
As impotent iniquity* and sin, 

As skulls that have been crack’d are often found, 

Upon the wrong side to receive the wound, 

And, like tobacco-pipes at one end hit, 

To break at th’ other still that’s opposite : 

So men, who one extravagance would shun, 

Into the contrary extreme have run ; 

And all the difference is, that as the first, 

Provokes the other freak to prove the worst ; 30 

So, in return, that strives to render less 
The last delusion, with its own excess ; 

And, like two unskill’d gamesters, use one way 
With bungling t’ help out one another’s play. 

For those, who heretofore sought private holes. 

Securely in the dark to damn their souls. 

Wore vizards of hypocrisy, to steal 
And slink away, in masquerade, to Hell, 

Now bring their crimes into the open Sun, 

For aH mankind to gaze their worst upon ; 40 

' Impotent iniquity : ^ the term * impotent ^ is here usc4 in the LnUn 3en»e 
of it, for uDgoveroabie or unrestnuned. 
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As ei^ies tiy their jociiig against his rays, 41 

To prove, if the/re 6f generous breed, or base ; 

Call HeaVn and Earth to witness, how the/ve aim’d 
Wj|ih all their utmost vigour to be damn’d, ^ 
by their own examples, in the view 
M^ll the world, strived to damn others too ; 

Ou all occasions sought to be as civil, 

As possible they coidd, t’ his grace the Devil, 

To give him no unnecessary trouble, 

Nor in small matters use a Mend so noble, 50 

But with their constant practice done their best 
T’ improve and propagate his interest : 

For men have now made vice so great an art, 

The matter of fact’s become the slightest part ; 

And the debauched’st actions they can do, 

Mere trifles, to the circumstance and show. 

For 'tis not what they do that’s now the sin, 

But what they lewdly affect and glory in ; 

As if prepost’rously they would profess 
A forced hypocrisy of wickedness : '40 

And afiectation, that makes good things bad, 

Must make affected shame accurst, and mad : . 

For rices for themselves may find excuse, ^ 

But never for their compliment, and shows, | 

That, if there ever were a mystery J'"' 

Of moral secular iniquity, ^ 

And that the churches may not lose them due 
By being encroach’d upon, ’tis now, and new. 

For men are now as scrupulous, and nice, 

And tender-coEscienced of low paltry vice, 70 

Bbdain as proudly to be thought to have 
To do in any mischief^ but the brave, 

As the most scruplous sealot of late times 
T appear in any, but the horrid’st crimes ; 
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Hare as precise aad strict ponctilios 7S 

Nov to appear, as then to make no shows ; 

And steer the World by disi^reeing force 
Of difi^nt customs 'gainst her nat'ral oouise. 

So pow'r&l 's ill example to encroadb, 

And Nature, spite of all her laws, debauch ; so 

Example, that imperious dictator 

Of all that ’s good, or bad, to human natuie ; 

By which the World’s corrupted, and reclaim’d 
Hopes to be saved, and studies to be damn’d ; 

That reconciles all contrarieties, 

Makes wisdom foolishness, and folly wise. 

Imposes on divinity, and sets 

Her seal alike on truths and counterfeits ; 

Alters all characters of virtue and vice, 

And passes one for th’ other in disguise, «c 

Makes all things, as it pleases, understood, 

The good received for bad, and bad for good ; 
i'l^t slily counter-changes wrong and right,* 
iJ^whitc in fields of black, and black in white. 

As tI the laws of Nature had been made 
Of purpose, only to be disobey’d ; 

Or man had lost his mighty interest. 

By having been distinguish’d from a beast ; 

And had lb other way but sin and vice, ‘ 

To be ro8to|Bd again to Paradise. loo 

How copious is our language lately grown. 

To make blaspheming wit, and a Jargon I 
And yet how expressive and significant. 

In damme at once to curse, and swear, and rant ! 

As if no way express’d men’s souls to well, 

As damning of them to the pit of Hell ; 

' * C<Hmter-e!uaig«i immg and r^t : ’ «mmter-^ait|E!ed in beraldrj 
when there iit a nuimal diang^ Of the ooloiuni of the an^ ebarge in 
e 0 CiiU^>Q, by means of one or more tinea of partition. 
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>Nor an^ a^veratioa were so civil, iot 

As mortgt^ng salvation te the Devil ; 

(hf that bis name did add a charming grace, 

And blasphemy a pnritj to om‘ phrase. 

. For what can miy language more enrich, 

Than to pay souls for vitiating speech ; 

When the great’st tyrant in the world' made those 
But lick their' words out, that abused his prose 1 

What trivial punishments did then protect 
To public censure a profound respect, 

When the most shameful penance and severe, 

That could b’ inflicted on a Cavalier 
For infamous debauchery, was no worse. 

Than but to be d^aded from his horse, iso 

And have his livery of oats and hay. 

Instead of cutting spurs off, ta’en away I 
They held no torture then so great as shame, 

And, that to slay was less than to defame ; 

For just so much regard as men express 
To th’ censure of the public, more or less. 

The same will be return’d to them again, 

In shame or reputation, to a grain : 

And, how perverse soe’er the World appears, 

'Tis just to all the bad it sees and hears. iso 

And, for that virtue, strives to be allow’d 
For all the injuries it does the good. 

How silly were their sages heretofore 
To fright their heroes with a syren-whore ! 

Make ’em believe a water-witch with charms 
Gould sink their men of war as easy as storms. 

And turn their mariners, that heard them sing, 

Into land-porpoises, and cod, and ling 

' • OtMt'tt w W>e worW : ’ tbu tyrant wta Caligula | see the stoiy 
m Hueioaiua. 
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To terrify those mighty champions, m 

As we do children now witii Bloody-bonea ; 

Until the subtlest of their conjurors 
► Seal'd up the labels to his soul, his ears, 

And ty'd his deafen’d sailors (while he pass'd 
The dreadful lady's lodgings) to the mast, 

And rather venture drowning, than to wrong 
The sea-pugs' chaste ears with a bawdy song : 

To b' out of countenance, and, like an ass, 

Not pledge the Lady Circe one beer-glass ; 

Unmannerly refuse her treat and wine, 

For fear of being turn'd into a swine ; iso 

When one of our heroic advent'rers now 
Would diiuk her down, and turn her int' a sow. 

So simple were those times, when a grave sage 
Could with an old wife’s tale instruct the age ; 

Teach virtue more fantastic ways and nice 
< Than ours will now endure t’ improve in vice ; 

Made a dull sentence, and a moral fable, 

Do more, than all our holdings-forth are able ; 

A forced obscure mythology convince, 

Beyond our worst inflictions upon sins ; leo 

When an old proverb, or an end of verse 
Could more than all our penal laws coerce ; 

And keep men honester than all our furies 
Of jailers, judps, constables, and juries ; 

Who were converted then with an old saying, 

Better than all our preaching now, and praying. 

What fops had these been, had they lived with us, 
Where the best reason ’s made ridiculous ; 

And all the plain and sober things we say, 

By raillery are put beside their play! 

For men are grown above all knowledge now, 

And, what they 're ignorant of, disdain to know ; 


na 
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Aiid boldly judge, Ijefore they uuderstaud ; 

'Rue self-same eotWJi ^uB^ly Bdrmce 
Iq spiritual and csma! iguorauce ; 

And, by the same degrees of confidence, 

Become impregnable against att sense ; 

For, as they outgrew ordimnm then, 

So would they now morality again. iso 

Tho^ Drudgery and Knowledge are of kin, 

And both descended from one parent, Sin; 

And therefore seldom have been known to part, 

In tracing out the ways of Truth and Art; 

Yet they have North-west passages to steer 
A short way to it, without pains or care : 

For, as implicit faith is far more stiff, 

Than that which understands its own belief ; 

So those that think, and do but think, they know,^ 

Are far more obstinate, than those that do, * # 

And more averse, than if they ’d ne^er been 
A wrong way, to a right one to be brought ; 

Take boldness upon credit beforehand. 

And grow too pbsitive to understand ; 

Believe themselves as knowing, and as famous, 

As if their gifts had gotten a mandamus, 

A bill of store to take up a degree, 

With all the learning to it, custoni-free ; ^ 

And look as big, for what they bought at court, 

As if they *d done their exercises for T. 200 

^ ^ CuHom-firee : * a bill of store is a lioence, that the merchant obtains at 
the oiistomhouse, of taking »p such stores and provtsioos, u are ueeessarj for 
his vo3rige, oustom-aee. 
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SATIRE UPON GAMINa 

What fool would trouble Fortuao more, 
When she has been too kind before ; 

Or tempt her to take back again, 

What she had thrown awaj in vain ; 

By idly venturing her good graces 
To be disposed of by ames-aces ; 

Or settling it in trust to uses, 

Out of his powV, on troys and <leucea : 
To put it to the chance, and try, 
r th' ballot of a box and dye, 

Whether his money be his own, 

And lose it, if he be overthrown ; 

As if he were betrayed, and set 
By his own stars to every cheat, 

Or wretchedly condemn^ by Fate 
To throw dice for his own estate ; 

As mutineers, by fatal doom, 

Do for their lives upon a drum 1 
For what less influence can produce * 
So great a monster as a chouse ; 

Or any two-legg’d thing possess 
With such a brutish sottishness ? 

Unless those tutelary stars, 

Intrusted by astrologers 

To have the charge of man, combined 

To use him in the self-same kind, 

As those that helped them to the trust. 
Are wont to deal with others just 
For to become so sadly dull 
And stupid, as to fim for gull 
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(Not, as ia cities, to b* excused, si 

But to be judged fit to bo used), 

That, whosoe’er cato draw it in 
Is sure iueritaMy t’ win ; 

And, with a cursed half*witted fate, 

To grow more dully desperate, 

The inore ’tis made a common prey, 

And cheated foppishly at play. 

Is their condition ; Fate betrays 
To Polly first, and then destroys. 40 

For what but miracles can serve 
So great a madness to preserve, 

As his, that ventures goods and chattels 
(Where there ’s no quarter given) in battles, 

And fights with money-bags as bold. 

As men with sand-bags did of old : 

Puts lands, and tenements, and stocks 
Into a paltry juggler’s box ; 

And, like an alderman of Gotham, 

Embarketh in so vile a bottom : so 

Engages blind and senseless hap 
’Gainst high, and low, and slvr, and hnap, 

(As Tartars with a man of straw 
Encounter lions, hand to paw), 

With those that never venture more 
Than they had safely ’nsured before ; 

Who, when they knock the box and shake. 

Do, like the Indian rattle-snake, 

But strive to ruin, and destroy 

Those that mistake it for faur play : so 

That have their /ul/tama at command,^ 

Brought up to do their feats at hand ; 

' * Fulhams U (jonimaiti! : * ftilhams wss^ m tiiose a cast term for 
falne dkie. 
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That understand their calls and knocks. 
And how to place themselyes f th’ box ; 
Can tell tiie oddses of all games, 

!ft^d when to answer to their names ; 
And, when he conjures them t’ appear, 
Like imps are ready every where ; 

When to play foul, and when run fair 
(Out of design) upon the square ; 

And let the greedy cully win, 

Only to draw him further in : 

While those, with which he idly plays, 
Have no regard to what he says ; 

Altho" he jeraie ^ and blaspheme, 

When they miscarry, Heav’n and them ; 
And damn his soul, and swear, and curse. 
And crucify his Saviour worse 
Than those Jew-troopers, that threw out, 
When they were raffling for his coat ; 
Denounce revenge, as if they heard, 

And rightly understood, and feared, 

And would take heed another time. 

How to commit so bold a crime ; 

When the poor bones are innocent 
Of all he did, or said, or meant, ’ 

And have as little sense, almost, 

As he that damns them, when h' has lost 
As if he had rely'd upon 
Their judgment, rather than his own ; 
And that it were their fault, not his. 

That managed them himself amiss, 

And gave them ill instructions, how 
3!o run, as he would have them do, 

And then condemns them sillily 
For having no more wit than he. 

* * ‘ Jemie : ’ a Freuch oatk Je reme* 







SATIBE TO A BAD POET.i 

OotAT famous Wit, whose rich aud easy vein, 

Fme, and unused to drudgery and pain, 

H^s all Apollo’s treasure at command, 

And how good verse is coin’d dost understand ; 

In all Wit’s combats, master of defence, 

Tell me, how dost thou pass on rhyme and sense ? 

Tis said th’ apply to thee, and in thy verse 
Do freely range themselves as volunteers ; 

And without pain or pumping for a word, 

Place themselves fitly of their own accord lo 

I, whom a lewd caprich (for some great crime 
I have committed) has condemn’d to rhyme, 

With slavish obstinacy vex my brain 
To reconcile ’em, but, alas ! in vain. 

Sometimes I set my wits upon the rack, 

And when I would say white, the verse. Says black: 
When I would draw a brave man to tie life, 

It names some slave that pimps to his own wife. 

Or base poltroon, that would have sold his daughter, 

If he had met with any to have bought her. 20 

Wlien I would praise an author, the untoward 
Damn’d sense, says Virgil, but the rhyme — — 2 
In fine, whate’er I strive to bring about, 

The contrary (spite of my heart) comes out. 

Sometimes, enraged for time and pains misspent, 

I give it over, tired and discontent ; 

* A dose imitation of BoiioMi't second satire addressed to MoUfro. To 
whom Bnllwr meant to address it, we are not aware. — * The rhyme itKUoates 
that this blank ought to be aui^Hed with the name of Howard [Edward], 
author of a poem on * 1 be Britiah 
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And, damning the dull fiend a thousand time% 27 
By whom I was possest, fortwear aU rhymes ; 

But having cursed the Muses, they appear, 

To be Revenged for 't, ere I am aware. 

Spite of myself, I straight take fire again, 

Fall to my task with paper, ink, and pen, 

And breaking ail the oaths I made, in vain 
From verse to verse, expect their aid again. 

But if my Muse or I were m discreet, 

T endure, for rhymers sake, one dull epithet 
I might, like others, easily command 
Words without study, ready and at hand. 

In praising Chloris, moons, and stars, and skies, 

Are quickly made to match her face, and eyes io 
gold, and rubies, with as little care, 

To fit the colour of her lips, and hair ; 

And mixing suns, and flow Vs, and pearl, and stones, 
Make ’em serve aU complexions at once. 

With these fine fancies, at hap~hazard writ, 

I could make verses without art or wit, 

And, shifting forty times the verb and noun, 

With stoFn impertinence patch up mine own. 

But, in the choice of wordU, my scrupTous wit 
Is feaiful to pass one that is unfit ; 60 

Nor can endure to fill up a void place, 

At a line’s end, with one insipid phrase : 

And, therefore, when I scribble twenty times, 

When I have written four, I blot two rhfmes. 

May he be damn’d who first found out that curse, 

T’ imprison and confine his thoughts in verse ; 

To hang so dull a clog upon his wit, 

And make his reason to liis riiyme submit ! 

Without this plague, I fieely might have spent 
My happy days with leisure and content ; 


so 
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Had iiothiiig in tha woM to do, or think, 6i 

Like a fat priest, hat Vhora, and eat, and drink ; 

Had passed my time a« pleasantly away, 

^ept all the night, ^ and loiter'd all the day. $ 

My sonh that’s free from eare, and fear, a;id hope, 
Knows ho# to make her own ambition stoop, 

T aroid uneasy greatness and resort, 

Or for preferment following the Court. 

How happy had I been, if, for a curse, 

The Fates had never sentenced me to verse ! 7o 

But, ever since this peremptory vein 

With restless frenzy first possess'd my brain, 

And that the Devil tempted me, in spite 
Of my own happiness, to judge, and write, 

Shut up against my will, I waste my age 
In mending this, and blotting out that page ; 

And grow so weary of the slavish trade, 

I envy their condition that write bad. 

0 happy Scuderj^ ! ^ whose easy quill ^ 

Can, once a month, a mighty volume fill ! 0 m 
For, though thy works are written in desd^ 

Of all good sense, impertinent, and slig^ 

They never have been known to stand/tn need 
Of stationer to sell, or sot to read. / 

For, so the rhyme be at the verse's end, 

No matter whither all the rest does. tend, - 
Unhappy is that man, who, spite of 's heart, 

Is forced to be^tied up to rules of art, 

A fop that scribbles, does it with delight, 

Takes no pains to consider what to write ; 90 

But, fond of all the nonsense he brings forth, 

Is ravish'd with his own great wit and worth ; • 

* * 0 happy Soodeiyr Scwdeiy (bom 1608), tbe author of a variety 

of woilu ia pmo and verso, and brolly of the female novelist, 
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While Twave tmd noble wnly strive »s 

To such a height of glory to arrive ; , 

But still with all they do unsatisfied, 

Ne’erjplease themselves, though all the world beside. 
And ttoe whom all nunkind admire for wit. 

Wish for thehr own sakes they bad never writ. 

Thou then, that see’st how iU I spend my time. 

Teach me, for pity, how to make a rhyme ; loo 

And, if til’ instructions chance to prove in vain. 

Teach how ne’er to write again. 


REPARTEES BETWEEN CAT AND PUSS^ AT 
A CATERWAULING. 

IN THE MODERN HEROIC WAY. 

It was about the middle age of night. 

When half the earth stood in the other’s light ; 

And Sleep, Death’s brother, yet a friend to life, 

Gave weary’d Nature a restorative : 

When Puss, wrapt warm in his own native furs, 

Dreamt soundly of as soft and warm amours, 

Of making gallantry in gutter-tiles. 

And sporting on delightful faggot-piles ; 

Of bolting out of bushes in the dark, 

As ladies use at midni^t in the Park ; lo 

Or seeking in tall garrets an alcove. 

For assignations in th’ affairs of love. 

• 

‘ ‘ Repartees between Cat and Pass: ’ a satirical banter uiJ di those heroic 
plays which were so mneh in vogne at the time onr author lived (See Settle 
or Dryden.) 
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Aiooee his wte both fidse and brue, is 

And.tfae more ^lie, tbo omre ia earnest greir. 

He fancied &at be heard tlmse am’rous diorms, 

That need to swnmdn him to soft aimms, 

To vhich he alwajs inought an equal flame, 

To fight a rival, or to court a dame : 

And, as in dreams love’s raptures are more taking, 

Than all their actual enjoyments waking, 20 

His am’rous passion grew to that extreme, 

Efis dream itself awaked him from his dream. 

Thought he, What jdace is this ! or whither art 
Thou vanish’d from me. Mistress of my heart ? 

But now, I had her in this veiy place. 

Here, fast imprison’d in my glad embrace. 

And, whUe my joys beyond themselves were rapt, 

I know not how, nor whither thou ’rt escaped : 

Stay, and I’ll follow thee. — With that he leap’d 
Up fi'om the lazy couch on which he slept ; 39 

And, wing" d with passion, through his known purlieijS|* 5 « 
Swift as an arrow from a bow, he flew, 

Nor stopp’d, until his fire had him convey’d. 

Where many an assignation he ’d enjoy’d ; 

Where finding, what he sought, a mutual flt^q^^ 

That long had stay’d and call’d, before he came, 
Impatient of delay, without one word, .» 

To lose no further time, he fell aboard } 

But griped so hard, he wounded what he loved ; 

While slie, in anger, thus his heat reproved. . 40 

C. Forbear, foul ravkher, diis rude address ; 

Canst thou at once both injure and caress 1 
P, Thou hast bewitch’d me with 1 % pow’rful charms. 
And I, by drawing blood, would cure my harms. 

C. He that does love would set his heart a-tilt, 

Ere one drop of his lady’s should be spilt. 
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P. Your wounds are but without, and mine within ; 47 
You wound my heart, and I but prick your skin : 

And while your eyes pierce deeper than my claws, 

You blame th’ effect, of which you are the cause. 

(7. How could my guiltless eyes your heart invade. 
Had it not first been by your own betray^ ? 

Hence ’tis, my greatest mme has only been 
(Not in mine eyes, l&ut yours) in being seen. 

P. 1 hurt to love, but do not love to hurt 
{7. That’s worse than making cruelty a sport, 
i'. Pain is tbe foil of pleasure, and delight, 

That sets it off to a more noble height. 

C. He buys his pleasure at a rate too vain, 

That takes it up beforehand of his pain. 60 

P. Pain is more dear than pleasure, when Tis past. 

(7. But grows intolerable, if it last. 

P. Love is too full of honour to regard 
What it enjoys, but suffers, as reward. 

What knight durst ever own a lover’s name, 

That had not been half murder’d by his flame ? 

Or lady, that had never Iain at stake, 

To death, or force of rivals for his sake ? 

(7. When love does meet with injury and pain. 

Disdain ’s the only med’eine for disdain. 7 o 

P. At once I’m happy, and unhappy too, 

In being pleased, and in displeasing you. 

(7. Prepost’rous way of pleasure, and of love, 

That, contrary to its own end, would move I 
’Tis ratlier hate, that covets to destroy; 

Love’s business is to love, and to enjoy. 

P. Enjoying and destroying are all one, 

As flapies destroy that which they feed upon. 

C. He never loved at any gen’rous rate, 

That in th’ enjoyment found his flame abirfe. 

VOL. ii. L 
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As wine (the friend of love) is wont to mate si 

The thirst more violent it pretends to slake ; 

So should fruition do the lover's fire, 

Instead of lessehing, inflame desire. I 

, P. What greater proof that passion does transport, 

‘ When what Fd die for I am forced to hurt ? 

( 7 . Death among lovers is a thing despised, 

And far below a sullen humour pri#d. 

That is more scorned and rail’d at than the gods, 

When they are cross’d in love, or fall at odds. 90 
But since you understand not what you do, 

I am the judge of what I feel, not you. 

P. Passion begins indifierent to prove, 

When love considers any thing but love. 

C. The darts of love (like lightning) wound within, 
And, though they pierce it, never hurt the skin ; 

They leave no marks behind them, where they fly, 
Though through the tend’rest part of all, the eye ; 

But your sharp claws have left enough to show 
IIow tender I have been, how cruel you. 100 

P. Pleasure is pain, for when it is enjoy ?d, . 

All it could wish for was but to V allay'd. 

C. Force is a rugged way of making love. 

P. What you like best, you always disapprove. 

C* He that will wrong his love will not be nice, 

T' excuse the wrong he does to wrong her twice. 

P. Nothing is wrong, but that which is ill meant. 

C. Wounds are ill cured with a good intent. 

P, When you mistake that for an injury 
I never meant, you do the wrong, not I. no 

( 7 . You do not feel yourself the pain you give ; 

But 'tis not that alone for which I grieve ; 

But 'tis your want of passion that I blame, 

That can be cruel where yon own a flame. 
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P, ’Tis you are guilty of that cruelty, lu 

Which you at once outdo, and blame in me : 

For while you stifle and inflame desire, 

You bum, and starre me in the self-same fire. 

G. ft is not I, but you, that do the hurt, 

Who wound yourself, and then accuse me for 't : 120 

As thieves, that rob themselves 'twixt sun and sun, 
Make others pay for what themselves have done. 


SATIRE ON OUR RIDICULOUS IMITATION OF 
THE FRENCH. 

Who would not rather get liim gone ^ 

Beyond tli^ intolerablest zone, 

Or steer his passage through those seas, 

That burn in flames, or those that freeze, 

Than see one nation go to school, 

And learn of another like a fool ? 

To study all its tricks and fashions 
With epidemic aflcctations, 

And dare to wear no mode or dress 
But what they in their wisdom please ; 

As monkeys are, by being taught 
To put on gloves and stockings, caught : 

Submit to all that they devise, 

As if it wore their liveries ; 

Make ready and dress th’ imagination, 

* Not with the clothes, but with the fashion ; 


* * Get him gone : ’ the object of thi* satire was that extravagant and ridi- 
culoos imitation of tlie Frencli, which [H^vailefl in Charles the Second’s reigr*. 
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And change It,’ to fulfil the curse ir 

Of Adam’s fall, for "new, though worse : 

To make their breedkes fall and rise 
From middle legs to middle thighs, 

The tropics between which the hose 
More always as the fashion goes : 

Sometimes wear hats like pyramids, 

And sometimes flat like pipkins’ lids ; 

With broad brims sometimes like umbrellas. 

And sometimes narrow as Punchinello’s : 

In coldest weather go unbraced, 

And close in hot, as if th’ were laced ; 

Sometimes with sleeres and bodies wide, 

And sometimes straiter than a hide : so 

Wear peruques, and with false gray hairs 
Disguise the true ones, and their years ; 

That, when they ’re modish, with the young 
The old may seem so in the throng : 

And as some pupils have been known, 

In time to put their tutors down ; 

So ours are often found t’ liave got 
More tricks, than ever they were taught.: 

With sly intrigues and artifices 
Usurj) their poxes and their vices ; io 

With garnitures upon their shoes. 

Make good their claim to gouty toes ; 

By sudden starts, and shrugs, and groans, 

Pretend to aches in their bones, 

To scabs and botches, and lay trains 
To prove their running of the reins ; 

And, lest they should seem destitute 
Of any mango that’s in repute. 

And be behind hand with the mode. 

Will swear to aystaUine and node : 


(0 
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And, that they may not lose their right, ra 

Make it appear how they came by 't : 

Disdain the country where th’ were bom, 

As bastards their own mothers scorn ,* 

And that which brought them forth contemn. 

As it deserve^, for bearing them . 

Admire whatever they find abroad, 

But nothing here, though e’er so good : 

Be natives wheresoe’er they come, 

And only foreigners at home ; co 

To which th’ appear so far estranged, 

As if they ’d been i’ th’ cradle changed ; 

Or from beyond the seas convey’d 
By witches — not born here, but laid ; 

Or by outlandish fathers were 
Begotten on their mothers here ; 

And therefore justly slight that nation, 

Where they ’ve so mongrel a relation ; 

And seek out other climates, where 
They may degen’rate less than here ; 7o 

As woodcocks, when their plumes are grown, 
Borne on the wind’s wings and their own, 

Forsake the countries where they ’i*e hatch’d, 

And seek out others, to be catch’d. 

So they more nat’rally may please 
And humour their own geniuses, 

Apply to all things, which they ree 
With their own fancies best agree ; 

No matter how ridiculous, 

’Tis all one, if it be in use ; so 

For nothing can be bad or good, 

•But as ’tis in or out of mode ; 

And as the nations are that use it, 

All ought to practise or refuse it : 
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T’ observe their postures, move, and stand, 85 
As they give out the* word o’ command ; 

To learn the dullest of their whims. 

And how to wear their veiy limbs ; 

To turn and manage every part, 

Like puppets, by their rules of art ; 90 

To shrug discreetly, act, and tread, 

And politicly shake the head, 

Until the ignorant (that guess 
At all things by th’ appearances) 

To see how Art and Nature strive. 

Believe them really alive ; 

And that they ’re very men, not things 
That move by puppet-work and springs ; 

When truly aU their feats have been 
As well perform’d by motion-men, loo 

And the worst drolls of Punchinellos 
Were much th’ ingcniouser fellows ; 

For, when they ’re perfect in their lesson, 

Th’ hyiiothesis grows out of season. 

And, all their labour lost, they ’re fain 
To learn new, and begin again : 

To talk eternally and loud, 

And altogether in a crowd. 

No matter what ; for in the noise 

No man minds what another says : no 

To assume a confidence beyond 

Mankind, for solid and profound ; 

And still the less and less they know. 

The greater dose of that allow ; 

Decry all things ; for to be wise 
Is not to know, but to despise ; 

■ And deep judicious confidence 
Has still the odds of wit and sense, 
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And can pretend a title to 119 

Far greatlr tilings than they can do : 

T’ adorn their English with French scraps, 

^nd give their very language claps ; 

Tojemie rightly, and renounce 
r th' pure and most approved of tones, 

And, while they idly tlunk t’ enrich, 

Adulterate their native speech ; 

For though to smaller ends of Greek 

Or Latin be the rhetoric 

Of pedants counted, and vain-glorious. 

To smattcr French is meritorious ; lao 

And to forget their mother-tongue. 

Or purposely to speak it wrong, 

A hopeful sign of parts and wit. 

And that they improve and benefit ; 

As those that have been taught amiss 
In liberal arts and sciences. 

Must all they ’ad learnt before in vain 
Forget quite, and begin again. 


TO THE HONOURABLE EDWARD 
HOWARD, ESQ.i 

UPON HIS INCOMPARABLE POEM OP “ THE BRITISH PRINCES.” 

Sir, — You’ve obliged the British nation more 
Than all their bards could ever do before. 


* ‘ Edward Howard, Esq. : ’ mo.«t of the celebrated wits in Charles the 
Becond’fi reign addressed this gentleman, in a bantering way, open hia poem 
called *• The firitiah Pri/ioes/ aad, among the rest, Butler. 
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And at jonr own charge, monuments more hard s 
Than brass or marble^ to their fame harg rear’d : 

For as all warlike naticms take delight 
To hear how brare their ancestors could fight, 

You have advanced to wonder their renown. 

And no less virtuously improved jour own. 

For 'twill be doubted whether jou do write. 

Or they have acted, at a nobler height. lo 

You of their ancient Princes have retrieved 
More than the ages knew in which they lived ; 

Described their customs, and their rites anew. 

Better than all their Druids ever knew ; 

Unriddled their dark oracles, as well 

As those themselves that made them could foretell. 

For as the Britons long have hoped in rain, 

Arthur would come to govern them again ; 

You have Mfill’d that prophecy alone, 

And in this poem placed him on his throne. 20 

Such magic pow’r has your prodigious pen 
To raise the dead, and give new life to men. 

Make rival princes meet in arras and love. 

Whom distant ages did so far remove : 

For as eternity has neither past, 

Nor future (authors say), nor first, nor last, 

But is all instant ; your eternal Muse 
All ages can to any one reduce. 

Then why should you, whose miracle of art 

Can life at pleasure to the dead impart, so 

Trouble in vain your better-busied head 

T' observe what time they lived in, or were dead ? 

For since you have such arbitrary power. 

It were defect in judgment to go lower, 

Or stoop to things so pitifully lewd, 

As use to take the vulgar latitude. . 
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There’s no man fit to read what you have writ, 
That holds not some proportion with your wit :* 
As light can no way but by light appear, 

He must bring seme, that understands it here. 


A PALINODIE TO THE HON. EDTVARl) 
HOWARD, ESQ. 

UPON HIS INCOMPARABLE POEM ON “ THE BRITISH 
PRINCES." 

It is your pardon. Sir, for which my Muse 
Thrice humbly thus, in form of paper, sues ; 

For having felt the dead weight of your wit, 

She comes to ask forgiveness, and submit ; 

Is sorry for her faults, and, while I write. 

Mourns in the black, does penance in the white. 

But such is her belief in your just candour. 

She hopes you will not so misunderstand her. 

To wrest her harmless meaning to the sense 

Of silly emulation or offence. lo 

No ; your sufficient wit does still declare 

Itself too amply, they are mad that dare 

So vain and senseless a presumption own. 

To yoke your vast parts in comparison. 

And yet you might have thought upon a way 
"F instruct us, how you’d have us to obey. 

And not command our praises, and then bla^e 
All that’s too great, or little for your fame ; 

For who could choose but err, without some trick 
To take your elevation to a nick ? ' 
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As he that tras desired, upon occasion, 

To ma]|^ the Mayor of London an oration, 

Desired his Lordship’s favour, that he might 
lIjSce measure of his mouth, to fit it right ; 

|R>, had you sent a scantling of your wit, 

You might have blamed us, if it did not fit ; 

But ’tis not just t’ impose, and then cry down 
All that’s unequal to your huge renown ; 

For he that writes below your vast desert. 

Betrays his own, and not your want of art. 

Praise, like a robe of state, should not sit close 
To th’ person ’tis made for; but wide and loose ; 
Derives its comeliness from being unfit. 

And such have been our praises of your wit. 

Which is so extraordinary, no height 
Of fancy but your own can do it right ; 

Witness those glorious poems you have writ 
With equal judgment, learning, art, and wit. 

And those stupendious discoveries, 

You’ve lately made of wonders in the skies. 

For who but from yourself did ever hear 
The sphirc of atoms ^ was the atmospJier^^ 

Who ever shut those stragglers in a room. 

Or put a circle about vacuum f 
What should confine those undetermined crowds, 
And yet extend no further than the clouds 1 
Who ever could have thought, but you alone, 

A sign and an ascendant were all one 1 
Or how ’tis possible the Moon should shroud 
Her face, to peep at Mars behind a cloud ; 

Since cloqds below are so far distant placed. 

They cannot hinder her from being barefaced ? , 

^ ^ Sphere of atoms/ &o. : referring to certain absurd ideas in the 
satirixed. 
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Who ever did a language bo enrich, 58 

To scorn all little particles of speech 1 
For though they make the sense clear, yet they’re found 
To be a scurvy hindrance to the sound ; 

Therefore you wisely scorn your style to humble. 

Or for the sense’s sake to wave the rumble. 

Had Homer known this art, he’d ne’er been fain 
To use so many particles in vain, co 

That to no purpose serve, but (as he haps 
To want a syllable) to fill up gaps. 

You justly coin new verbs to pay for those. 

Which in construction you o’ersee and lose : 

And by this art do Priscian no wrong 

When . you break’s head, for ’tis as broad as long. 

These are your own discoveries, which none 
But such a Muse as yours could hit upon. 

That can, in spite of laws of art or rules, 

Make things more intricate than all the schools ; ro 
For what have laws of art to do with you. 

More than the laws with honest men and true 1 
He that’s a prince in poetry should strive 
To cry ’em down, by his prerogative. 

And not submit to that which has no force 
But o’er delinquents and inferior. 

Your poems will endure to be try’d 
r th’ fire like gold, and come forth purify’d ; 

Can only to eternity pretend. 

For they were never writ to any end. so 

All other books bear an uncertain rate. 

But those you write are always sold by weight. 

Each word and syllable brought to the scale, 

And» valued to a scrapie in the sale. 

For, when the paper’s charged with your rich wit, 

’Tis for all purposes and uses fit. 
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Has an abstersive virtue to make clean 
Whatever Nature made in man obscene. 

Boys find, b' experiment, no paper-kite. 

Without your verse, can make a noble flight. 

It keeps our spice and aromatics sweet ; 

In Paris they perfume their rooms with it ; 

For burning but one leaf of yours, they say, 

Driiea all their stinks and nastiness away. 

Cocis keep their pies from burning with your wit, 
Thfeir pigs and geese from scorching on the spit : 
And vintners find their wines are ne’er the worse. 
When ars’nic’s only wrapt up in the verse. 

These are the great performances, that raise 
Your mighty parts above all reach of praise. 

And give us only leave t’ admire your worth. 

For no man, but yourself, can set it forth. 

Whose wondrous pow’r ’s so generally known. 
Fame is the echo, aijd her voice your own. 


SATIRE UPON DRUNKENNESS. 

’Tis pity WINE, which Nature meant 
To man in kindness to present, 

And gave him kindly to caress 
And cherish his frail happiness. 

Of equal virtue to renew 
His weary’d mind, and body too. 

Should {like the cyder-tree in Eden, 
Which only grew, to be forbidden) 

No sooner come to be enjoy’d, 

But th’ owner’s fatally destroy’d ; 
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And that 'which she for good design’d, ii 

Becomes the ruin of mankind, 

That for a little vain excess 
Runs out of all its happiness. 

And makes the friend of Truth and Love 
Their greatest adversary prove ; 

T’ abuse a blessing she bestow’d 
So truly essential to his good ; 

To countervail his pensive cares, 

And slavish drudgery of affairs ; 20 

To teach him judgment, wit, and sense, 

And, more than all these, confidence ; 

To pass his times of recreation 
In choice and noble conversation. 

Catch truth and reason unawares, 

As men do health in wholesome airs 
(While fools their converaants possess 
As unawares with sottishness) ; 

To gain access a private way 
To man’s best sense, by its own key, 30 

Which painful judges strive in vain 
By any other course t’ obtain ; 

To pull off all disguise, and view 
Things as they ’re natural and true ; 

Discover fools and knaves, allow’d 
For wise and honest in the crowd ; 

With innocent and virtuous sport 

Make short days long, and long nights short, 

And mirth the only antidote 

Against diseases, ere they ’re got ; io 

To save health harmless from th’ access 

Both of the med’cine and disease ; 

Or make it help itself, secure 
Against the desperat’st lit, the case. 
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All these sublime prerogatives 45 

Of happiness to human lives 
He vainly throws away, and slights 
For madness, noise, and bloody fights ; 

When nothing can decide, but swords 

And pots, the right or wrong of words, 50 

Like princes’ titles; and he’s outed 

The justice of his cause that’s routed. 

No sooner has a charge been sounded, 

With — Son of a Yfhore, and — Damned confounded — 
And the bold signal given, the &, 

But instantly the bottles fly ; 

Where cups and glasses are small shot, 

And cannon-ball a pewter-pot. 

That blood that ’s hardly in the vein, 

Is now remanded back again ; ^ 60 

Tho’ sprung from wine of the same piece, 

And near a-kin, within degrees, 

Strives to commit assassinations 
On its own natural relations; 

And those twin-spirits, so kind-hearted, 

That from their friends so lately parted, 

No sooner several ways are gone, 

But by themselves are set upon, 

Surprised like brother against brother, 

And put to th’ sword by one another : 70 

So much more fierce are civil wars, 

Thau those between mere foreigners ; 

And man himself, with wine possest, 

More savage than the wildest boast. 

For serpents, when they meet to water. 

Lay by their poison and their nature : 

And fiercest creatures, that repair, 

In thirsty deserts, to their rare 
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And distant rivers’ banks to drink, 7s> 

In love and close alliance link, 

And from their mixture of strange seeds 
Produce new, never-heard-of breeds, 

T(f whom the fiercer unicorn 
Begins a large health with his horn 
As cuckolds put their antidotes, 

When they drink coffee, into tb’ pots. 

While man, with raging drink inflamed. 

Is far more savage and untamed ; 

Supplies his loss of wit and sense 

With barbarousness and insolence; bo 

Believes himself, the less he ’s able, 

•The more heroic and formidable ; 

Lays by his reason in his bowls, 

As Turks are said to do their souls, 

Until it has so often been 
Shut out of its lodging, and lei in. 

At length it never can attain 
To find the riglit way back again ; 

Drinks all his time away, and prunes 

The end of’s life, as vignerons loo 

Cut short the branches of a vine. 

To make it bear more plenty o’ wine ; 

And that which Nature did intend 
T’ enlarge his life, perverts t’ its end. 

So Noah, when he anchor’d safe on 
The mountain’s top, his lofty haven. 

And all the passengers he bore 
Were on the new world set ashore, 

* ‘ Health with his horn it was believed, that this animal used to dip its 
horn, whith was medicinal, in the water to purify it, .bclor© it wonld drink, 
and that, for the same reason, other beaiAs waited to see it drink before 
them. 
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He made it next hk ehief design m 

To plant, and propagate a yine, 

Which since has overwhelmed and drown’d 
Far greater nniabers, on dry ground, 

Of wretched mankind, one by one, 

Than all the flood before had done. 


SATIRE UPON MARRIAGE. 

Sure marriages were never so well fitted. 

As when to matrimony men were committed, 

Like thieves by justices, and to a wife 
Bound, like to good behaviour, during life : 

For then ’twas but a civil contract made 
Between two partners that set up a trade ; 

And if both fail’d, there was no conscience 
Nor faith invaded, in the strictest sense ; 

No canon of the Church, nor vow was broke, 

When men did free their gall’d necks from the yoke ; lo 
But when they tired, like other horned beasts, 

Might have it taken oflF, and take their rests, 

Without being bound in duty to show cause, 

Or reckon with divine or human laws. 

For since, what use of matrimony has been, 

But to make gallantry a greater sin ? 

As if there were no appetite nor gust, 

Below adultery, in modish lust ; 

Or no debauchery were exquisite, 

Until it has attain’d its perfect height. 

For men do now take wives to nobler ends, 

Not*to bear children, but to bear ’em friends, 
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Whom nothing «im ttt; » irate st 

As these midearing <^k)6S di llte. 

For men are now gro^ ^ie^ mid nndeirBtand 
> How to improve their crimei^ as woQ as land ; 

And, if ^ey’ve ksoe, make the infants pay 
Down for their own begetting n* the day, 

The charges of the gossipping disburse. 

And pay beforehand (ere they 'r^ born) the nurse ; so 
As he that got a monster on a cow. 

Out of design of setting up a show. 

For why should not the brats for aQ'''kcctmnt, 

As well as for the christ’ning at the fount, 

When those that stand for them, lay down the rate 
O’ th’ banquet and the priest, in spoons and plate 1 

The ancient Romans made the state allow 
For getting all men’s children above two : 

Then married men, to propagate the breed. 

Had great rewards for what they never did ; 40 

Were privileged, and highly honour’d too, * 

For owning what their friends were fain to do ; 

For, so they ’ad children, they regarded not 
By whom (good men) or how th^ were begot. 

To borrow wives (like money) or to lend. 

Was then the dvil office of a fkiend. 

And he that made a scruple in the case 
Was held a miserable wretch and base ; 

For when they ’ad children by 'em, th’ honest men 
Return’d ’em to their husbands back again. so 

Then for th’ encouragement and propagation 
Of such a great concernment to the nation. 

All people were so full of complacence. 

And civil duty to the public sense. 

They had no name t’ express a cuckold then, 

But that which signify’d idl married men ; 

VOL. IL K 
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Nor was the thing accottnted a disgrace, 57 

Unless among the dirty populace, 

And no man understands on what account 
Less ciril nations after hit upon 't : 

For to be known a cuckold can be no ® 

Dishonpur, but to him that thinks it so ; 

For, if he feel no chagrin or remorse, 

His forehead’s shot-free, and he’s ne’er the worse. 

For horns (like homy callouses) are found 
To grow on skulls that hare received a wound. 

Are crack’d and broken ; not at all on those 
That are invulnerate and free from blows. 

What a brave time had cuckold-makers then, 

When they were held the worthiest of men, 70 

The real fathers of the commonwealth, 

That planted colonies in Rome itself! 

When he that help’d his neighbours, and begot 
Most Romans, was the noblest patriot ! 

For, if a bsave man, that preserved from death 
One citizen, was honour’d with a wreath ; 

He, that more gallantly got three or four. 

In reason must deserve a great deal more. 

Then, if those glorious worthies of old Rome, 

That civilized the world they ’ad overcome, so 

And taught it laws and learning, found this way 
The best to save their empire from decay ; 

Why should not these, that borrow all the worth 
They have from them, not take this lesson forth — 

Get children, friends, and honour too, and money. 

By prudent managing of gial^Im^y 1 
For, if ’tis honourable by all contest, ^ 

Adult’ry must be worshipful at least ; 

And these times great, when private men are come 
Up to the height and politic of Rome. 


80 
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All by-blows were not only £ree-bora thent »i 

But, like Jobn lilburne,* free-begotten men f < 

Had equal right and privilege with Idies^ 

That daim by title right of the four seas 
For, being in marriage lK>rn, it matters not, 

After what liturgy they were begot ; 

And if there be a difference, they have 
Th’ ^vantage of the chance in proving Iwsve, 

By being engender’d with more life and force. 

Than those begotten the dull way of course. xoo 

The Chinese place all piety and zeal 
In serving with their wives the commonweal ; 

Fix all their hopes of merit and salvation. 

Upon their women’s supererogaiion : 

With solemn vows their wives and daughters bind, 

Like Eve in Paradise, to all mankind ; 

And those that can produce the most gallants, 

Are held the preciousest of all their saints ; 

Wear rosaries about their necks, to con 
Their exercises of devotion on ; no 

That serve them for certificates to show 
With what vast numbers they have had to do : 

Before they ’re marry’d, make a conscience 
T’ omit no duty of incontinence ; 

And she that has been oftenest prostituted 
Is worthy of the greatest match reputed. 

But, when the conqu’ring Tartar went about 
To root this orthodox religion out. 

They stood for conscience, and resolved to die. 

Rather than change the ancient purity 120 

Of that religion, which their ancestors 
4 nd they had prosper’d in so many years ; 

> * John Lttbame : * tee Itw character, Hndibnyi. — * * Title right of the four 
tern : ' by the audent law of Eogbuul, if a child was bona wMlat the hoahitid 
waa witi^ the four seaa, it was oonsiitered legitimate. 
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Vow’d to their gods to sacrifice their lives, m 

And die their daughtei's’ martyrs, and their wives’, 
Before they would commit so great a sin 
Agmnst the faith they had been bred up in. 


UPON AN HYPOCRITICAL NONCONFORMIST. 

A PINDABIC ODE. 


There’s nothing so absurd, or vain. 

Or barbarous, or inhumane. 

But, if it lay the least pretence 
To piety and godliness, 

Or tender-hearted conscience ; 

And zeal for Gospel-truths profess, 

Does sacred instantly commence ; 

And all that dare but question it, are straight < 
Pronounced th’ uncircumcised and reprobate ; 

As malefactors that escape and fly , 

Into a sanctuary for defence, • ^ 

Must not be brought to justice 
Although their crimes be ne’er so gip|t fod high ; 
And he that dares presume to^o % 

Is sentenced and deliver’d op 
To Satan, that engaged him to ’t, 

For vent’ring wickedly to put a stop 
To his immunities and free affairs. 

Or meddle saucily with theirs 
That are employ’d by him ; wliile he and they 
Proceed in a religious and a holy way. 
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And as the Pagans heretofore 
Did their own handiworks adore, 

And made their stone and timber deities, 

Their temples and their altars, of one piece, 

The same outgoings seem t' inspire 
Our modem solf-wiird fidifier, 

That, out of things as far from sense, and more, 
Contrires new light and revelation, 

The creatures of th' imagination. 

To worship and fall down before ; 

Of which his crack’d delusions draw 
As monstrous images and rude, 

As ever Pagan, to believe in, hew’d. 

Or madman in a vision saw ; 

Mistakes the feeble impotence. 

And vain delusions of his m>nd, 

For spiritual gifts and offerings. 

Which Heaven to present him brings ; 

And still, the further ’tis from sense, 
Believes it is the more relined, 

And ought to be received with greater reverence. 

ni. 

But, as all tricks, whose principles 
Are false, prove false in ail things else, 

The dull and heavy hypocrite 
Is bat in pension with bis conscience. 

That pays him for maintaining it 
With zealous rage and impudence ; 

And, as the one grows obstinate, 

So does the other rich and fat ; 

Disposes of his gifts and dispensations, 

Like spiritual foundations 
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Endowed to pious uses, and design'd 
To entertain the weak, the lame, and blind, 

But still diTerts them to as bad, or worse, 

Than others are by unjust governors : 

For, like our modem Publicans, 

He still puts out all dues 
He owes to Heav'n, to the Devil to use, 

And makes his godly interest great gains ; 
Takes all the Brethren (to recruit 
The spirit in him) contribute, 

And, to repair and edify his spent 
And broken-winded outward man, present 
For painful holding forth against the government. 

IV. 

The subtle spider never spins, 

But on dark days, his slimy gins ; 

Nor does our engineer much care to plant 
His spiritual machines, ‘ » 

Unless among the weak and ignorant^ 

Th' inconstant, credulous, and lights ^ 

The vain, the factious, and the slight, 

That in their zeal are most extravagant : 

For trouts are tickled best in muddy water ; 

And still the muddier he finds their brains, 

The more he's sought, and follow'd after ; 
And greater ministrations gains ; 

For talking idly is admired, 

x\nd speaking nonsense held inspired ; 

And still, the flatter and more dull 
His gifts appear, is held more powerful : 

For blocks are better cleft with wedges, 

Than tools of sharp and subtle edges ; 

And dullest nonsense has been found 
By some to be the solid'st, and the most profound. 
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V. 

A great Apostle once was said 
With too much learning to be mad ; 
put our great saint becomes distract, 

And only with too little crack'd ; 

Cries moral truths and human learning down, 

And will endure no reason but his own. 

For 'tis a drudgery and task, 

Not for a Saint, bu^ Vagan oracle, 

To answer all men can object or ask ; 

But to be found impregnable, 

And with a sturdy forehead to hold out, 

In spite of shame or reason, resolute, 

Is braver than to argue and confute. 

As he that can draw blood, they say, 

From witches, takes their magic pow'r away : 

So he that draws blood inf a Brother's face, 

Takes all his gifts away, and light, and grace. 

For whil(\he liolcls that nothing is so damnM 
And shameful as to be ashamed. 

He ne'er can be attack'd, 

But will come off ; for Confidence, well back'd, 
Among the weak and prepossest, 

Has often Truth, with all her kingly pow'r, opprest. 


VI. 

It is the nature of late zeal, 

'Twill not be subject, nor rebel, 

Nor left at large, nor be restrain'd, 

But where there 's something to be gain'd ; 
And, that being once reveal'd, defies 
• The law, with all its penalties ; 

And is convinced, no pale 
O' th' Church can be so sacred as a jail. 

^ For, as the Indians' prisons are their mines; 
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So he has found are all restraints 
To thriying and free-conscienced Saints ; 

For the same thing enriches that confines ; 

And, like to Lully, when he was in hold,^ 

He turns his baser metals into gold; 

Receives returning and retiring fees 
For holding forth, and holding of his peace, 

Am takes a pension to be advocate 
And standing counsel ’gainst the Church and State 
For gall’d and tender consciences; 

Commits himself to prison, to trepan, 

Draw in, and spirit all he can ; 

For birds in cages have a call, 

To draw the wildest into nets. 

More prevalent and natural, 

Than all our artificial pipes and counterfeits. 

VII. 

His slipp’ry conscience has more tricks ^ 

Than all the juggling empirics, 

And ev’ry one another contradicts; 

All laws of Heaven and Earth can break, 

And swallow oaths, and blood, and rapine easy ; 

And yet is so infirm and weak, 

Twill not endure the gentlest check. 

But at the slightest nicety giws queasy ; 

Disdains control, and yet can be 
No where, but in a prison, free; 

Can force itself, in spite of God, 

Who makes it free as thought at home, 

A slave and villain to become, 

To serve its interests abroad : 

^ * Like to lAiUy, when he was m hold,’ &e. : Lolly was a famoos chymist 
in the thirtecntli century, who, journeying to the east, was thrown into prison, 
and oontinued there to prosecute his researches. 
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And, though no Pharisee ■was e’er so cunning 
At tithing mint and cummin ; 

No dull idolater wm e’er so fiat 

In things of deep and solid weight ; 

Pretends to charity and holiness, 

But is implacable to peace, 

And out of tenderness grows obstinate. 

And, though the zeal of God’s house ate a Prince 
And Prophet up (ho says) long since, 

• His cross-grain’d peremptory zeal 
Would eat up God’s house, and devour it at a meal. 

VIII. 

He does not pray, but prosecute. 

As if he went to law, his suit ; 

Summons his Maker to appear, 

And answer what he shall prefer ; 

Returns him back his gift of pray’r, 

N^ to petition, but declare ; 

Exhibits cross Complaints 
Against him fw the breach of Covenants, 

And all thOi charters of the Saints ; 

Pleads guilty to the*action, and yet stands 
Upon high terms and bold demands ; 

Excepts against him and his laws. 

And will be judge himself in his own cause ; 

And grows more saucy and severe 
Than th’ Heathen Emp’ror was to Jupiter,^ 

That used to wrangle with him, and dispute. 

And sometimes would speak softly in his ear, 
And sometimes loud, and rant, and tear. 

And threaten, if he did not grant bis suit. 

^ * Heatbeo Emperor was to Jitter : ' Caiigtila. Ese Soetonins. 
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IX. 

But when his painful gifts h’ eipploys 
In holding forth, the virtue lies 
Not in the letter of the sense, 

But in the spiritual vehemence, 

The powV and dispensation of the voice. 

The zealous pangs and agonies, 

And heav’nly turnings of the eyes ; 

The groans, with which he piously destroys, 

, ‘And drowns the nonsense in the noise ; 
And grows so loud, as if he meant to force 
And take in Heav’n by violence ; 

To fright the Saints into salvation, 

Or scare the Devil from temptation ; 

Until he falls so low and hoarse, 

No kind of carnal sense 
Can be made out of what he means : 

But as the ancient Pagans were precise 
To use no short-taiVd beast in sacrifice. 
He still conforms to them, and has a care, 
T’ allow the largest measure to his paltry ware. 


X. 

The ancient Churches, and the best, 

By their own martyrs’ blood increased ; 
But he has found out a new way. 

To do it with the blood of those 
That dare his Church’s growth oppose. 
Or her imperious canons disobey; 

And strives to carry on the work, 

Like a true primitive reforming Tm'k, 

With holy srage and edifying war. 

More safe and pow’rful ways by far ; 
For the Turk’s patriarch. Mahomet, 
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Waa the first great Reformer, and the chief 
Of th’ ancient Chri^ian belief, 

That mix’d it with new light, and cheat, 
With revelations, dreams, and visions, 
^d apostolic superstitions. 

To be held forth, and carry/d on by war ; 
And his successor w^as a Presbyter, 

With greater right than Haly or Abubeker.* 


XI. 

For as a Turk, that is to act some crime 
Against his Prophet’s holy law. 

Is wont to bid his soul withdraw, 

And leave his body for a time : 

So, when some horrid action ’s to be done. 

Our Turkish proselyte puts on 
Another spirit, and lays by his own ; 

And when his over-heated brain 
Turns giddy, like his brother Mussulman, 

He ’s judged inspired, and all his frenzies held 
To be prophetic, and reveal’d. 

The one believes all madmen to be saints. 

Which th’ other cries him down for, and abhors ; 

And yet in madness all devotion plants, 

-And where he difiers most concurs ; 

Both equally exact and just 
In peijury and breach of trust ; 

So like in all things, that one Brother 
Is but a counterpart of th’ other ; 

And both unanimously damn 

And hate (like two that play one game) 

Bach pther for it, while they strive to do»the same. 

' ‘ Ha]y or Abnbeker : ’ Haly and Abobdeer were Maltomct’a iinmediate 
successors^ the one in Arabia, and the other at Bagdat. 
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Xll. / 

Both equally desiga to raise 
Their churches by the self-same ways ; 
With war and ruin to assert 
Their doctrine, and with sword and fire convert 
To preach the Gospel with a drum, 

And for convincing overcome ; 

And though, in worshipping of God all blood 
Was by his own laws disallow^, 

Both hold no holy rites to be so good : 

And both to propagate the breed 
Of their own Saints one way proceed ; 

For lust and rapes in war repair as fast, 

As fury and destruction waste ; 

Both equally allow all crimes 
As lawful means to propagate a sect ; 

For laws in war can be of no effect, 

And licence does more good in Gospel-times. 
Hence ^tis, that holy wars have ever been 
The horrid’st scenes of blood and sin ; 

For when Religion does recede 
From her own nature, nothing but a breed 
Of prodigies and hideous monsters can succeed. 


UPON MODERN CRITICS- 

A PIKDARIO OBB. 


1 . . 

’Txs well that equal Heaven has placed 
^ Those joys above that to reward 
The just and virtuous are prepared. 
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Beyond their reach, until their pains are past ; 
Else men would rather venture to possess 
By force, than earn their happiness ; 

And only take the Devil's advice, 

As Adam didi, how soonest to be wise. 

Though at th’ expense of Paradise : 

For, as some say, to fight is but a base 
Mechanic handiwork, and far below 
A gen’rous spirit t’ undergo : 

So 'tis to take the pains to know. 

Which some, with only confidence and face 
More easily and ably do ; 

For daring nonsense seldom fails to hit, 

Like scatter’d shot, and pass with some for wit. 
Who would not rather make himself a judge. 

And boldly usurp the chair. 

Than with dull industry and care 
Endure to study, think, and drudge 
For that which he much sooner may advance 
With obstinate and pertinacious ignorance ? 


ii. 

For all men challenge, tho’ in spite 
Of Nature and their stars, a rigb 
To censure, judge, and know ; , 
Tho’ she can only order who 
Shall be, and who shall ne’er be, wise : 
Then why should those whom she denies 
Her favour and good graces to. 

Not strive to take opinion by surprize. 

And ravish what it wefe in vain to woo ? 
l^or he that desp’rately assumes 
Hie censure of all wits and arts, 

Tho* without judgment, skill, wid parts, 
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ObIj to E^arUe aniO amuse, 

Aad mask his ignorance (as Indians use 
Witk gaudj-colour’d plumes 
if Their homely nether parts t’ adorn), 

Can never fail to captive some, 

That ^01 submit to his oraculous doom. 

And rev’rence what they ought to scorn : 

Admire his sturdy confidence 
For solid judgment and deep sense ; 

And credit purchased without pains or wit, 

Like stolen pleasures, ought to be most sweet. 

in. 

Two self-admirers, that combine 
Against the world, may pass a fine ^ 

Upon all judgment, sense, and wit, 

And settle it as they think fit, 

On one another, like the choice ® 

Of Persian princes by one horse’s voice. 

For those fine pageants, which some raise,® 

Of false and disproportion’d pfaise, 

T’ enable whom they please t’ appear. 

And pass for what they never were. 

In private only being Wt named. 

Their modesty must be ashamed, 

And not endure to hear ; 

And yet may be divulged and famed, 

And own’d in public every where : 

So vain some authors are to boast 
Their want of ingenuity, and dub 

Their affidavit wits, to dub ♦ • 

> * Pam a tne ; ' to pm or levj a fine is a legiU phrase; slgnifyiug nofie 
of changing or afienattug real property. * * like the choice: ’ Dados was so 
ohosea; see Herodotus. — * ‘ Which some raise: ’ this allodes to the custom 
of oshertog hooks of poetry to the puhUc with leoomineiidatory venes. 
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ISacli o&er but a Roi^t o’ tb’ Fosti ' 

As false as suborn’d perjurers, 

That Touch avaj all i%ht tbey^ hare to their owq ears. 


But when all other courses fail, 

There is one easy artifico, 

, That seldom has beoa known to miss ; 

To cry all mankind down, and rail ; 

For he whom all men do contemn. 

May be allow’d to rail again at them, 

And in his own defence 
To outface reason, wit, and sense. 

And all that makes against himself condemn ; 

To snarl at all things right or wrong. 

Like a mad dog, that has a worm in ’s tongue ; 

Reduce all knowledge back of good and evil, 

T' its first original the Deril ; 

And, like a fierce Inquisitor of wit, 

To spare no flesh, that ever spoke or writ ; 

Though to perform his task as dull. 

As if he had a toad-stone in his skull, ^ 

And could produce a greater stock 
Of maggots than a pastoral poet’s flock. 

■ i 

V. 

Thn fi»cldest vermin can destroy, 

Aspire as stoutest beasts of prey ; 

AiM only with their eyes and breath 
Infect, and poison men to death : 

But that mo{'e impotent buffoon, 

‘ ‘ Tdttd-itODe io bU akuU : ’ wbat waa called the toad-atone, waa auppoaed 
or pretended to be a atony concretion found in the beads of toads, and was re- 
commended by quacks and empirics as of great medidnal use, Bm Brown’s 
* Vulgar Errors/ 
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Tllit males it Imth his bus’ness and his sport 
To rail at all, is bat a drone, 

That spends Us sting on what he cannot hurt, 

Enjoys a Lind of lechery in spite, 

Like o’ergrown sinners, that in^whipping take deMght ; 
In'tades the reputation of all those 
That have, or have it not to lose ; 

And if he chance to make a difference, 

'Tis always in the wrongest sense ; 

As rooking gamesters never lay 
Upon those hands that use fair play ; 

But venture all their bets 
Upon the slurs, and cunning tricks of ablest cheats. 


TI. 

Nor does he vex himself much less 
Than all the world beside ; 

Falls sick of other men’s excess, 

Is humbled only at their pride. 

And wretched at their happiness ; 

Revenges on himself the wrong, 

Which his vain malice and loose tongue 
To those, that feel it not, .have done ; 

And whips and spurs himself, because he is outgone ; 
Makes idle characters and tales. 

As counterfeit, unlike, and false. 

As witches’ pictures are of wax and clay. 

To those whom they would in eflBgy slay. 

And as the Devil, that has no shape of ’s own. 
Affects to put the ugliest on. 

And leaves a stink behind him, when he’s gone : 

So he, that 's worse than nothing, strives t’ appear. 

F th’ likeness of a wolf or bear, 

To fright the weak ; but, when men dare 
Encounter with him, stinks, and vanishes to air. 
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TO THE HAPPY MEMORY OP THE MOST 
• RENOWNED DU«VAL.^ 

A PINDARIC ODE. 


I. 

'Tis true, to compliment the dead 
Is as impertinent and vain, 

As ’twas of old to call them back again, 

Or, like the Tartars, give them wives 
With settlements, for after-lives ; 

For all that can be done, or said, 

'Fho’ e'er so noble, gi’cat, and good, 

By them is neither heard, nor understood. 

All our fine sleights, and tricks of <art, 

First to create, and then adore desert, 

And those romances, which we frame, 

To raise ourselves, not them, a name, 

In vain are stuft witji ranting flatteries, 

And such as, if they knew, they would despise. 
For as those times the Golden Age we call, 

In which there was no gold in use at all ; 

So we plant glory and renown, 

Where it was ne'er deserved, nor known, 

But to worse purpose many times, 

To flourish o’er nefarious crimes, 

And cheat the World, that never seems to mind, 

How good or bad men die, but what they leave behind. 

* *Du-VaI ; ’ Claude, a highwayman, bom in France, and hanged at Ty- 
burn in 1660 ; handsome, gallant, and very po{ialar with the feinaio sex. 

VOL. 11, N 
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And yejt the braye Dn-Val, whose naipe 
Can never be worn out by Fame, 

That lived, and dy’d, to leave behind 
A great example to mankind ; 

That fell a public sacrifice, 

From ruin to preserve those few, 

Who, tho’ born false, may be made true, 

And teach the world to be more just and wise, 

Ought not, like vulgar ashes, rest > 

Unmention’d in his silent chest. 

Not for his own, but public interest. 

He, like a pious man, some years before 
Tl)' arrival of his fatal hour, 

Made ev^ry day he had to live, 

To his last minute a preparative ; 

Taught tlie wild Arabs on the road 
To act in a more genteel mode ; 

Take prizes more obligingly than those 
Who never had been bred jfilous : ^ 

And liow to hang in a more graceful fashion, 

Than e’er was known before to the dull English natipi|^ * 

in. 

In France, the staple of new modes, 

Where garbs and miens are current goQi$|| ‘ 

That serves the ruder northern nationf 
With methods of address and treat ; v 
Prescribes new garnitures and fashions, 

And how to drink and how to eat 
No out-of-fashion vrine or meat ; 


* ‘ a Fmich worji, aiguifylng a thief or a pickpocket. 
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To anderstaod cravats and plumes, 

And the most moilish from the old perfumes ; 

To koov the age and pedigrees 
Of points of Flandres or Veuise ; 

0ast their nativities, and, to a day. 

Foretell how long they '11 hold, and when decay ; 
T’ affect the purest negligences 
• In gestures, gaits, and miens. 

And speak by ropartee-roiwm 
Out of the most authentic of romances ; 

And to demonstrate with substantial reason. 
What ribands all the year are in or out of season. 


IV. 

In this great academy of mankind 
He had his birth and education ; 

Where all men are so ingeniously iucUned, 

They understand by imitation. 

Improve untaught, before they are aware, 

As if they suck’d their breeding from the air. 
That naturally does dispense 
To all a deep and solid confidence ; 

A virtue of that precious use. 

That he, whom bounteous Heav’u endues 
But with a mod’rate share of it, 

Can want no worth, abilities, or wit : 

In aU the deep Hermetic arts 
(For so of late the learned call 
All tricks, if strange and mystical) 

He had improved his nat’ral parts ; 

.^nd with his magic rod cpuld sound 
Where hidden treasure might be found. 

He, like a lord o’ th’ manor, seized upon 
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Whatever hi^pen'd in his my, 

As lawful wdft and stray, ^ 

And after, by the custom, kept it as his own. 


V. 

From these first rudiments he grew 
Tf nobler feats, and try’d his force 
* ^pon whole troops of foot and horse, o 

Whom he as bravely did subdue ; 

Declared all caravans that go 
Upon the king’s highway, the foe ; 

Made many desperate attacks 

Upon itinerant brigades 

Of all professions, ranks, and trades. 

On carriers’ loads, and pedlars’ packs ; 

Made ’em lay down their arms, and yield. 

And, to the smallest piece, restore 
All that by cheating they had gain’d before ; 

And after plunder’d all the baggage of the field. 

In every bold affair of war 
He had the chief command, and led them on ; 

For no man is judged fit to have the care 
Of others’ lives, until h’ has made it known 
How much he does despise and scorn his own. 


VI. 

Whole provinces ’twixt SUn and Sun, 

Have by his conqu’ring sword been won ; 

And mighty sums of money laid, 

For ransom, upon every man. 

And hostages deliver’d till ’twas paid. 

Th’ excise and chi^ney-pubUcan, 

* * Had utray : ’ or waifs, are sach stolen goods as are abandoned 

or oast away by the thief on W being pursued, which are forfeited to the king. 



GENtriNB BSKAIiirS. 


IS7 


The Jew-fbre8ta]ler and enhancer, 

To him for all their crimes did answmr. 

He Tanqnish’d the most fierce and fell 
Of all his foes, the Constable ; 

,^!nd oft had beat his quarters up. 

And routed him, and all his troop. 

He took the dreadful lawjrer’s fees, 

• Ihat iu his own allow’d highway 
Does feats of am,s as great as his, 

A nd, when they encounter in it, wins the day : 

Safe in his garrison, the Court, 

Where meaner criminals are sentenced for ’t, 

To this stem foe he oft gave quarter. 

But as the Scotchman did t’ a Tartar, 

That he, in time to come, 

Might in return from him receive his fatal doom. 

VII, 

lie would have starved this mighty town, 

^ * And brought its haughty spirit down, 

. Have cut it off from all relief, 

A.ud, like a wise and valiant chief, 

'^adc many a fierce assault 
Upon all ammunition carts. 

And those that bring up cheese, or malt, 

Or bacon, from remoter parts ; 

No convoy e’er so strong with food 
Durst venture on the desp’rate road : 

He made th’ undaunted waggoner obey. 

And the fierce higgler contribution pay ; 

The savage butcher and stout drover 
Durst mot to him their feeble troops discover : 
And if he had but kept the field, 

In time had made the city yield ; 
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For great towns, like to crocodiles, are found, 
r th’ belly aptest to receive a mortal wound. 

Till. 

• But when the fatal hour arrived. 

In which his stars began to frown, 

And had in close cabals contrived 
To pull him from his height of glory down ; 

And he, by numerous foes opprest. 

Was in th’ enchanted dungeon cast, 

Secured with mighty guards, 

Lest he, by force or stratagem. 

Might prove too cunning for their chains and them, 
And break thro’ all their locks, and bolts, and wards ; 
Had both his legs by charms committed 
To one another’s charge. 

That neither might be set at large. 

And all their fury and revenge outwitted. 

As jewels of high value are 
Kept under locks with greater care, 

Than those of meaner rates ; 

So he was in stone walls, and chains, and iron grates. 


IX. 

Thither came ladies from all parts. 

To offer up close prisoners their hearts, 

Which he received as tribute due. 

And made them yield up love and honour too ; 
But in more brave heroic ways 
Than e’er were practised yet in plays . 

For those two spiteful foes, who never meet 
But full of hot contests and piques 
About punctilios and mere tricks, 

Did all their quarrels to his doom submit ; 
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And, far more generous and free, 

In contemplation only of him did t^e, 

Both fully aatisfy’d ; the one 
With those fresh laurels he had won, 

A«d all the brave renowned feats 
He bad perform'd in iirms ; 

The other with his person and his charms : 

•For just as larks are catch’d in nets, 

By gazing on a piece of glass ; 

So while the ladies view’d his brighter eyes, 

And smoother polish’d face, 

Their gentle hearts, alas ! were taken by surprise. 

X. 

Never did bold knight, to relieve 
Distressed dames, such dreadful feats achieve, 

As feeble damsels, for his sake. 

Would have been proud to undertake ; 

And bravely ambitious to redeem 
The world’s loss and their own, 

Strove w'ho should have the honour to lay down, 
And change a life with him : . 

But finding all their hopes in vain 
To move his fix'd determined fate, 

Their life itself began to hate, 

As if it were an infamy 

To live, when he was doom’d to die ; 

Made loud appeals and moans, 

To less hard-hearted grates and stones ; 

Came, swell’d with sighs, and drown’d in tears. 
To yield themselves his fellow-sufiferers ; 

4nd follow’d him, like prisoners of war. 
Chain’d to the lofty wheels of his triumphant car. 
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A PANEGYRIC 


WON SIS JOHN DBNHAM’S EECOVESY PEOM HIS MADNESS.' 


Sis, you ’ve outlived desperate a fit, 

As none could do, but an immortal wit ; 

Had yours been less, all helps had been in vain, « 

And thrown away, tho’ on a less sick brain. 

But you were so far from receiving hurt. 

You grew improved, and much the better for’t. 

As when th’ Arabian bird does sacrifice. 

And burn himself in his own country’s spice, 

A maggot first breeds in her pregnant ura, 

"Which after does to a young phoenix turn : lo 

So your hot brain, burnt in its native fire, 

Did life renew’d and vig’rous youth acquire ; 

And with so much advantage, some have guess’d, 

Your after-wit is like to be your best ; 

And now expect far greater matters of ye. 

Than the bought Cooper’s Hill,® or borrow’d Sophgr,;, 
Such as your Tully lately dress’d in verse, 

Like those he made himself, or not much woj^' - 
And Seneca’s dry sand, unmix’d with limejf; 

Such as you cheat the King with, botch’d tiw^hyme. 20 
Nor were your morals less improved ; all^fide 
And native insolence quite laid aside ; 

, And that ungovcrn’d outrage, that was wont 
All, that you durst with safety, to affront : 

' Wood, in bia ^ Athena;,’ informs ns, that Sir John Denham, in the year 
1661 , was made Knight of the Bath, and waa esteemed by the King for his 
ingenuity ; but upon some discontent arising from a second match, became 
cmaed for a time. Some say that be poisoned his wife from jealousy of the 
Duke of York. — • ‘ Cooper’s BUI : ’ alluding to reports of plagiarism bronght 
against Sir J. D. 
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No china cupboard rudely orerthrown ; ss 

Nor lady tipp’d, by being accosted, down ; 

No poet jeer’d, for scribbling amiss, 

Witibi verses forty times more lewd than his : 

Nor did your crutch give battle to your duns. 

And hold it out, where you hadi|uilt a sconce ; so 
Nor furiously laid orange-wench aboard, 

Forrfisking what in fruit and love you ’d scored ; 

But all civility and complacence. 

More than you ever used before or since. 

Beside, you never over-reach’d the King* 

One farthing, ail the while, in reckoning, 

Nor brought in false account, with little tricks 
Of passing broken rubbish for whole bricks ; 

False mustering of workmen by the day, 

Deduction out of wages, and dead pay 40 

For those that never lived ; all which did come, 

By thrifty management, to no small sum. 

You pull’d no lodgings down, to build them worse 
Noii||ej)aii’d others, to repair your purse, 

As were wont ; till all you built appear’d 
Likfe^tbat Araphion with his fiddle rear’d ; 

For had the stones (like his), charm’d by your verse, 
Built up themselves, they could not have done worse : 
And sure, when first you ventured to survey. 

You did design to do ’t no other way. so 

All this was done before those days began. 

In which you were a wise and happy man ; 


^ ‘ Over-reach’d the King : * Wood says, ‘ That King (diaries L granted to 
Sir John the reversion ot‘ the place of survivor of his buildings, after the death 
of Inigo Jones, which place he entered upon at the Restoration, and held to 
his deat^, and got by it seven thons^d pounds.’ ‘ To build them worse : ’ 
the office which Sir John lived in near Whitehall, was of bis own building, 
witiist he was the King’s surveyor. 



203 


GBKiriHB muAim. 


For who e^er lived in such a Paradise, es 

Until fresh straw and darkness oped your eyes ? 

Who ever greatet treasure could command, 

Had nobler palace^ and richer land, 

Than you had then, who could raise sums as vast* 

As all the cheats of a Putch war could waste, 

Or all those practised upon public money? 

For nothing, but your cure, could have undone ye. 60 
For ever are you bound to curse those -quacks 
That undertook to cure your happy cracks ; 

For, tho’ no art can ever make them sound, 

The tampering cost you threescore thousand pound. 

How high might you have lived, and play'd, and lost, 
Yet been no more undone by bejng choust, 

Nor ||rced upon the King's account to lay 
All that, in serving him, you lost at play ! 

For nothing, but your brain, was ever found 

To suffer sequestration, and compound. 7 o 

Yet you've an imposition laid on brick, 

For all you then laid out, at Beast, or Gleek : ^ 

And when you 've raised a sum, straight let it fly,/ 

By understanding low, and vcnt'ring high ; 

Until you have reduced it down to tick, 

And then recruit again ftom lime and brick. 

' ‘ At or Gleek ; ’ Beast (French, Bite) ia a game at cards, like loo. 
Gicck is also a game at cards. 
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UPON CRITICS 

WHO JUDGE OF MODERN PLATS PUjtCISBLT BY THE RULES 
OF THE ANCIENTS.^ 

• 

Who ever will regard poetic fury, 

Wlien it is once found idiot by a jury ; 

And ev ry pert and arbitrary fool 
Can all poetic licence over-rule ; 

Assume a barbarous tyranny to liandle 
The Muses worse than Ostrogoth and Vandal ; 

Make ’em submit to verdict and report, 

And stand or fall to th’ orders of a court ? 

Much less be sentenced by tlie arbitrary 
l^roceedings of a witless plagiary, lo 

That f(^es old records and ordinances 
Against the right and property of fancies, 

More false and nice than weighing of the weather 
To th' hundredth atom of the lightest feather ; 

Or measuring of air upon Parnassus 
With cylinders of Torricellian glasses ; 

Reduce all Tragedy, by rules of art, 

Back to its antique theatre, a cart ; 

And make them henceforth keep the beaten roads 
Of reverend choruses and episodes ; 20 

Reform and regulate a puppet-play, 

According to the true and ancient way ; 

That not an actor shall presume to squeak, 

Unless he have a licence foif ’t in Greek ; 

* This warra mvective vmis very probably occasioned by Mr Bymcr, His- 
toriographer to Charles 11., and the worst of critics. 
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ISot Whittington henceforward sell his cat in 
Plain Tolgar English, without mewing Latin : 

No pudding shall he suffer’d to be witty, 

Unless it be in order to raise pity ; 

Nor Devil in the puppet-play b’ allow’d 
To roar and spit fire, but to fright the crowd, 
Unless some god or demon chance t’ have piques 
Against an ancient family of Greeks ; 

That other men may tremble, and take warning, 
How such a fatal progeny they ’re born in. 

For none but such for Tragedy are fitted, 

That have been ruin’d only to be pity’d ; 

And only those held proper to deter. 

Who ’ve had th’ ill luck against their wills to err, 
Whdhce only such as are of middling sizes. 

Between morality and venial vices. 

Are qualify’d to be destroy’d by Pate, 

For other mortals to take warning at. 

As if the antique* laws of Tragedy 
Did with our own municipal agree ; 

And served, like cobwebs, but t’ ensnare the weak. 
And give diversion to the great to break ; 

To make a less delinquent to be brought 
To answer for a greater person’s fault. 

And suffer all the worst, the worst approver 
Can, to excuse and save himself, discover. 

No longer shall Dramatics be confined 
To draw tnte images of all mankind 
To punish in effigy criminals. 

Reprieve the innocent, and hang the false ; 

But a club-law to execute and kill, 

For nothing, whomsoe’er they pleato, at will, , 

To terrify spectators from committing 

The crimes they did, and suffer’d ipr, unwitting. 
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These are the reformations of the Stage, * fis 
Like other reformations the age, 

On purpose to destroy all wit and sense, 

, As th’ other did all law and conscience ; 

No better than the laws of British plays, 

Confirmed in th^ ancient good King HoweFs ^ days ; 

Who made a general council regulate 

Men’s catching women by the you know what : 

And set down in the Rubric at what time 
It should be counted legal, when a crime ; 

Declare when ’twas, and when ’twas not a sin, 

And on what dajs it went out, or came in, 7o 

An English poet should be try’d b’ his peers, 

And not by pedants and philosophers, 

Incompetent to judge poetic fury. 

As butchers are forbid to be of a jury; 

Besides the most intolerable wrong 
To try their matters in a foreign tongue, 

By foreign jurymen, like Sophocles, » 

Or Tales fal'^^er than Euripides ; ^ 

When not an English native dares appear 
To be a witness for the prisoner ; so 

When all the laws they use t’ arraign and try 
The innocent and wrong’d delinquent by, 

Were made by a foreign lawyer and his pupils,^ 

To put an end to all poetic scruples, 

And, by th’ advice of virtuosi Tuscans,^ 

Determined all the doubts of socks and buskins ; 

‘ ‘ Howd : ’ a Welch king. —* ‘ Talts falser than Euripides : * those jury- 
men are called Tales, who are chosen in conrt from amongst by-staiiders, 
to supply the places of such as do not appear, or are challenged. — * * Foreign 
lawyer and his pupils : * this foreign lawyer is Aristotle. — ^ ‘ Virtuosi Tus- 
cans : ^ this refm to that innomerable tribe of commentators npon Aristotle’s 
* Poetics,* which appeared in Italy c^n the levival of learning, in the six- 
teenth centuiy. 
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judgment on ^ ^ast and future plays, ' sr 
As is apparent by Speroni’s^ case, 

Which Lope Vega* first began to steal, 

And after him the French fihu Corneille ;* 

And dnce our English plagiaries nim 
And steal their far-fet criticisms from him ; 

AnA by an action falsely laid of Trover, 

The lumber for their proper goods recover ; 

Enough to furnish all the lewd impeachers 
Of witty Beaumont’s poetry and Fletcher’s ; 

Who, for a few misprisions of wit. 

Are charged by those who ten times worse commit ; 
AnA for misjudging some unhappy scenes. 

Are censured for ’t with more unlucky sense ; loo 
When all their worst miscarriages delight. 

And please more, than the best that pedants write. 


SATIRE UPON PLAGIARIES.* 

Why should the world be so averse 
To plagiary privateers. 

That all men’s sense and fancy seize. 

And make free prize of what they please ? 
As if, because they huff and sweU, 

Like pilferers full of what they steal. 


* * Speroni t ^ an Italian writer of the sixteenth centary. — * * Lope Vega 
the prince of dramatic poets among the Spaniards in the beginning of the 
eeventeentli centniy. * ComeUle;' the celebrated French poet.«r~^ It ia 
not improbable but that Butler, in thia satire, or sneering apology for the 
plagiary, obliquely hints at Sir John Denham, whom he has dix^y attacked 
in a preceding poem. 
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Othera might equal pov’r -assuma, t 

To pay ’em 'with as hard a doom ; 

To shut them up, like beasts in pounds, 

For breaking into others’ grounds ; 

Mark 'em ^ith characters and brands, 

Like other forgers of men’s hands ; 

And in effigy hang and draw 
The poor delinquents by club-law ; 

When no indictment justly lies, > 

But where the theft will bear a price. 

For though wit never can be learn’d. 

It may b’ assumed, and own’d, and earn’d ; 

And, like our noblest fruits, improved. 

By being transplanted and removed : 20 

And, as it bears no certain rate. 

Nor pays one penny to the State, 

With w'hich it turns no more t’ account 
Than virtue, faith, and merit’s wont ; 

Is neither moveable, nor rent. 

Nor chfi ttcl, goods, nor tenement ; 

Nor was it ever pass’d b’ entail. 

Nor settled upon heirs-male ; 

Or if it were, like ill-got land. 

Did never fall t’ a second hand : so 

So ’tis no more to be engross'd 
Than sunshine, or the air enclosed ; 

Or to propriety confined, 

Than th’ uncontroll’d and scatter’d wind. 

For why should that which Nature meant 
To owe its being to its vent ; - 
That has no value of its own. 

But as it is divulged and known, 

Is perishable and destroy’d, 

As long as it lies unenjoy’d. 


40 
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Be scanted of that Ub’rai use, 4i 

Which all mankind is free to choose, 

And i(By hoarded where ’twas bred, 

Instead of being dispersed and spread ? 

And the more lavish and profuse, 

"Tis of the nobler general use ; 

As riots, though supply’d by stedth, 

Are wholesome to the commonwealth ; 

And men spend freelier what they win. 

Than what they ’ve freely coming in. so 

The world ’s as full of curious wit, 

Which those that father never writ, 

As ’tis of bastards, which the set 
And cuckold owns, that ne’er begife; 

Yet pass as well as if the one 
And th’ other by-blow were their own. 

For why should he that ’s impotent 
To judge, and fancy, and invent. 

For that impediment be stopt 
To own, and challenge, and adopt, - 
At least th’ exposed and fatherless 
Poor orphans of the pen, and press. 

Whose parents are obscure, or dead. 

Or in far countries bom and bred 1 
As none but kings have pow’r to raise 
A levy, which the subject pays. 

And though they call that tax a loan, 

Yet, when ’tis gather’d, 'tis their own ; 

So he that ’s able to impose 
A wit-excise on verse or prose. 

And still the abler authors are, 

Can make them pay the greater share, 
la prince of poets of his time, 

And they his vassals that supply him ; » 


70 
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Can jiu%e nusre Joitlf irbai he takes ts 

'Thao mj of the best he makes ; 

And mme impartiallj oonomTe 

What’s $t to choose* and vhat to leam 

Bor men reflect more strictljr ’pon 

The sense of others than their ovn ; so 

And wit, that s made oi wit and dbiglit, 

Js richer than the |dain downright : 

As salt that ’s made salt ’s more fine. 

Than when it first came from the brine ; 

And spirit ’s of a nobler nature, 

Drawn from the doll ingredient matter. 

Hence mighty Virgil’s said of old, 

From dung^ to hare extracted gold 

(As many a lout and silly clown 

By his instructions sincedms done), oo 

And grew more lofty by that means, 

Than by his lirery oats and beans ; 

When from his carts and country farms 
He roBo a mighty man at arms ; 

To whom th’ Heroics ever since 
Have sworn allegiance as their prince, 

And faitldully have in all times 
Observed his customs in their rhymes. 

’Twas counted learning once, and wit, 

To void but what some author writ ; loo 

And what men understood by rote, 

By as implicit sense to quote ; 

Then many a magisterial clerk 

Was taught, like singing-birds i’ th’ dark ; 

And understood as much of things, 

Asth' ablest blackbird what it sings ; 


VOh. 11. 


‘ ‘ Dang : ' 10 Idi * Gwrg^.’ 
0 



aiiluiKg. 


tu 

And yet wasliTOoter'd and tenown’d, lor 

far grave; and sofid, and profound, 
fflien yrky bIkhiM tiiose, who pick and dioose 
The besi of aJl the best compose, 

And joip it by Mosaic art, ^ 

In graceful order, part to part. 

To make the whole in beauty suit, 

Not merit as complete repute ■ c 

As those who, with less art and pains, 

Can do it with their native brains ; 

And make the home-spun business fit 
As freely with their mother wit ? 

Since what by. Nature was deny’d, 

By Art and Industry ’s supply'd ; 120 

Both which are more our own, and brave, 

Than all the alms th^ Nature gave. 

For what w’ acquire by pains and art 
Is only due t' our own desert ; 

While all th’ endowments she confers 
Are not so much our owp as hers. 

That, like good fortune, unawares 
Fall not t’ our virtue, but our sha^ 

And all we can pretend to mww ' 

Wo do not purchase, but inherit. iso 

Thus all the grcat’st inventions, when 
They first were found out, were sd mean, 

That th’ authors of them are unknown. 

As little things they scor’d to own ; 

Until by men of nobler ;ftonght 
Th’ were to their full perfection brought, 
lliis proves that Wit does but rough-hew. 

Leaves Art to polish and review; 

And that a wit at second hand 
Has greatest int’rest and command : 


140 
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For to iniproTo, depose, and jodg^ . 

Is nobiei- than t* inTent, and drod^. 

Inventioa % humorous and mc^ 

And nerer at commit applies ; 

^^isdmns t’ oboj* the prondest wit, 

Unl^ it chance to b’ in the fit ; 

(like Prophecj, that can presage 
Successmi of th^ latest age, 

*Yet is not able to tell when 
It next dliall propncsj again) ; 

Makes all her suitors coarse and wait^ 
Like a proud minister of state, 

And, when she ’s serious, in some freak, 
Extravagant, and vain, and weak. 

Attend her silly, lazy pleasure. 

Until she chance to be at leisure ; 

When ’tis more easy to steal wit. 

To clip, and forge, and counteffifit, 

Is both the business and delight. 

Like hunting sports, of those that write ; 
For thievery is but one sort. 

The learned say, of hunting sport. 

Hence ’tis, that some, who set up first, 
As raw, and wretched, and unversed ; 
And open’d with a stock as poor 
As a healthy beggar with one sore ; 

That nevOT writ in prose or verse. 

But pick’d, or cut it, like a purse ; 

And at the best could but commit 
The petty larceny of wit ; 

To whom to write was to purloin. 

And printing but to stamp false coin ; 
Y«t^ after long and sturdy ’ndeavours 
Of being painful wit-receivers, 
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W|& T|^ and scraps of wit, irs 

ii^ paper ’« ob wjiicli 'tis writ, 

Have goBo foiriii Jifibors^ uid acquired 
The r^htijr^r wrong— to be admired ; 

And, with etmfidence, incurr’d o ' 
'Tim foors good ludk, to be preferr’d. iso 

For as a banker can dispose 
- Of greater sums, he only owes., . ^ 

Than he who honestly is known 
To deal in nothing but his own ; 

So whosoe’er can take up most, 

May greatest fame and credit boast. 


UPON PHILIP NYE’S THANKSGIVING 
• BEARD. 1 

A BEAnn is but the rizard of a face, 

That Nature orders for no other place ; 

The fringe and tassel of a countenance, 

That hides his person from another man’s ; 

And, like the Roman habits of their youth, 

Is never worn until his perfect growth ; 

A privilege no other creature has. 

To wear a nat’ral mask upon his face, > 

That shifts its likeness every day he wears, 

To fit some other person’s characters ; lo 

And by ite own mythology implies, 

That men wore bom to live in some disguise. 

' Thifr smDe Philip Kye^ mth the whiinsieal ciroumAtance of his Thanks* 
giving: Beturdi is Intiwueed b Hudibms’s Haroioal Epistle to his La£y. He 
was one of the Assembly of Divines, first a Presbyterka, and then an Inde- 
pendent) noted fi»r the i^gularity of bis beard. 
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Tbis satis^’ii » t&ftsemi mas^ ^ is 

His disagre^pg qoasoesoe bjJbis Beatl . , 

He ’d been preferr’d i’ 111’ amf. when the dundh 
Was tahen widi a Why not t in the Imnih ; 

When primate, metropditan, a^ fodatetf 
Were turn’d to officers of hone and sodotii, 

From vhom he held the most plnndities 
Of &>ntributk)n8, dohatirei^ and saluiin, so 

Was held the (hiefest of those sp’ritual trumpets, 

That sounded charges to their fiercest emnbt^ i 

But in the desperatcst of d^eats 

Had never blown as opportune retreats ; 

Until the Synod order’d his departure 
To London, from his caterwauling quarter, , 

To sit among ’em, as he had been chosen. 

And pass, or null things, at his own disposing ; 

Could clap up souls in Limbo with a rote. 

And for their fees discharge and let them out ; so 
Which made some grandees bribe him with the place 
Of holding forth upon Tbanksgiring-days ; 

Whither the members, two and two abreast. 

March’d to take in the spoils of all — the feast ; 

But by the way repeated the Oh-kones 
Of his wild Irish and chromatic tones ; 

TIis frequent and pathetic hv/m and haws, 

He practised only t’ animate the cause. 

With which the Sisters were so prepossest. 

They could remember nothing of the rest. 40 

He thought upon it, and resolved to put 
His beard into as wonderful a cut, 

And, for the further service of the women, 

T abate the rigidness of his opinion ; 

And, but a day before, had b^ to find 
The ablest VirtaiMo of the kind 
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'wbffla bfi kn^iand senonslj oonferr'd 
Da all kxU^ues tbil eoncem his beard ; 

By whose ad^ce he sat for a denga 
^ la Ih^le drawn, exactlj to a line : 
r 1%at, if the creature chance to have occasion 
To undergo a thoroi^h reformation, 

It might be home conveniently about, 

And by the meanest artist copy’d out. 

This dtonsb he sent a journeyman sectary, 

H’ had brought up to retrieve, and fetch, and carry, 
To find oat one that had the greatest practice, 

To prune and bleach the beards of all fanatics, 

And set Iheir most confused disorders right. 

Not by a new design, but newer light ; 

Who used to shave the grandees of their sticklers. 
And crop the worthies of their Conventiclers ; 

To whom he show’d his new-invented draught, 

And told him how ’twaa to be copy’d out. 

Quoth he, Tis but a false and counterfeit, 

And scandalous device of human wit, 

That ’s abs’ltttely forbidden in the Scripture, 

To make of any c^nal thing the picture. . 

♦ Quoth th’ other Saint, You must leave tldft to u%" 
T’ agree what ’s lawful, or what ’s scandalous ; 

For, till it is determined by our vote, 

It’s either lawful, scandalous, or not ; 

Which, since we have not yet agreed t^n, 

Is left indiff ’rent to avoid or own. { 

Quoth he, My conscience never sl^ agree 
To do it, till I know what ’tis to be ; 

For, though I use it in a lawful tiihc^ 

What if it after should be made a crime ^ 

’Tis true we fbu^t for liberty of consmence 
’Gainst human constatutionst in our own sense ; 
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Which I’m resolved perpetnally t’ avow, t w 

And make it lawltd, whatsoe’er we do ; 

'Hien do your office with your greatest skill, 

And let th' event befall ns how it will 
This said, the nice barbarian took his tools, 

To prone the zealot’s tenets and his jowles ; 

Talk’d on as pertinently, as he snipt, 

A hnndred times fof every hair he dipt ; 

Until the Beard at length began t’ appear, 

And re-assume its antique character, so 

Grew more and more itself, that art might strive, 

And stand in competition with the life ; 

For some have doubted if ’twere made of snips 
Of sables, glued and fitted to his Ups ; 

And set in such an artificial frame. 

As if it had been wrought in filograin, 

More subtly fill'd and polish’d than the gin 
That Vulcan caught himself a cuckold in ; 

That Liadiesis, that spins the threads of Fate, 

Could jlet have drawn it out more deUcate. wo 

But being design’d and drawn so regular, 

'F a scrupulous punctilio of a hair, 

Who could imagine that it should be portal 
To selfish, inward-uficonformiag mortal 1 
And yet it was, and did abominate 
The least compliance in the Church or State ; 

And from itself did equally dissent, 

As firom religion and the government.' 

^ Among Btttier^s maimscripta, the following additional iketnb is found 
Ttifa rer’read brother, like a goat, 

Did wear a tall aiK)!! hla throat; 

The fringe end tUtel of a 
Ttiat give* It a becoming grace, 

Dut eet In «ioh a cnrtotts ftime, 

As ff 'tirere wrought In illogratn ; 

And cat so even, aa if *t had been 
Dravn With a pen dpoi bit diln 
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PROLOGUE TO THE « QUEEN OF ARRAGON 



A TBAOI-OOMEDT, BT WILLIAH HABINQTOS,* 
BBFOBB THE DUKE OF TOEK, UPOET HIS BISTHDAT. 

SlE* — While SO many nations strivefto pay 
The tribute of their glories to this day, 

That gave them earnest of so great a sum 
Of gloiy (from your future acts) to come ; 

And which you have discharged at such a rate, 

That all succeeding times must celebrate : 

We, that subsist by your bright influence. 

And have no life W what we own from thence. 

Come humbly to present you, our own way. 

With all we have (beside our hearts) — a play. lo 

But, as devoutest men can pay no more 
To deities than what they gave before. 

We bring you only what your great coi^a 
Did rescue for us from engrossing hands. 

That would have taken out administi]^#B!a 
Of all departed poets’ goods i’ th’ nitioj^ ; 


• 

No toplArjr hedii:^ of qaickaet 
Wm o'er EO noHtly ctit, or tMck oet; 

That made bolioldors more admire, 

Than ohina-plato that'a made of wrtre; 

Bat being wrought ao regnlar 
In ef ry part, and w’ry hatr, 

Who would boUore U ahould be portal 
To inoonformlcv^nward mortal f 
And yet tt waa, uid did dlaMOit 
Ko l«a» from Ita own ito^«rasa«nt, 

Than from the Chnreh'a, and detest 
That which It held forth adid proAwi'd*, 

Did equally abominate 
Contonnlty In Church and State t 
And, like an hypomrttlc broiSMar, 

ITcMd eA« tldiic, and dtd another; 

Aa all thlogi, where they ’re moat profernTd, 
Are Ihwad tn be tegarded teaat. 



Or, like to lords ai bi#b^ seised all |d»;a ir 

That oome witliiQ their readb, as wefts and ; 

And d^’d a forfeiture olidl past wit, 

' But that jour justice pat a stop to it. 

’TwaS*well for us, who dhe most have been ^iad 
T’ admit of all who now write new and bad ; 

For still the wickeder some authors write, 

Others to write worse are encouraged by ’t 
And though those fierce inquisitors of wit, 

The critics, spare no flesh that erer writ. 

But just as tooth-draw’rs find among the rout, 

Their own teeth work in pulling others out ; 

So they, decrying all of all that write, 

Think to erect a trade of judging by ’t. so 

Small poetry, like other heresies. 

By being persecuted multiplies : 

'Bu<|here they’re like to fail of all pretence ; 

For he that writ this play is dead long since, 

And not within their pow’r ; for bears are said 
To spare those that lie still, and seem but dead. 


EPILOGUE UPON THE SAME. 

TO THE DUCHESS. 

Madam, — The joys of this great day are due, 

No less than to your royal lord, to you ; 

And, while three mighty kingdoms pay your part. 
You hare, what’s greater than them all, bis heart ; 
That heart that, when it was his (muntiy’s guard, 
The fury of two elements Out'darOd ; 
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Aiii||Biade a stubbora baogbtj eneoiy 
Thfe terror of bis drei^al conduct fly ; 

And yet y<m conquer’d it — 'and made your charms 
Appear no less victorious than his arms ; 

Fot whiiA you oft have triumph’d on this day, 
And many more to come Heav’n grant you may. 
Btat, as great princes use, in solemn times 
Of joy, to pardon all but heinous cfimes ; 

If T# have sinn’d without an ill intent, 

And done below what really we meant. 

We humbly ask your pardon for’t, and pray 
You would forgive, in honour of the day. 


A BALLAD 

UPON THE PARLIAMENT WHICH DELIBERATED ABOUT 
MAKING OLIVER KING. 

1 As close as a goose 

Sat the Parliament-House, 

To hatch the royal gull ; 

After much fiddle-faddle, 

The egg proved addle. 

And Oliver came forth Nol. 

2 Yet old Queen Madge, 

Though things do not fudge, 

Will serve to be Queen of a May-pole ; 
Two Princes of Wales, 

For Whitsun-ales, 

And her grace Maid-Marion Clay-pole. 
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3 In a robe of cow-Mlte 
Sat yeasty Pride 
Witfiiiis dagger and his sling ; 

He was the pertbent’st peer^ 

Of all that were there, , 

T advise with sw;h a king. 

*4 A great philosopher 
Had a goose for his lover. 

That follow’d him day and night : 

If it be a true 8tO|y, 

Or but an allegory, 

It may be both ways right. 

5 Strickland and his son, 

Both cast into one, 

Were meant for a single baron ; 

But when they came to sit, 

There was not wit 

k 

Ertmgh in them both to serve for one. 

6 iS'herefore ’twas thought good 
To add Honeywood ; 

But when ^ey came to trial, 

Bach one proved a fool, 

Yet three knaves in the whole, ^ 

And that made up a pair-royal. 

* * Three knaves in the whole,’ &c. ; the wit of this lies in the ambiguity 
of the word pair-royal, which ia aj^Ucahle to three knaves at the game of 
Brag, and signifies at ihfi same time^ in French, a peer or baron. 



c(m0isx ssiums. 


A BALIiAD.' 


FAEf I, 

1 pBAW Bear, good people all, draw near. 

And hearken to mj ditty ; 

A stranger thing 
Than this I sing 
Came nerer to this city. 

2 Had you but seen this monster, 

You would not give a farthing 
For the lions in the grate, 

Nor the mountain-cat, 

Nor the bears in Paris-garden. 

3 You would defy the pageants 

Are borne before the Mayor, 

The strangest shape 
You e^er did gape 
Upon at Bartimy Fair ! 

4 Ilis face is round and decent, 

As is your dish or platter, 

On which there grows 
A thing like a nose, 

But indeed it is no such matter. 

5 On both sides of th’ aforesaid 

Are eyes, but they 're not matches, 

On which there are 
To be seen two fair 
And large well-grown mustaches. 

* ^ A BaIUu} Cromwhl b the hero of thb, according to Thyer 
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6 Nov idth adnoaiatioo 

Does beh(dd^ strike, 

Tkat a beani should grow 
Upon a thing’s brov, 

• Did 7 © ©TOT se©- the. Uke ? 

<? 

7 He has no skull, ’tis well known 
, To thousa^iJs of beholders ; 

Nothing bat a ^n 
Does keep his brains in 
From running about his shouldera. 

8 On both sides of his noddle 

Are straps o’ th’ verj same leather ; 
Ears are imply’d, 

But they ’re mere hide, 

Or morsels of tripe, choose ye whether. 

9 Between these two extendeth 

A slit from ear to ear, 

That every hour 
Gapes to devour 
The sowce that grows so near. 

10 Beneath, a tuft of bristles, 

As rough as a frize-jerkin ; 

If it had been a beard, 

’Twould have served a herd 
Of goats, that are of his near kin. 

11 Within, a set of grinders* 

Most sharp and keen, corroding 
Your iron and brassy 
As easy as 

That you would do a pudding. 
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12 But the starvbgei^ thing of all is, 
Upon his there groweth 
A great long tail, 

That nseth to trail 
Uptm the ground as he goeth. 


PART II. . 

1 This monster was begotten 

Upon one of the witches 
B’ an imp that came to her, 

Like a man, to woo her, 

With black doublet and breeches. 

2 When he was whelp’d, for certain, 

In divers several countries 
The hogs and swine 
Did grunt and whine, 

And the ravens croak’d upon trees. 

3 The winds did blow, the thunder 

And lightning loud did rumble ; 

The dogs did howl, 

The hollow tree in th’ owl — 

’Tis a good horse that ne’er stumbled. 

4 As soon as he Vhs brought forth, 

At th’ midwife’s throat he flew, 

And threw the pap 
Down in her lap ; 

They say ’tis very true. 
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5 And ap t|fe iriils {tobef'dt 

With nails most sluup uid keen, 

The prints vImreoC 
r th’ boards ai^ roOf, *' 

• Are yet for to be seen. 

6 And out o’ th’ top o' th’ chimney 

He vanish’d, seen of none ; 

For they ^id vink. 

Yet by the stink 
Knew which way ho was gone. 

7 Tlie countiy round about there 

Became like to a wilder- 
ness ; for the sight 
Of him did fright 
Away men, women, and children. 

8 Long did ho there continue, 

And all those parts much harmed, 
Till a wise woman, which 
Some call a white witch, 

Him into a hogsty charmed. 

^ Tt^iCre, when she had him shut fast, 
With brimstone, and with nitre,' 

She singed the claws 
Of his left paws, 

With tip of his tail, and his right ear. 

10 And with her charms and ointments 
She made him tamo as a spaniel ; 

For she used to ride 
On his back astride, 

Nor did he do her any ill. 
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11 Bi4 to the admimtion 

Of all bo^ &r and near, 

He hath been shown 
In ev’iy'Hiown, 

And eke in eVxy diire. 

12 And now at length he’s brought 

Unto fair London city, • 

Where, in Fleet Street, 

All those may see’t. 

That will not believe my ditty. 

13 God save the King and Parliament,^ 

And eke the Prince’s Highness ; 
And quickly send 
The wars an end. 

As here my song has — Finis. 


SATIRE UPON THE IMPERPECTi^ AND 
ABUSE OF HUMAN LEARNING.^ 

It is the noblest act of human reason 
To free itself from slavish prepossession, 

Assume the legal right to disengage 
From all it had contracted under age, 

And not its ingenuity and wit, 

To all it was imbued with first, submit ; 

> * €ki4 save tbe Ekg «nd Farliameilt : * from circumsUmoe it 
that ihli baihid w&s wrote bdbro the death of the King; and that it id tlie 
earlkit peribrmanoe of Butkr'i. — • This, and the following, are hut parte of 
a huge unfinished poem. 
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Take ti*ue or false for better or for worse* 7 

To have, or f hoH, indiffemotly of o<Mi|Be* 

For Custom, though but usher of the school, 

, Where Nature breeds the body and the soul, 

Usurps a greater powV and interest 

O^er man, the heir of Reason, than brute beast ; 

That by two different instincts is led, 

Boria to the one, and to the other bred ; 

And trains him up with ludimeiits more false 
Tlian Nature does her stupid animals : 

And that’s one reason why more care's bestow’d 
Upon thf* body, than the soul's allow’d, 

That is not found to understand and know 
So subtly, as the body's found to grow. ^ 

Though children, without study, pains, or thought. 
Are languages and vulgar notions taught, 

Improve their nat'ral talents without care, 

And apprehend before they are aware ; 

Ye% asAH never leave the tones 

t hey half been used of children to pronounce, 

D most 1(|eu'% reason never can outgrow 
The discipline it first received to know, 

But renders words they first began to con, 

Tlie eud of all that% after to be known, 30 

And sets the help of education back 
Worse than, without it, man could ever lack ; 

Who therefore finds the artificial'st fools 
Have not been changed i' Ui' cradle, but the schools, 
Where error, pedantry, and affectation, 

Run them behind-haud with their education ; 

And all alike are taught poetic rage, 

When ^rdly one's fit for it in an age. 

No sooner are the oigans of the brain 
Quick to receive, and steadfast to retain 
VOL. 11. p 
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Beet knowledges, bnt all's laid out upon 4 i 

UetrieTing of the curse of Babylon ; 

To make confounded languages restore 
A greater drudg’ry than it barr’d before : 

And therefore those imported from the East, 

Where first they were incurr'd, are held the best, 
Although convey'd in worse Arabian pothooks, 

Than gifted tradesmen scratch in sermon note-books ; 
Are really but pains and labour lost, 

And not worth half the drudgery they cost, so 

Unless, like rarities, as they 've been brought 
Prom foreign climates, and as dearly bought ; 

When those who had no other but their own. 

Have all succeeding eloquence outdone : 

As men that wink with one eye see more true, 

And take their aim much better, than with two. 

For, the more languages a man can speak, 

His talent has but sprung the greater leak ; 

And, for th' industry he has spent upon't, 

Must full as much some other way discount. eo 

The Hebrew, Chaldee, and the Syriac, 

Do, like their letters, set men's reason back, 

And turn their wits, that strive to understand it 
(Like those that write the characters), left-handed : 

Yet he, that is but able to express 
No sense at all in several languages, 

Will pass for leameder than he that's known 
To speak the strongest reason in his own. 

These are the modern arts of education, 

With all the learned of mankind in fashion, 70 

But practised only with the rod and whip, 

As riding-schools inculcate horsemanship ; 

Or Romish penitents let out their skins, 

To bear the penalties of others’ sins. 
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Whett letters, at the first, were meant for |day, n 
And only used to pass the time away ; 

When th’ ancient Greeks and Romans had no name 
T express a school and playhouse, but the same ; 
And4n their languages, so long agone, 

To study or be i^e was all one : so 

For nothing more preserves men in their wits, 

Than giving of thei» leave to play bj fits, 

In dreams to sport, and ramble with all fancies, 

And waking, little less extravagancies, 

Tiie rest and recreation of tired thought, 

When 'tis run dovm with care, and overwrought ; 

Of which whoever does not freelj take 
His constant share, is never broad awake ; 

And, when he wants an equal competence 
Of both recruits, abates as much of sense. oo 

Nor is their education worse design'd 
Than Nature (in her province) proves unkind : 

The greatest inclinations with the least 
Capacities are fatally possest, 

Cond^mi'd to drudge, and labour, and take pains, 
Without an equal competence of brains ; 

While those she has indulged in soul and body 
Are most averse to industry and study ; 

And th' activest fancies share as loose alloys, 

For want of equal weight to counterpoise. joo 

But when those great convcniencies meet 
Of equal judgment, industry, and wit, 

The one but strives the other to divert, 

While Fate and Custom in the feud take part ; 

And scholars, by preposterous over-doing, 

And jander-Judging, all their projects ruin : 

Who, though the understanding of mankind 
Within so strait a compass is confined, 
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I^tsdain the limits Nature sets to bound 109 

The irit of man, and vainly rove beyond. 

The bravest soldiers scorn, until they 're got 
Close to the enemy, to make a shot ; 

Yet great philosophers delight to stretch 
Their talents most at things beyond their reach, 

And proudly think t' unriddle ev'ry cause, 

That Nature uses, by their own by-iaws : 

When 'tis not only impertinent, but rude, 

Where she denies admission, to intrude ; 

And all their industry is but to err, 

Unless they have free quarantine from her : 120 

Whence 'tis the world the less has understood, 

By striving to know more than 'tis allow'd. 

For Adam, with the loss of Paradise 
Bought knowledge at too desperate a price ; 

And ever since that miserable fate, 

Learning did never cost an easier rate : 

For though the most divine and sovereign good 
That Nature has upon mankind bestow'd. 

Yet it has proved a greater hinderaiice 
To th' interest of Truth than ignorance ; I80 

And therefore never bore so high a value. 

As when 'twas low, contemptible, and shallow ; 

Had academies, schools, and colleges 
Endow'd for its improvement and increase ; 

With pomp and show was introduced with maces. 

More than a Roman magistrate had fasces ; 

Empower'd with statute, privilege, and mandate, 

T' assume an art, and after understand it ; 

Like bills of store for taking a degree, 

With aU the learning to it custom-free ; 

And own professions, which they never took 
So much delight in as to read one book : 


140 
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Like princes, had prerogatire to giye 143 

Conricted malefactors a reprieve ; 

And, having but a little paltry wit 

More than the world, reduoMi and govern’d it. 

But Swm’d, as soon as 'twas but undefstood. 

As better is a spiteful foe to good ; 

And now has nothing left for its support., 

But Vhat the darkest tiroes prorided for ’t. iso 

Man has a natural desire to know, 

But th’ one half is for int’rest, th’ other show ; 

As scriveners take more pains to learn the sleight 
Of making knots, than all the hands they write : 

So all his study is not to extend 

The bounds of knowledge, but some vainer cud ; 

T’ appear and pass for learned, though his claim 
Will hardly reach beyond the empty name ; 

For most of those that drudge and labour hard 
Furnish their understandings by the yard ; 160 

As a French library by the whole is. 

So much an ell for quartos and for folios ; 

To which they are but indexes themselves, 
And'tederstand no further than the shelves ; 

But smatter with their titles and editions, 

And place them in their classical partitions : 

When all a student knows of what he roads 
Is not in’s own, but under general heads 
Of common-places, not in his own pow’r. 

But, like a Dutchman’s money, i’ th’ Cantore; no 
Where all he can make of it, at the best, ' 

Is hardly three per cent, for interest ; 

And whether he will ever get it out 
Into his own possession, is a doubt : 

Affects all books of past and modem ages, 

But reads no further than the title-pages. 



’230 


GBirOTip) EEMAniS. 


Only to con the authors’ names by rote, irr 

Or, at the best, those of the books they quote, 

Enough to challenge intimate acquaintance 
With all the learned Modems, and the Ancients. 

As Roman noblemen were wont to greet, ‘ 

And compliment the rabble in the street, 

Had Nomenclators in their trains, to claim 
Acquaintance with the meanest b/his name ; 

And by so mean contemptible a bribe 
Trepann’d the suffrages of every tribe : 

So learned men, by authors’ names unknown. 

Have gain’d no small improvement to their own ; 

And he ’s esteem’d the learned’st of all others, 

That has the largest catalogue of authors. iso 


FRAGMENTS OP AN INTENDED SECO|rD>ART 
OF THE FOREGOING SATim i ' 

Men’s talents grow more bold and confident. 

The further they ’re beyond their just extent, 

As smatterers prove more arrogant and pert. 

The less they truly understand an art ; 

And, where they ’ve least capacity to doubt. 

Are wont t’ appear most perempt’ry and stout ; 

While those that know the mathematic lines. 

Where Nature all the wit of man confines. 

And when it keeps within its bounds, and where 
It acts beyond the limits of its sphere, • lo 

Enjoy an absoluter free command 
O'er all they have a right to understand. 
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Than those that falsely Tenture to encroadi, is 

Where Nature has deny’d them all approadk ; 

And still, the more they strive to understand, 

Like great estates, run furthest behiud-hand ; 

WilT undertake the universe to fathom. 

From infinite down to a single atom ; 

Without a geometric instrument. 

To lake their own ftapacity’s extent, ao 

Can tell as easy how the world was made, 

^ 8 if they had been brought up to the trade. 

And whether Chance, Necessity, or Matter, 

Contrived the whole establishment of Nature ; 

When all their wits to understand the world 
Can never tell why a pig’s tail is curl’d ; 

Or give a rational account why fish. 

That always use to drink, do never piss. 

What mad fantastic gambols have been play’d 
By t^ancient Greek forefathers of the trade, ao 

That ^ke not much inferior to the freaks 
Of all Hk lunatic fanatic«ects I 
The first and best philosopher’^ of Athens 
Was crack’d, and ran stark-staring mad with patience ; 
And had no other way to show his wit. 

But when his wife was in her scolding fit ; 

Was after in the Pagan inquisition. 

And suffer’d martyrdom for no religion. 

Next him, his scholar,* striving to expel 

All poets his poetic commonweal, 40 

Exiled himself, and all his followers, 

>(K 

Notorious poets, only bating verse. 

'ThesStagyrite,* unable to expound 

The Euripus, leapt into ’t, and was drown’d : 

“ PhO(M(^her : ’ Soontta.— *' Scholar Flsto.—* ‘StagyriM:’ Arittotle. 
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? | he that put his ejm out to consider 46 

nd contemplate on natural things the steadier, 

Did but himself for idiot convince, 

Tho' reverenced by the learned ever sincC. 

Empedocles, to be esteemed a God, 

liCapt into Etna, with his sandals shod, 6o 

That being blown out, discover’d what an ass 

The great philosopher and juggler ^s ; 

That to his own new deity sacrificed, 

And was himself the victim and the priest. 

The Cynic ^ coin’d false money, and for fear 
Of being bang’d for ’t, turn’d philosopher ; 

Yet with his lantern went, by day, to find 
One honest man i’ th’ heap of all mankind ; 

An idle freak he needed not have done, 

If he had known himself to be but one. ao 

With swarms of maggots of the self-same rate, 

The learned of all ages celebrate ; 

Things that are propercr for Knightsbridge College, 
Than th’ authors aud originals of knowledge ; 

More sottish than the two fanatics, trying * 

To mend the world by laughing, or by crying ; 

Or he that laugh’d until he choked his whistle, 

To rally on an ass, that ate a thistle ; 

That th’ antique sage, that was gallant t’ a goose, 

A fitter mistress could not pick and choose, 7o 

Whose tempers, inclinations, sense, and wit, 

Like two indentures, did agree so fit 

The ancient Sceptics constantly deny’d 
What they maintain’d, and thought they justify’d ; 

For when they aflSrm’d that nothing’s to be knownj 
They did but what they said before disown ; 

* * Cynic: * Diogenes. 
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And, like Polemies of the Post} pronounee n 

The same thing to be true and false at once. 

These follies had such influence on the rabble, 

As to engage them in perpetual squabble ; 

Divided Romo and Athens into clans 
Of ignorant mechanic partisans ; 

That, to maintain their own hypotheses, 

Brote one another’s ^blockheads, and the p^ace ; 

Were often set by oflicers i’ th’ stocks, 

For quarrelling about a paradox : 

When pu 4 ding-wiyc 8 were launch’d in cucking-stools ; 
For falling foul on oyster-women’s schools. 

No herb- women sold cabbages or onions, 

But to their gossips of their own opinions. 90 

A Peripatetic cobbler scorn'd to sole 
A pair of shoes of any other school ; 

And porters of the judgment of the Stoics 
To go an erraf d of the Cyrenaics ; 2 
That used t’ encounter in athletic lists, 

With beard to beard, and teeth and nails to fists, 

Like modcmAkicks and cuffs among the youth 
Of Academics, to maintain the truth. 

But in the boldest feats of arras the Stoic 

And Epicureans were the most heroic, 100 

That stoutly ventured breaking of their necks, 

To vindicate the int’rests of their sects ; 

And still behaved themselves as resolute 
In waging cuffs and bruises, as dispute ; 

Until with wounds and bruises, which they ’d got, 

Some hundreds were kill’d dead upon the spot : 


' *Lik^ Polemioa of the Post:* Potemica, or, aa they are nsually called, 
Kniffkts of the Post^ were persona who were ready for him to swear, in a 
court of justice, or before a judge, anything that was required. — * ‘ Cyre- 
naics ; ' a sect inhabiting Cyrene in Africa belonging to the Onosties. 
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^When all tieir quarrels, rightly understood, jot 

Were but to prore disputes the sot/reign good. 

Distinctihna that had been at first design’d 
To regulate the errors of the mind. 

By being too nicely overstrain’d and vext, 

Have made the comment harder than the text ; 

And do not now, like carving, hit "the joint, 

But break the bones in pieces, of a point ; 

And with impertinent evasions force 
The clearest reason from its native course — 

That ai^e things s’ uncertain, ’tis no matter 
Whether they are, or never were, in nature ; 

And venture to demonstrate, when they ’ve slurr’d, 

And palm’d a fallacy upon a word. 120 

For disputants (as swordsmen used to fence 
With blunted files) engage with blunted sense ; 

And as they ’re wont to falsify a blow, ^ 

Use nothing else to pass upon a foe ; . 

Or, if they venture further to attack. 

Like bowlers, strive to beat away the jack ; 

And, when they find themselves too hardly prest on, 
Prevaricate, and change the state 0’ th’ question ; 

The noblest science of defence and art 
In practice now with all that controvert ; 

And th’ only mode of prizes, from Bear-garden 
Down to the schools, in giving blows, or warding. 

As old knights-errant in their harness fought 
As safe as in a castle or redoubt. 

Gave one another desperate attacks, 

To storm the countc^carps upon their backs ; , 

So disputants advance, and post their arms, 

To storm the works of one another’s terms ; 



GBNirmil BBHAIB-S. 


235 


Fall foul on sonw extravagant expression, iS9 

But ne’er attempt the main design and reason 

So some polemics use to draw their swords 
Against the language only and the words : 

As Se ^ who fought at brnriers with Sahnasius, 

Engaged with nothing but his style and phrases ; 
Waived to assert the murder of a prince, 

Thd author of false •Latin to convince ; 

But laid the merits of the cause aside, 

By those that understood them to be try’d ; 

And counted breaking Priscian’s head^ a thing 
More capital than to behead a king : , iso 

For which h’ has been admired by aU the learn’d, 

Of knaves concern’d, and pedants unconcem’d. 

Judgment is but a curious pair of scales, 

That turns with th’ hundredth part of true or false ; 
And s|;ill, thf more ’tis used, is wont t’ abate 
The SBJtlety and niceness of its weight, 

Until ’tw^ffelse, and will not rise nor fall, 

Like thos§ that are less artificial ; 

And therefore students, in their ways of judging. 

Are fain to swallow many a senseless gudgeon ; leo 
And by their over-understanding lose 
Its active faculty with too much use ; 

For reason, when too curiously ’tis spun. 

Is but the next of all removed from none. 

It is Opinion governs all mankind. 

As wisely as the blind that leads the blind : 

For, as those surnames are esteem’d the best, 

That signify in all things else the least. 

So men pass fairest in the world’s opinion. 

That have the least of truth and reason in ’em. no 

• ‘He:’ MUton.— • ‘Pri«oiaa’*he«d:’ eee now to ‘ Hudibra*.’ 
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Trath vould undo the wld, if it posseat 
The meanest of its right and interest ; 
la but a titular princess, whose authority 
Is always under age, and in minority ; 

Has all things done and carried in its name, 

But most of all where it can lay no claim. 

As far from gaiety and complaisance. 

As greatness, insolence, and ignoratfce ; 

And therefore has surrender’d her dominion 
O’er all mankind to barbarous Opinion, 

That in her right usurps the tyrannies 
And arbitrary gorernment of lies. 

As no tricks on the rope but those that break. 
Or come most near to breaking, of a neck, 

Are worth the sight ; so nothing goes for wiif 
But nonsense, or the next of all to it : 

For nonsense, being neither false nor true, 

A little wit to any thing may screw ; 

And, when it has a while been used, of course. 
Will stand as well in virtue, pow’r, and force ; 
And pass for sense, t’ all purpose? as good. 

As if it had at first been understood : 

For nonsense has the amplest privileges. 

And more than all the strongest sense obliges ; 
That furnishes the schools with terms of art. 

The mysteries of science to impart ; 

Supplies all seminaries with recruits 
Of endless controversies and disputes ; 

For learned nonsense has a deeper sound 
Than easy sense, and goes for more profound. 

For all our learned authors now compile ^ 
At charge of nothing but the words and styfif^ 
And the most curious critics of the learn’d 
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Believe themselves in nothing else ooncem^d. 204 

For as it is the garniture and dress 
That all things wear in books and languages 
(And all men^s qualities ai*e wont t’ appear 
Accojding tc the habits that they wear), 

^Tis probable to be the truest test 

Of all the ingenuity 0’ th’ rest. 210 

The lives of trees lie only in the barks, 

And in their styles the wit of greatest clerks : 

Hence ’twas the ancient jRomaq^ politicians 
Went to the schools of foreign rhetoricians, 

To learn the art of patrons’ (in defence 
Of interest and their clients) eloquence ; 

W||)p Consuls, Censors, Senators, and Praetors, 
Wlllgreat Dictators, used t’ apply to Rhetors, 

To the greater magistrate 0’ th’ school 

Give 9 bf|||nce in his haughty chair-curule ; 220 

And thdsc who mighty nations overcame, 

Were fain to say their lessons, and declaim. 

Words arc but pictures, true or false, design’d 
To draw the lines and features of the mind ; 

The characters and artificial draughts, 

T’ express the inward images of thoughts ; 

And artists say a picture may be good. 

Although the moral be not understood ; 

Whence some infer they may admire a stjle, 

Though all the rest be e’er so mean and vile ; 2so 
Applaud th’ outsides of words, but never mind, 

With what fantastic tawdry they are linfed. 

So orators, enchanted with the twang 
Of their own trillos, take delight t’ harangue : 

Whose^ science, like a juggler’s box and balk, 

Conveys and countercluinges true and fake ; 

Casts mists before an audience’s eyes, 
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Tq pass the one for th’ other in disguise ; 2 S 8 

An 4 Uhe a morrice-dancer, drest with bells, 

Only to serve for noise, and nothing else. 

Such as a carrier makes his cattle wear. 

And hangs for pendants in a horse’s ear ; 

For, if the language will but bear the test. 

No matter what becomes of all the rest : 

Tli^ ablest orator, to save a word, ^ 

.Would throw all sense and reason overboard. 

Hence ’tis that nothing glse but eloquence 
Is ty’d to such a prodigal expense ; 

That lays out half the wit and sense it uses 

Upon the other half’s as vain excuses : 260 

For all defences and apologies 

Are but specifics t’ other frauds and lies ; 

And th’ artificial wash of eloquence 
Is daub’d in vain upon the clearest sense. 

Only to stain the native ingenuity 
Of equal brevity and perspicuity : 

Whilst all the best and sob’rest things he dcKa ' 

Are when he coughs, or spits, or blows liis nOse 
Handles no point so evident and clear .i 

(Besides his white gloves) as his handkercher ; 260 
Unfolds the nicest scruple so distinct. 

As if his talent had been wrapt up in ’t 
Unthriftily, and now he went about » 

Henceforward to improve, and put it out. 

The pedants’are a mongrel breed, that sojourn 
Among the ancient writers and the modem ; 

And, while their studies are between the one 
And th’ other spent, have nothing of their own ; 

Like sponges, are both plants and animals, 

And equally to both their natures false : 


270 
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For, whether 'tis their want of oonTersation 271 

Inclines them to all sorts of affectation ; 

Their sedcntaiy life and melancholj, 

The ererlasting nursery of folly ; 

Their ponng upon black and white too subt’lely 
Has turn’d the insides of their brains to motley ; 

Or squand’ring of tneir wits and time upon 
Tooduany things, has made them fit for none ; 

Their constant overstraining of the mind 

Distorts the brain, as horses break their wind ; 280 

Or rude confusions of the things they read 

Get up, like noxious vapours, in the head, 

Until they have their constant wanes and fulls, 

And changes in the insides of their skulls : 

Or ventuili^ beyond the reach of wit 
lias render’d them for all things else unfit ; 

But never bring the world and books together. 

And therefore never rightly judge of either : 

Whence multitudes of reverend men and critics 
Have got a kind of intellectual rickets, 2110 

And by th’ immoderate excess of study 
Have found the sickly head t’ outgrow the body. 

For pedantry is but a com or wart. 

Bred in the skin of Judgment, Sense, and Art ; 

A stupified excrescence, like a wen, 

Fed by the plccant humours of leam’d men, 

That never grows from natural defects 
Of downright and untutor’d intellects. 

But from the over-curious and vain 
Distempers of an artificial brain. 300 

So he, that once stood for the learaedst man,’ 

Had read out Little Britain and Duck Lane, 

* ‘ Leamedst man : ’ Selden, with whom Bntler had fiwt an intimacy and 
then a quarrel->ihe two grand eseeutials of a Satire. 



240, -< OEHCtKfi l^MAINa 

Worn out Ids reason, and reduced his body sos 

And brain- to nothing with perpetual study ; 

Kept tutors of all sorts, and virtuoaoe, 

To read all authors to him with their glosses ; 

And made his lacqueys, when he w-alk’d, bear folios 
Of dictionaries, lexicons, and scolias, 

To be read to him, ev’ry way the wind 

Should chance to sit, before him ordbehind ; . sio 

Had read out all th’ imaginary duels 

That had been fought by consonants and vowels ; 

Had crack’d his skull, to find out proper places. 

To lay up all memoirs of things in cases ; 

And practised all the tricks upon the charts, 

To play with packs of sciences and arts. 

That serve t’ improve a feeble gamester’s study, 

That ventures at grammatic beast or noddy ; 

Had read out all the catalogues of wares. 

That come in dry fats o’er from Frankfort fairs, 82 o 
Whose authors use t’ articulate their surnames ; 
With scraps of Greek more learned than the GciWiWS 
Was wont to scatter books in ev’ry room, 

Where they might best be seen by all tblA come ; 

And lay a train that uat’rally should force . 

What he design’d, as if it fell of course ; 

And all this with a worse success than Cardan, 

Who bought both books and learning at ft bargain,’ 
When, lighting on a philosophic spell. 

Of which he never knew one syllable — 330 

Presto, be gone ! h’ unriddled all he read, 

As if he had to nothing else been bred ! 

' Bought both books and icarniog at a bargain : ' Cardan says he bought 
a copy of Apuieiu6 for the sake of ito gUt binding^ and next day could md 
Latui as we^ as e’er be did ! 
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS. 

ALL^mea’s intrigues and projects tend, 

Bj sev'ral courses, to one end : 

To compass, bj the propVest stows. 

Whiftever their designs propose ; 

And that which owns the fairest pretext 
Is i>ften found the indirect'st. 

Hence 'tis that hypocrites still paint 
Much fairer than the real saint, 

And knaves appear more just and tnie 
Than honest men, that make less show : 

The dullest idiots in disguise 
Appear more knowing than the wise ; 
Illiterate dunces, undiscern^d, 

Pass on the rabble for the learned ; 

And cowards, that can damn and rant, 

Pass muster for the valiant : 

For he, that has but impudence, 

To all things has a just pretence ; 

And, put among his wants but shame, 

To all the world may lay his claim. 


How various and innumerable 
Are those who live upon the rabble ! 

Tis they maintain the Church and State, 
Employ the priest and magistrate ; 

Bear all the charge of government, 
And^pay the public fines and rent ; 
Defray all taxes and excises, 

And impositions of all prices ; 

YOU II. Q 
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Bear all th’ expense of peace and war, 
And pay the pulpit and the bar ; 
Maintain all churches and religions, 

And give their pastors exhibitions ; 

And those who have the greatest flocks 
Are primitive and orthodox ; 

Support all schismatics and sects, 

And pay them for tormenting texts ; 
Take all their doctrines off their hands. 
And pay ’em in good rents and lands ; 
Discharge all costly offices. 

The doctor’s and the lawyer’s fees. 

The hangman’s wages, and the scores 
Of caterpillar bawds and whores ; 
Discharge all damages and costs 
Of Knights and Squires of the Post ; 

All statesmen, cutpurses, and padders. 
And pay for all their ropes and ladders ; 
All pettifoggers, and all sorts 
Of markets, churches, and of courts ; 

All sums of money paid or spent. 

With all the charges incident, 

Laid out, or thrown away, or given 
To purchase this world. Hell or Heaven. 


Should once the world resolve t’ abolish 
All that’s ridiculous, and foolish. 

It would have nothing left to do, 

T’ apply in jest or earnest to ; 

No business of importance, play, 

Or state, to pass its time away. 
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The world would be more jusfc, if truth and lies, 
And right and wnuig, did bear an equal price ; 
But, since impostures are so highly raised. 

And faith and justice equally debased, 

Pew^men hare tempers, for such paltry gains, 

T undo themselves with drudgery and pains. 


• • 

The sottish world without distinction looks 
On all that passes on th' account of books ; 

And, when there are two scholai*s, that within 
The species only hardly are akin, 

The world will ptiss for men of equal knowledge, 
If equally they Ve loiter’d in a college. 


Critics arc like a kind of flies, that breed 
In wild fig-trees, and when they’re grown up, feed 
Upon the raw fruit of the nobler kind, 

And, by th -ir nibbling on the outward rind, 

Open the pores, and make way for the Sun 
To ripen it sooner than he would have done. 


As all Fanatics preach, so all men write 
Out of the strength of gifts, and inward light. 
In spite of art ; as horses thorough paced 
Were never taught, and therefore go more fast. 


In all mistakes the strict and regular 
Are found to be the desp’rat’st ways to err, 
And worst to be avoided ; as a wound 
Is said to be the harder cured, that’s round ; 
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For error and mistake, the less th' appear, 

In th’ end are found to be the dangerouser ; 
As no man minds those clocks that used to go 
Apparently too oveivfast or slow. 


The truest characters of ignorance 
Are vanity, and pride, and arrogance ; 

As blind men used to bear their noses higher 
Than those that have their eyes and, sight entire. 


The metaphysic 's but a puppet motion, 
That goes with screws, the notion of a notion ; 
The copy of a copy, and lame draught, 
Unnaturally taken from a thought ; 

That counterfeits all pantomimic tricks, 

And turns the eyes like an old crucifix ; 

That counterchanges whatsoe'er it calls 
B' another name, and makes it true or false ; 
Turns truth to falsehood, falsehood into truth, 
By virtue of the Babylonian's tooth. 


'Tis not the art of schools to understand, 

But make things hard, instead of being explain'd ; 
And therefore those are commonly the leamed'st 
That only study between jest and earnest : 

For, when the end of learning 's to pursue, 

And trace the subtle steps of false and true, 

They ne'er consider how they 're to apply. 

But only listen to the noise and cry ; 

And are so much delighted with the chace, 

They never mind the taking of their preys. 
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More proselytes and converts use t’ accrue 
To false pereuasious than the right and true ; 
For error and mistake are infinite, 

But Truth has but one way to be i’ th’ right ; 
As lumbers may t’ infinity be grown, 

But never be reduced to less than one. 


• • 

All wit and fancy, liko a diamond, 
The more exact and curious 'tis ground, 
Is forced for every carat to abate. 

As much in value as it wants in weight. 


The great St Louis, King of France, 
Fighting against Mahometans, 

]u Egypt, in the Holy War, 

Was routed and made prisoner. 

The Sultan then, into whose hands 
lie and his army fell, demands 
A thousan(|, weight of gold, to free 
And all at liberty. 

The King pays down one half o’ th’ nail, 
And for the other offers bail. 

The pyx, and in ’t the eucharist, 

The body of our Saviour Christ. 

The Turk consider’d, and allow’d 
The King’s security for good : 

Such credit had the Christian zeal 
In those days with an infidel, 

That will not pass fontwopence now 
Ampng themselves, ’tis grown so low. 
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Those that go tip hill use to bow 
Their bodies forward, and stoop low, 

To poise themselves, and sometimes creep, 
When th’ way is difficult and steep ; 

So those at court that do address 
By low ignoble offices. 

Can stoop to any thing that’s base. 

To wriggle into trust and grace. 

Are like to rise to grea,tness sooner 
Than those that go by worth and honour. 


All acts of grace, and pardon, and oblivion 
Are meant of services that are forgiven. 

And not of crimes delinquents have committed. 
And rather been rewarded than acquitted. 


Lions are kings of beasts, and yet their pow’r 
Is not to rule and govern, but devour : 

Such savage kings all tyrants are, and they 
No better than mere beasts that do obey. 


Nothing’s more dull and negligent 
Than an old lazy government. 

That knows no interest of state, 

But such as serves a present strait. 
And to patch up, or shift, will close. 

Or break, alike with friends or foes ; » 
That runs behind-hand, and has spent 
Its credit to the last extent ; 

And, the first time ’tis at a loss. 

Has not one true fiiend, nor one cross. 
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The Devil ^ was the first o’ th’ name 
Prom whom the race of rebels came, 
Who was the first bold undertaker 
Of bearing arms against his Maker ; 
And; though raiscarrjing in th’ event, 
Was never yet known to repent. 
Though tumbled from the top of bliss 
Down to the bottomiess abyss ; 

A property which from th oir prince 
The family owns ever since, 

And therefore ne’er repent the evil 
They do, or suffer, like the Devil. 


The worst of rebels never arm 
To do their king or country harm ; 

But draw their swords to do them good. 
As doctors cure by letting blood. 


No seared conscience is so fell 
As that which has been burnt with zeal ; 
For Christian charity’s as well 
A great impediment to zeal. 

As zeal a pestilent disease 
To Christian charity and peace. 


As thistles wear the softest down. 

To hide their prickles till they ’re grown, 
And then declare themselves, and tear 
Whatever ventures to come near ; 


‘ The Devi] : ’ hence Johnson’s ‘ The Devi), sir, was the first Whig.’ 
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So a smooth koave dc^s greater feats 
Than one that idly rails and threats. 
And all the mischief that he meant 
Does, like a rattle-snake, prevent. 


Man is supreme lord and master 
Of his own ruin and disaster, 
Controls liis fate, but nothing less 
In ordering his own happiness : 

For all his care and providence 
Is too, too feeble a defence. 

To render it secure and certain 
Against the injuries of Fortune ; 
And oft, in spite of all his wit. 

Is lost with one unlucky hit, 

And ruin’d with a circumstance. 
And mere punctilio, of chance. 


Dame Fortune, some men’s tutelar,..}. 
Takes charge of them, without tbeir care 
Does all their drudgery and work, 

Like fairies, for them in the dark ; 
Conducts them blindfold, and advances 
The naturals by blinder chances ; 

While others, by desert or wit. 

Could never make the matter hit. 

But still, the better they deserve. 

Are but the abler thought to starve. 


Great wits have only been preferr’d 
In princes’ trains to be interr’d ; 
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And, when they cosfc them nothing, placed 
Among their followers not the Iasi ; 

But, while they lived, were far enough 
From all admittances kept oflF. 


As gold, that's proof against th' assay, 
Upen the touchstonpe wears away, 

And, having stood the greater test, 

Is overmaster'd by the least ; 

So some men, having stood the hate 
And spiteful cruelty of Fate, 

Transported with a false caress 
Of unacquainted happiness, 

Lost to humanity and sense, 

Have fall'n as low as insolence. 


Innocence is a defence 
For nothing else but patience ; 

'Twill not bear out the blows of Fate, 
Nor fence against the tricks of State ; 
Nor from th' oppression of the laws 
Protect the plain'st and justest cause ; 
Nor keep unspotted a good name 
Against t|ie obloquies of Fame ; 
Feeble as Patience, and as soon, 

By being blown upon, undone. 

As beasts are hunted for their furs, 
Men for their virtues fare the worse. 


Who doth not know with what fierce rage 
Opinions, true or false, engage 'i 
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And, ’cause they gOTern all mankind, 

Like the blind’s leading of the blind. 

All claim an equal interest. 

And free dominion o’er the rest. 

And, as one shield, that fell from Heav’n,^ 
Was counterfeited by eleven, 

The better to secure the fate 
And lasting empire of a state ; 

The false are num’rous, and the true. 

That only have the right, but few. 

Hence fools, that understand ’em least, 

Are still the fiercest in contest ; 

Unsight unseen, espouse a side 
At random, like a prince’s bride. 

To damn their souls, and swear and lie for. 
And at a venture live and die for. 


Opinion governs all mankind. 

Like the blind’s leading of the bUud ; 
For he that has no eyes in’s head. 
Must be by a dog glad to be led ; 
And no beasts have so bttle in ’em 
As that inhuman brute. Opinion. 

’Tis an infectious pestilence. 

The tokens upon wit and sense, 

That with a venomous contagion 
Invades the sick imagination ; 

And, when it seizes any part. 

It strikes the poison to the heart. 
This men of one another catch 
By contact, as the humours match ; 


* Kumars famoua shield. 
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And nothing's so perverse in nature 
As a profound opiniator. 


Atlthoritj intoxicates, 

And makes mere sots of magistrates ; 
The fumes of it invade the brain, 
And^ake men giddy, proud, and vain : 
Bj this the fool commands ^he wise, 

The noble with the base complies, 

The sot assumes the rule of wit, 

And cowards make the base submit. 


A godly^man, that has served out his time 
In holiness, may set up any crime ; 

As scholars, when they Ve taken their degrees, 
May set up any faculty they please. 


Why should not piety be made, 
As well as equity, a trade, 

And men get money by devotion, 
As well as making of a motion ? 

B’ allowed to pray upon conditions, 
As well as suitors in petitions ? 
And in a congregation pray, 

No less than Chancery, for pay 1 


A teacher's doctrine, and his proof, 
Is alibis province, and enough ; 

But is no more concern'd in use, 

Than shoemakers to wear all shoes. 
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The sob’rest saints are more stiff-necked 
Than the hottest-headed of the wicked. 


Hypocrisy will serve as well 
To propagate a church, as zeal ; 

As persecution and promotion 
Do equally advance devotion : * 

So round white stones will serve, they say. 
As well as eggs, to make hens lay. 


The greatest saints and sinners have been made 
Of proselytes of one another’s trade. 


Your wise and cautious consciences 
Are free to take what course they please ; 
Have plenary indulgence to dispose. 

At pleasure, of the strictest vows. 

And challenge Heav’n, they made ’em to, • 
To vouch and witness what they do ; 

And, when they prove averse and loath. 
Yet for convenience take an oath ; 

Not only can dispense, but make it 
A greater sin to keep than take it ; 

Can bind and loose all sorts of sin. 

And only keeps the keys within ; 

Has no superior to control, 

But what itself sets o’er the soul ; 

And, when it is enjoin’d t’ obey, 

Is but confined, and keeps the key ; 

Can walk invisible, and where, 

And when, and how, it will appear ; 
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Can turn itself into di^uises 
Of all sorts, for all sorts of Tices ; 

Can transubstantiate, metamorphose, 

, And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus ; 
Makff woods, and tenements, and lands 
Obey, and follow its commands. 

And settle on a new freehold, 

As Marcly-hill remoT«d of old ; 

Make mountains move with greater force 
Than faith, to new proprietors ; 

And perjures, to secure th’ enjoyments 
Of public charges and employments : 

For true and faithful, good and just, 

Are but preparatives to trust ; 

The gilt and ornament of things, 

And not their movements, wheels, and springs. 


All love at first, like generous wine, 
Ferments and frets until ’tis fine ; 

But when ’tis settled on the lee, 

And from th’ impurer matter free, 
Becomes the richer still the older. 

And proves the pleasanter the colder. 


The motions of the Earth or Sun 
(The Lord knows which) that turn or run. 
Are both perform’d by fits and starts. 

And so are those of lovers’ hearts. 

Which, though they keep no even pace, 
Move^true and constant to one place. 
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Lore is too great a happiness 
For wi'etched mortals to possess ; 
For, could it hold inviolate 
Against those cruelties of Fate, 
Which all felicities below 
By rigid laws are subject to. 

It would become a bliss too high 
For perishing mortality, « 

Translate to Earth the joys above ; 
For nothing goes to Heav’n but love. 


All wild but gon’rous creatures live of course 
As if they had agreed for better or worse : 

The lion’s constant to his only miss. 

And never leaves his faithful lioness ; 

And she as chaste and true to him again, 

As virtuous ladies use to be to men. 

The docile and ingenious elephant 
T’ his own and only female is gallant ; 

And she as true and constant to his bed. 

That first enjoy’d her single maidenhead : 

But paltry rams, and bulls, and goats, and bOars 
Are never satisfy’d with new amours ; 

As all poltroons with us delight to i*ange. 

And, though but for the worst of all, to change. 


The souls of women are so small. 
That some believe they ’ve none at all ; 
Or if they have, like cripples, still 
They ’ve but one faculty, the will ; 

The other two are quite laid by 
To make up one great tyranny ; 
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And though their passions have most pow’r, 
They are, like Turks, but slaves the more 
To th’ abs’Jute will, that with a breath 
Has sovereign pow’r of life and death. 

And, as its little int’rests move. 

Can turn ’em all to hate or love ; 

For nothing, in a mcjment, turn 
To frantic love, disdain, and scorn ; 

And inake that love degenerate 
T’ as great extremity of hate ; 

And hate again, and scorn, and piques. 

To flames and raptures, and love-tricks. 


All sorts of vot’ries, that profess 
To bind themselves apprentices 
To Heaven, abjure, with solemn vows. 
Not Cut and Long-tail, but a Spouse, 
As th’ worst of all impediments 
To hinder their devout intents. 


Most virgins marry, just as nuns 
The same thing the same way renounce ; 
Before they ’ve wit to understand 
The bold attempt they take in hand ; 

Or, having stay’d, and lost their tides. 
Are out of season grown for brides. 


The credit of the marriage-bed 
Has ^en so loosely husbanded. 
Men only deal for ready money, 
And women sep’rate alimony ; 
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And ladies-errant, for debauching, 
Hare better terms, and equal caution ; 
And, for their journeywork and pains. 
The charwomen clear greater gains. 


As wine, that with its own weight runs, is best. 
And counted much more noble tha» the prest ; « 

So is that poetry, whose gen’rous strains 
Flow without servile study, art, or pains. 


Some call it fury, some a Muse, 
That, as possessing Devils use. 
Haunts and forsakes a man by fits ; 
And when he’s in, he’s out of’s wits. 


All writers, though of diff’rent fancies, 
Do make all people in romances. 

That are distress’d and discontent, 

Make songs, and sing t’ an instrument •, 
And poets by their suff’rings grow, 

As if there were no more to do. 

To make a poet excellent, 

But only want and discontent. 


It is not poetry that makes men poor ; 

For few do write that were not so before ; 

And those that have writ best, had they been rich, 
Had ne’er been clapp’d with a poetic itch ; 

Had loved their ease too well to take the pains 
To undeigo that drudgery of brains ; 
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But, being for all ot^er trades unfit, 
t' aToid being idle, set up wii 


They that do write in authors’ praises, 
And freely give their friends their voices, 
Are not confined to what is true ; 

That^s not to give, But pay a due : 

For praise, that’s due, does give no more 
To worth, than what it had before ; 

But to commend without desert, 

Requires a "mastery of art, 

That sets a gloss on what’s amiss. 

And writes what should be, not what is. 


In foreign universities, 

When a king’s born, or weds, or dies. 
Straight other studies are laid by, 

And all apply to poetry ; 

Some write in Hebrew, some in Greek, 
And some, more wise, in Arabic, 

T’ avoid the critic, and th’ expense 
Of difficulter wit and sense ; 

And seem more Icarnedish than those 
That at a greater charge compose. 

The doctors lead, the students follow ; 
Some call him Mars, and some Apollo, 
Some Jupiter, and give him th’ odds. 
On even terms, of all the gods : 

Then Caesar he’s nicknamed, as duly as 
He th^t in Rome was christen’d Julius, 
And was address’d too by a crow 
As pertinently, long ago ; 

VOL. II. 
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And with acre hwoes' names is styled, 

Than Saints are clubb’d t’ an Austrian child : 
And as wit goes by colleges, 

As well as standing and degrees, 

He stiU writes better than the rest, 

That’s of the house that’s counted best. 


Far greater numbers have been lost by hopes 
Than all the magazines of daggers, ropes, 

And other ami^unitions of despair, 

Were ever able to despatch by fear. 


There’s nothing our felicities endears, , 
Like that which falls among our doubts and fears, 
And in the miserablest of distress 
Improves attempts as desp’rate with success ; 
Success that owns and justifies all quarrels, 

And vindicates deserts of hemp -with laurels ; 

Or, but miscarrying in the bold attempt, 

Turns wreaths of laurel back again to hemp. 


The people have as much a neg’tive voice 
To hinder making war without their choice, 
As kings of making laws in parliament ; 

No money is as good as No assent. 


When princes idly lead about. 
Those of their party follow suit. 
Till others trump upon their play, 
And turn the cards another way. 





What aU aubjeots disooatent 
j^jfainst a prince's gotemment, 

And princes take as great offence 
At subjects disobedience, 

Tha? neither th' other can abide, 

But too much reason on each side ? 


Authority is a disease and cure, 

Which men can neither want, nor well etodure. 


Dame Justice puts her sword into the scales, 
With wliieh she's said to weigh out true and false, 
Witli no design but, like the antique Gaul, 

To get more money from the Capitol. 


All that which Law and Equity miscalls 
By th empty idle names of True and False, 

Is nothing else but maggots blown between 
False witnesses, and falser jurymen. 

No court allows those partial interlopers 
Of Law and Equity, two single paupers, 

T' encounter hand to hand at bars, and trounce 
Each other gratis in a suit at once : 

For one at one time, and upon free cost, is 
Enough to play the knare and fool with Justice ; 
And when the one side bringeth custom in, 

And th’ other lays out half the reckoning. 

The Devil himself will rather choose to play 
At paJtry small game, than sit out, they say ; 
But, when at all there's nothing to be got, 

The old wife, Law and Justice, will not trot. 
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The lav that males more knaves than e’er it hung. 
Little considers right or vrong ; 

But, like authority, 's soon satisfy’d. 

When ’tis to judge on its own side. 

— r 

,'The law can take a purse in open court. 

Whilst it condemns a less delinquent for ’t. 


Who can deserve, for breaking of the laws, 
A greater penance than an honest cause ? 


All those that do but rob and steal enough. 
Are punishment and-court-of-justice proof, 
And need not fear, nor be concern’d a straw 
In all the idle bugbears of the law ; 

But confidently rob the gallows too, 

As well as other sufierers, of their due. 


Old laws have not been suffer’d to be pointed, 
To leave the sense at large the more disjoinJasdj 
And furnish lawyers, with the greater * ■* 

'fo turn and wind them any way they please. 
The Statute-Law’s their scripture, and Reports 
Tlie ancient rov’rcnd fathers of their courts. 
Records their general councils, and Decisions 
Of judges on the bench, their sole traditions ; 
For which, like Catholics, they ’ve greater awe. 
As th’ arbitrary and unwritten law. 

And strive perpetually to make the standard 
Of right between the tenant and the landlord ; 
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And, when two cases at a trial meet, 

That, like indenturoB, jump exactly fit, 

And all the points, like chequer-t^es, suit, 
The court directs tbe^bstinat’st dispute ; 
Thftre’s no deconun used of time, nor place, 
Nor quality, nor person, in the case. 


A man of qnick and active wit 
For drudgery is more unfit, 
Compared to those of duller parts, 
Than running-nags to draw in carts. 


Too much or too little wit 
Do only render th’ owners fit 
For nothing, but to be undone 
Much easier than if they had none. 


As those that arc stark blind can trace 
The nearest ways from place to place. 
And find the right way easier out 
Than those that hood-wink’d try to do ’t ; 
So tricks of state are managed best 
By those that are suspected least, 

And greatest finesse brought about 
By engines most unlike to do 't. 


All the politics of the great 
Are Uke the cunning of a cheat. 

That lets his fidse dice freely run. 
And trusts them to themselves alone. 
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But never lets a true one stir, 

Without some fing’ring trick or slur ; 
And, when the gam^ters doubt his play,. 
Conveys his false dice safe away, 

And leaves the true ones in the lurch, 

T’ endure the torture of the search. 


What else does History use to tell us, 

But tales of subjects being rebellious, 

The vain perfidiousness of lords, 

And fatal breach of princes' words ; 

The sottish pride and insolence 
Of statesmen, and their want of sense ; 

Their treach'ry, that undoes of custom 
Their ownselves first, next those who tmst ^em 


Because a feeble limb's caress'd, 

And more indulged than all the rest ; 

So frail and tender consciences 
Are humour'd to do what they please ; 
When that, which goes for weak and feeble, 
Is found the most incorrigible, 

T' outdo all the fiends in Hell 
With rapine, murder, blood, and zeal. 


As at th' approach of winter, all 
The leaves of great trees use to fall, 

And leave them naked to engage 
With storms and tempests, when they rage ; 
While humbler plants are found to wear 
Their fresh green liveries all the year : 
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So, when the glorious season’s gone 
With great men, aud hard times come on. 
The great’st calamities oppress 
The greatest still, and spare the leas. 


As when a greedy raven sees 
A sheep entangled by the fleece, 

With hasty cruelty ho flies 
T’ attack him, and pick out his eyes ; 
So do those vultures use, that keep 
Poor pris’ners fast like silly sheep, 

As greedily to prey on all 
That iu their rav’nous clutches fall. 

For thorps and brambles, that came in, 
To wait upon the curse for sin. 

And wfre no part o’ the first creation, 
But, foi^trevengo, a new plantation, 

Are ye^he fitt’st materials 
T’ enelosi; the Earth with living walls ; 
So jailers, that are most 'accurst. 

Are found most fit in being worst. 


There needs no other cliarm, nor conjurer. 

To raise infernal spirits up, but fear ; 

That makes men pull their horns in, like a snail. 
That’s both’a pris’ner to itself, and jail ; 

Draws more fantastic shapes, than in the grains 
Of knotted wood, in some men’s crazy brains ; 
When all the cocks they think they see, and bulls, 
Arc only in the insides of their skulls. 
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The Roman Mufti witli his triple crown 
Does both the Earth, and Hell, and Heav'n own. 
Beside th' imaginary territory, 

He lays a title to in Purgatory ; 

^feclares himself an absolute free prince 
In his dominions, only over sins : 

But, as for Heav’n, since it lies so far 
Above him, is but only titular, 

And, like his cross-keys' badge upon a tavern, 
Has nothing there to tempt, command, or govern 
Yet, when he coihes to take account, and share 
The profit of his prostituted ware, 

He finds his gains increase, by sin and wolnen, 
Above his richest titular dominion. 


A Jubilee is but a spiritual fair, 

T' expose to sale all sorts of impious ware ; 

In which his Holiness buys nothing in, ^ 

To stock his magazines, but deadly sin ; 

And deals in extraordinary crimes. 

That are not vendible at other times ; 

For dealing both for Judas and th' High-pries^ > 
He makes a plentifuller trade of Christ. ' 


That spiritual pattern of the Church, the Ark, 
In which the ancient world did once embark, 
Had ne'er a helm in '|,to direct its way, 

Altho' bound through an universal sea ; 

When all the modern Chifrch of Rome's concern 
Is nothing else but in the helm and stem. 
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In the Chufdi of Rome, to go to shrift, 
Is but feo put the soul on a clean shift. 


5^n ass will with his long ears fray 
The flies, that tickle him, away ; 

But man delights to have his ears 
Bloiyn maggots in Uy flatterers. 


All Wit does but divert men from the road 
In which things vulgarly are understood, 

And force Mistake and Ignorance to own 
A better sense than commonly is known. 


In little trades, more cheats and lying 
Are used in selling than in buying ; 

But in the great, unjuster dealing 
Ts used in Imying than in selling. 


All smatt'rers are more brisk and port 
Than those that understand an art ; 

As little sparkles shine more bright 
Than glowing coals, that give them light. 


Law does not put the least restraint 
Upon our freedom, but maintain^ ; 

Or, if it does, Tis for our good, 

To give us freer latitude : 

For wWesome laws preseiwe us free, 
By stinting of our liberty. 
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The world has long endeavour'd to reduce 
Those things to practice that are of no use ; 
And strives to practise things of speculation, 
And bring the practical to contemplation ; 
And by that error renders both in vain, 

By forcing Nature’s course against the grain. 


In all the world there is no vice 
Less prone t’ excess than avarice : 

It neither cares for food nor clothing : 

Nature’s content with little, that with nothing. 


In Rome no temple was so low^i 
As that of Honour, built to show 
How humble honour ought to be. 
Though there ’twas all authority. 


It is a harder thing for men to rate 
Their own parts at an equal estimate, 

Than cast up fractions, in the account of Heav’n, 
Of time and motion, and adjust them ev’n : 

For modest persons never had a true 
Particular of all that is their due. 


Some people’s fortunes, like a weft or stray. 
Are only gain’d by losing of their way. 


As he that makes his mark is understood 
To write his name, and ’tis in law as good ; 
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So be, that cannot write one word of sense, 
Believes he has as legal a petence 
To scribble what he does not understand, 
As idiots have a title to their land. 


Were TuUy now alive, he’d be to seek 
Tn^ll our Latin terms of art and Greek : 
Would never understand one word of sense 
The most irrefragable schoolman means : 

As if the Schools design'd their terms of art. 
Not to advance a science, but divert ; 

As Hocus Focus conjures to amuse 
The rabble from observing what he does. 


As ’tis a greater mystery, in the art 
Of painting, to foreshorten any part, 

Than draw it out ; so ’tis in books the chief 
Of all perfcoHl^ to be plain and brief. 


The man, that for his profit ’s brought t’ obey. 
Is only hired, on liking, to betray ; 

And, when he’s bid a liberaller price. 

Will not be sluggish in the work, nor nice. 


OpAiators naturally differ 
From other men ; as wooden legs are stiffer 
Than those of pliant joints, to yield and bow. 
Which way soever they ’re design’d to go. 
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NaTigation, that withstood 
^rhe mortal fury of the Flood, 

And proved the only means to save 
All earthly creatures from the wave, 
Has, for it, tauglit the sea and wind 
To lay a tribute on mankind. 

That, by degrees, has swallow’d more 
Than all it down’d at once before. ‘ 


The Prince of Syracuse,^ whose destined fate 
It was to keep a school, and rule a state, 

Found that his sceptre never was so awed. 

As when it was translated to a rod ; 

And that his subjects never were s’ obedient. 

As when be was inaugurated pedant : 

For to instruct is greater than to rule. 

And no command ’s so imperious as a school. 


As he, whose destiny does prove 
To dangle in the air above, 

Does lose liis life for want of air, 
That only fell to be his share ; 

So he, whom Fate at once design’d 
To plenty and a wretched mind. 

Is but condemn’d t’ a rich distress, 
And stanx’s with niggardly excess. 


The Universal Med’cinc is a trick. 

That Nature never meant, to cure the sick. 


1 « Symeuse : ’ the Yoang^. 
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Unless by death, the singular receipt, 

To root out all diseases by the great : 

For uniyersals deal in no one part 
Of Nature, nor particulars of Art ; 

Ahd therefore that Preach quack that set up physic, 
Call’d his receipt a General Specific 
For, tho’ in mortal poisons erery one 
Is mortal universally alone, 

Yet Nature never made an antidote 
To cure ’em all as easy as they ’re got ; 

Much less, among so many variations 
Of diff’rent maladies and complications, 

Make all the contrarieties in Nature 
Submit themselves t’ an equal moderator. 


A convert’s but a fly, that turns about, 
After his head’s pull’d oflF, to find it out. 


All mankind is but a rabble. 

As silly and unreasonable 

As those that, crowding in the street, 

To see a show, or monster meet ; 

Of whom no one is in the right, 

Yet all fall oujt about the sight ; 

And, when they chance t’ agree, the choice is 
Still in the most and worst of vices ; 

And aH the reasons that prevail 
Are measured, not by weight, but tale. 


As in all great and crowded fairs, 
Monsters and puppet-plays are wares, 
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Which ia the less will not go off, 
Becaosfe they hare not money enough ; 
So men in princes’ courts will pass, 
That will not in another place. 


Logicians used to clap a proposition. 

As justices do criminals, in prison, “ 

And, in as leam’d authentic nonsense, writ 
The names of all their moods and figures fit ; 
For a logiciaji’s one that has been broke 
To ride and pace his reason by the book ; 

And by their rules, and precepts, and examples, 
To put his wits into a kind of trammels. 


Those get the least that take the greatest pains, 
But most of all i’ th’ drudgery of the braius ; 

A natural sign of weakness, as an ant 
Is more laborious than an elephant ; 

And children are more busy at their play, 

Than those that wiseliest pass their time away. 


All the inventions that the world contains, 
Were not by reason first found out, nor braius ; 
But pass for theirs who had the luck to light 
Upon them by mistake or oversight. 



OKKtnHX BiaiAIKS. 


271 


TO HIS MISTRESS. 

Do not unjustly blame 
My guiltless breast, 

For vent'ring to disclose a flame 
It had so long supprest. 

• 

111 its own ashes it design’d 
For ever to have lain ; 

But that my sighs, like blasts of wind, 
Made it break out again. 


TO THE SAME. 

Do not mine afTcciioTi slight, 

'Cause my locks with age are white : 

Your breasts have snow without, and snow within, 
While flames of fire in your bright eyes are seen. 


TRIPLETS UPON AVARICE. 

As misers their own laws enjoin 
To wear no pockets in the mine, 

For fear they should the ore purloin ; 

So he that toils and labours hard 
To gain, and what he gets has spared, 

Is from the use of all debarred. 

And tho’ he can produce more spankers 
Than all the usurers and bankers, 

Yet after more and more he hankers ; 
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And, after all his pains are done, 
Has nothing he can call his own, 
But a mere livelihood alone. 


EPIGRAM ON A CLUB pP SOTS. 

The jolly members of a toping club, 

Like pipestaves, are but hooped into a tub ; 
And in a close confederacy link. 

For nothing else but only to hold drink. 


DESCRIPTION OP HOLLAND. 

A COUNTRY that draws fifty foot of water, 

In which men live, as in the hold of Nature ; 

And when the sea does in upon them break. 

And drown a province, does but spring a leak ; 

That always ply the pump, and never think 
They can be safe, but at the rate they stink ; 

That live as if they had been run a-ground, 

And, when they die, are cast away and drown’d : 
That dwell in ships, like swarms of rats, and prey 
Upon the goods all nations’ fleets convey ; 

And, when their merchants are blown-up and crackt. 
Whole towns are cast away in storms and wreckt ; 
That feed, like cannibals, on other fishes, 

And serre their cousin-germans up in dishes : 

A land that rides at anchor, and is moor’d, 

In which they do not live, but go a-board. 



VAEIOrS EEABINOS OF AND ADDITIONS 
TO HDDIBEAa 


Mr Thyer h#»s, in hie edition, in order to “ trace the tboughte of a man of 
genius from their first dawning to their development,” preserved »!ift’erent 
versions and additions of Butler’s to various passages in Budibras. 
These we retain. 


PART I CANTO I. LINE 115. 

That had the gi-eatest orator 
Of all the Greeks, who heretofore 
Did fill liis mouth with pebble stones. 
To learn the better ,to pronounce. 

But known his harder rhetoric, 

He would have used no other trick. 


PABT n. CANTO I. LINE 28.'. 

He thought it now the fittest moment. 
The lady’s amorous pangs to foment, 

The hopefuUest critical occasion 
To pass upon her with his passion. 

The likeliest planetary crisis 
For stratagems and love surprises. 

VOL. n. 8 
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Who erer Vas a homelier lover 
Than Hercules, th’ heroic drover 1 
Yet, when he woo^d at quarter-staff, 
What lady’s purtenance was safe 1 
For sympathetic blows as well, 

No doubt, may wound as powder heal. 


PART II. CANTO II. LINE 15. 

To fight for Truth is but the sole dominion 
Of ev’ry idiot’s humour or opinion, • 

And what it fancies Truth maintains, 

By venturing t’ hardest blows its brains ; 

And he, whose noddle is most tough, 
Demonstrates with the clearest proof. 


IBID. LINE 18. 

What sort of creature Summum Bonum was, 
Philosophers describe so like an ass ; 

If virtue were an animal deteriniiie, 

Or vice but insects, and imperfect vermin. 


IBID. LINE 47.~CONSCIENCE. 

For wise and cautious consciences 
Are free to take what course they please, 
And plenary indulgence to dispose 
At pleasure of the strictest vows, 

And challenge Heav’n, they made ’em to, 
To vouch and witness what they do ; 
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And when they prove averse and loath. 

Yet for conscience take an (uith ; 

Not only can dispense, bat make it 
A greater sin to keep, than take it ; 

Can bind and loose ail sorts of sin, 

And only keeps the keys within ; 

Has no superior to control, 

, But what itself sets o’er the soul, 

And, when it is enjoin'd to obey, 

Is but confined, and keeps the key ; 

Can walk invisible, and where, 

And when, and how it will appear ; 

Can turn itself into disguises 
Of all sorts, for all sorts of vices ; 

Can transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus ; 
Make woods, and tenements, and lands 
Obey and follow its commands ; 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marcly-hill, removed of old ; 

Make mountains move with greater force 
Than faith to new proprietors ; 

And perjure, to secure th’ enjoyments 
Of public charges and employments ; 

For true and faithful, good, and just, 

Are but preparatives to trust, 

The gilt and ornament of things, 

And not their movements, wheels, and springs. 
For a large conscience is all one. 

And signifies the same with none. 
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PART n. CANTO II. LINE 133. 

Fanatics hdd the Scripture does not bar 
The bearing of false "witness for 
A spiritual neighbour, but against ; 

For only that’s forbid the Saints ; 

When some among ’em have had calls 
To swear for Brethren, true or false, 

They have been bred up by the Saints 
To swear without the least restraints, • 
Which, when it does not reach to blood, 
Weighs nothing with the Brotherhood. 


IBID. LINE 201. 

God does not put those strict restraints 
Upon his favourites the Saints, 

As on his slaves, the reprobates, 

The drudges he abhors and hates ; 

Nor does he look for that attendance 
From Privy Chamber Independents, 

As from the Presbyterian rout. 

That wait like sentinels without. 


PART n. CANTO HI. LINE 622.— 8IDEOPHEL. 

As Oampanella, when he writ. 

Strived to look like his reader’s wit : 

So Sidrophel still strived to look 
As wise as those to whom he spoke. 

And oft would shake his pensive head, 

To stir his wit up, when ’twas dead ; 

As (^wks their ink bottles do shake. 

To make it shine more bright and black. 
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PART m. CANTO L tINR 

With cow*itch rneaded like a siseir. 

And smutcli^d i' tli’ nose with Guinea pepper, 
With drink and dewtrj^ cast in trances, 

And all the maddest extravagances ; 
Dismounted into sloughs and ditches 
' Bj friends and spirits, raked by witclie^ 

And conjured into raving fits, 
liikc one that’s outed of his wits. 


fBID. LINE 829. 

Employs me out upon perpetual jobs 
Of gimc^acks and fantastic jigambobs ; 

Or grinding glasses in a punctual minute 
For’mysteries, which they believe are in it ; 

That keep me in insufferable fears, 

And everlasting danger of my ears ; 

When guiltlesser delinquents have been scourged, 
And hemp, in docks, on wooden anvils forged 


IBID. UNE 866. 

That think their talents most adroit 
For any mystical exploit ; 

To deal in love, and news, and weather, 
And thieves, and matches altogether. 


IBID. LINE 379, 

The Devi had granted him a lease « 
Of ’s life, for secret seirice^ 

* ‘ Dewtry ; * see Note in Part III. 
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Which he made o’er in trust to me, 

And I, t^ appear a just trustee, 

Found out a flaw in -t, which I knew 
Would make him, when I pleased, renew : 
And, therefore, when the time drew nigh, 

I put his bill in equity. 

And bid the Devil take his course ; 

But he, who knew that med’cine worse 
Than the disease, let fall his suit, 

And fled to Hell t’ avoid dispute ; 

But yet, conceiving himself wrong’d, 

And knowing what t’ his place belong’d, 
That, tho’ he could not touch a life. 

Could plague with botches, and a wife, 
lie sent me that mysterious fob, > * 

As he had done before to Job ; 

And gave th’ ungrateful wretch commission 
To use me in this sad condition, 

To pay m’ in kind for all my sins, 

As whips are made of horses’ skins. 


PART III. CANTO 1. LINE 679. 
When allliiis suit is but a mart. 
For if he win the lady’s heart, 
Upon the marriage-day is paid, 

Or hour of death, the bet he laid ; 
And all the rest, of bett’r or worse. 
Is but a loser out of purse. 


IBID. LINE G47. 

For love, that is both man and beast, 
Is equally with both possest, 
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And, like a Pythagorean soul, 

Runs through all sorts of fish and fowl, 
Retains a smack of evVy one 
He shows his mighty power upon ; 
And whensoe’er he’s mad and fond, 
Has something of the vagabond ; 

And as a Pythagorean *iOui 

Runs througl^all silly beasts and fowl ; 

So, ere he had it, his had done, 

A.nd had a smack of every one. 


PART III. CANTO L LINE 660. 

Love ’s but the running of the fancy, 

A clap of fond extravagancy, 

That, if it be not stopp’d in time, 

Breaks out in botches of vile rhyme ; 

A nd when ’tis with love-powder laden. 

And primed and cock’d by miss or madam, 
The smallest sparkle of an eye 
Cxives fire to his artillery. 


IBID. LINE 717. , 

‘w 

Nor can diseases, though begot 
By one or both, untie the knot. 

For health and sickness being all one, 
Which both engaged before to own ; 

And are not with their bodies bound 
To worship only when they ’re sound : 

The worst that falls can be no more 
Than wm provided for before ; 

And when both sides have shared the hurt, 
Who ever did it suffers for ’t 
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PAM HL CANTO L LINE 788. 

No sooner are they made one llesh, 
And both compounded int’ a mesh. 

But sexes prove the next debate, 

And who has right to this, or that, 

Or whether slavery or dominion 
Belong to that of men or womeu. 

Until the issue has been tiy’d, 

And found most frequent for the bride. 
Who can reduce the greatest brave 
To be her utensil and slave ; 

To husband takes him during life, 

And makes but helper to his wife. 


1BU>. LINE 779. 

Yoxu- eyes are not two precious stones. 
Nor twinkling stars, but radiant suns. 
That dazzle those that look upon ye. 

And scorch all other ladies tawny ; 

Your shining hair of the same fleece is 
With that of heavenly Berenices ; 

Your lips no rabies, but the stain 
Of th heav’nly dragon’s blood in grain ; 
Y our teeth not pearls, but whiter fat 
Than those of the heaVnly Dog-Star. 


IBID. LINE 726. 

That like their watches wear their faces. 
In delicate enameU’d cases. 

And all their sense and wit as tawdry. 
Except their natiye talent, bawdry. 
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PART IIL CANTO I. LINE »!*. 

For though the lesa lore costs of j^ins 
Aud slay’rj, ’tis the clearer gains ; 

As wine, the friend of love, proTes test 
That freely runs befto'e 'tis prest. 

Some lovers ai'e besotted most, 

Where most tiiey find their mattei'S crost ; 
As other beasts arc sharper set, 

The less they are allow’d to eat. 


IBID. LINE leir. 

With rhyme and begging presents prove 
To make returns of heart and love, 

As Indians, for glass-beads and trinkets. 
Exchange rich stones, and pearls, an^ ingots ; 
For there’s no mystery nor trade 
But in the art of love is made. 


IBID. LINE 1134. 

As in dreams, the hands and feet 
Are not so vig’rous and fleet ; 

But, when th’ engage to strike or run, 
They both fall slow, and faintly on ; 
So did the renegado knight. 

Perform his waking dream of fight. 


IBID. LINE wro. 

And engineers, the best divines, 

, And soundest doctrine, drawing lines ; 
Or taking forts and sconces in 
The safest way to conquer sill ; 
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And military discipline 
Reveal’d to be by right divine ; 

Or men of war to overcome 
The flesh and Devil with a drum ; 

Else what can engines and edged tools 
Pretend to do with saving souls 1 


PART III. CANTO U. LINE 13. 

The Persian Magi, who were brothers 
To those that got ^em on their mothers, 
And held unqualified t’ enjoy 
That dignity any other way, 

With all submission had given place 
To this unmix’d and purer race ; 

So we and they became a-kin, 

Wh’ are both our sons and brethren* 


IBID. LINE 151. 

As if they meant to build upon 
The old design of Babylon, 

Had coin’d a language for their sticklers. 
Worse than the Mesopotamian bricklay’rs, 
And edified their canting jabberers 
Beyond the gibVrish of their labourers. 


IBID. LINE 156. 

For none but Jesuits are allow’d here, 

To propagate the faith with powder ; 

For what can serve their purpose fitter 
To prove their Church derived from Peter 1 
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PART m. CANTO IL LINE 855. 

As politic as if one eye 
Upon tlie other were a spy, 

And jealous, as if both his ears 
Had eaves dropt what each other hears, 
And so trepaii the one to think 
Tlie other blind, both strove to blink. 


IBID. LINE 369. 

As if the changeling had been truck'd 
In clouts by witches, whom he suck'd 
The magic from, to turn himself 
To any figure, like an elf. 


IIUD. LINE 375.— CHARACTER OF LORD SHAFTESBURY, 

Who, like a skilful rhetorician, 

Knew how to order his transition 
So cunningly, the quickest sense 
Could ne'er discover his pretence ; 

Nor what he went about discover, 

Until the whole design was over. 


IBID. LINE 391. 

For as, at th' end of a game, ’tis lawful 
Before the next to cut and shuffle, 
lie understood all common-places 
Of treachery, and their intricacies ; 

The doctrine and the discipline 
Of all cheats, moral and divine ; 
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The price of principles, and the rates 
Of shifting them at turns of states, 

And always valued them the more 
The oftener they ’d been sold before. 
For he believed perfidiousness 
Was like the small-pox or disease, 
Wliich no man’s temper’s free against. 
But first or last the blood attaints ; 

And only those are treason proof, 

Wh’ have had it once, and are come off. 


PART III. CANTO II. LINE 479. 

Still the ignoranter they proved. 
Became the stiffer to be moved ; 
For fools are stubbomer t’ obey. 

As coins are harden’d by th’ allay. 


IBID. LINE 607. 

Was this the mystery we meant 
In th’ holy League and Covenant, 

To take it like tobacco then, 

Only to be blown-out again 1 
To hold up one hand for a brother, 

And pick a pocket with the other 1 
That all the bus’ness <of the cause 
Was but to tickle ears with straws, 

And pick the purse of John a Nokes, 

That did but scratch it, like Squire Cokes ? 
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FAET m. CANTO U. UNE AM. 

’Tis true we are in some confusion, 

For want of zeal and resolution. 

When haughty ’prentices rehell’d. 

And beat their masters in the field, 

And after ventured to reduce 

The guards at Whitehall and the Mews, 

But failing in the enterprise. 

Took in the city in a trice, 

And kept it with a strong recruit, 

And fresh supplies of horse and foot. 

Till gallanrt Hewson, with a handful 
Of men-at-arms, resolved and manful. 

Drew up where th’ enemy made head. 

And shot an apple- woman dead, 

Put th’ haughty enemy, in spite 
Of all their confidence, to flight, 

And took the town, with the only slaughter 
Of his great rival, a translator.^ 


IBID. LINE 71 s. 

Lawyers, like jugglers, can with ease 
Convey men’s money how they please, 

Frofu Stiles’s pocket into Nokes’s, 

As readily as hocus poem ; 

Play fast and loose, make men obnoxious. 
And clear again, like hiccius doctius. 

Those, that in licensed knav’ry deal. 

And freely rob the commonweal. 

And after make the laws o’ th’ land 
A refuge against justice stand, 

* Colonel Hewson, above aUoded to, was originally a oobler. 
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Like thieres that in a hemp-plot lie 
Secure against the Hue*and-cry, 

And make that ’which they more deserve — 
A halter, for protection serve. 


PART m. CANTO 11. LINE 1168. 
To keep out surplices and rin^s, 
Was fitter for your wit than kings ; 

Or cast the Quakers out, and Ranters, 
For out-reforming Covenanters ; 

Or banish rosemary and bays, 

And pies, on Christ-tide holidays ; 
Fitter for talents of your rate. 

Than botching of a church or state. 


IBID. LINE 1189. 

Those, whose interest lies between 
His keeping out, or bringing in. 

Mean nothing but to make a mouth, 
And take th' advantages of both, 
Like rooks, who drive a subtle trade. 
By taking all the oddses laid. 


IBID. LINE 1195. 

Till finding the hangsman like to board. 
Our vessel grappled to his yard, 

T’ avoid the danger tack'd about, 

And turn'd our vile commanders out, 

To put in others, in their steads, 

Of stouter hearts and wiser heads, 
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Who quickly got the' weather gauge, 
And then came boldly up t’ engage. 
Maintain’d courageously the fight. 
And put the enemy to flight. 


PAET m. CAKTO II. LINE 1619 .— THE BUENING OF 
THE BUMP. 

A speaker with a mace before it, 

Cut by an artist in a carret. 

With many a tatter’d talisman 

For Bradshaw, Ireton, Scot, and Vane ; 

Next statues, they have shown much art in. 
For Tichborn, Munson, Downs, and Martin, 
With Lambert, Desbro’, and the rest. 

In proper characters exprest ; 

All which, with rumps, are on a flame. 

And our approaching fate proclaim. 

More ominous than comets’ tails 
To all our juntos and cabals. 

* * * * * 

Through all the flaming kennel course us. 

To shoot the fiery gulph, like Curtius, 

As if the fortune of the state 
Depended wholly on our fate ; 

For what does all their fury mean else 
By sacrificing rumps in kennels ? 

By burning fundaments and haunches. 

But to supplant us roots and branches 1 
To bum the most refined of Christians, 

With postick botches, like Philistians ; 

To make our patriots miraculous, 

Scorch’d in the touts, like Chaucer’s Nicholas, 
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And sacrifice our iimder quarters, 

More like to fi>^tacs martjre ; 

To blow us up worse than the plot ; 

To cliarge their mortar piece, for shot, 
■With th’ House of Lords, and fire the hall, 
Instead of a greuado-ball 1 
And now stand ready with grenadoes 
Of squibs and crackers, to invade us ; 

And every journeyman and ’prentice, 
With rumps in kennels represent us ; 

And now are damning iw, and drinking 
Strong ale and curses to our sinking. 


PAIiT m. CANTO II. LINE 1606 . 

The rumps of all trees are the head, 

By which they are maintain’d and fed. 

And, therefore, all their tops and branches, 
Are but their rumps, and arms, and haunches. 
Were not the fundamental laws 
The rump and fundament o’ tli’ cause 
The cause which wo have vow’d t’ entail, 

And settle on our heirs male ; 

And therefore rump’s a name most fit 
For those whose bus’ness is to sit. 

A peacock’s tail ’s more rich and gaudy, 

Than all the feathers of the body. 


IBID. UNE 1639.-BDENING OF THE EDMI>. 
Nor is this news to us, or more 
Than what we might expect, before ; 

For when we had been xender’d once 
The subject matter of lampoons, 
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The argument of stories, libels, 

News, queries, politics, and quibbles, 

In which we have been said and sung. 
And clench’d, and punn’d upon so long, 
’Twas no hard matter to forecast 
How long our government would last, 
For when our folly had render’d us, 
►And all we did, ridiculous, 

Men have obey’d as much in jest 
As we have used our interest ; 

And when a state becomes a farce, 
There needs no prophecy of stars 
Nor long-tail’d comet, to presage 
Implicit changes to the age : 

The smallest conventicle prophet 
Might dream awake the ruin of it ; 

For nothing can destroy a nation 
So soon as fools in consultation. 


PART III. CANTO III. LINE 243. 

Cowards, 

Like horses, do heroic acts. 

Engage by turning of their backs, 

And use the same heels both for fight 
With th’ enemy, and pursuit, and flight ; 
fio with the same arms kill and slay, 

And rout the foe and run away. 

He that overcomes himself and runs, 

Docs more than he that takes great towns ; 
If ev’ry man would save but one, 

^No victory would e’er be won ; 

For he that runs may fight again. 

Which he can never do that’s slain. 

VOL. II. T 
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PART III. CANTO III. LINE 813. 

All feats of arms are now abridged 
To sieges, or to being besieged, 

And he the formidablest soldier 
Who flies, like crows, the smell of powder ; 
To digging-np of skeletons, • 

To make Brown Oeorges’^ of the bones. 

It is not wearing arms of proof, 

Lined through with shirts of mail and buff ; 
But marching naked in the cold. 

That makes men valorous and bold ; 

Nor swords, nor bullets, nor bloodshed, 

But stealing one another's bread. 

And eating nothing out of mode, 

But what^s in season, frogs or toad. 

All blows are at the belly aim^d, 

Until ’tis slain outright or maimed ; 

And one another’s motions watch, 

Only to go upon the catch ; 

To imderstand the time and reason 
When toads and vermin are in season, 
When frogs come in, and what ’s the cause 
Why July spiders make best sauce, 

As if the wars of frogs and mice 
Had been of ours but prophecies. 

For greater crowds are slain of those 
Than upon both sides now of foes. 

No feats of arms are now in mode, 

But only living witliont food ; 

Nor weapons handled but for show, 

Disease and famine are the foe, 

* * Brmim-’Ge&rges : * Iwwn loaves. 
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And he, that against both is proof, 

Can eat his boots and feed on buff, 

Is held impregnable in arms, 

And more that shot-free made bj diarms ; 
They do not manage the contest 
By fighting, but by starving best ; 

And he that ’s able to fast longest. 

Is sure in th’«end to be the strongest ; 

And he that can dine upon mundungus. 

Is held the valiant’st man among us ; 

And those the formidablest forces. 

That never mount, but eat their horses. 
And make ’em serve i’ th’ expedition 
For cavalry and ammunition ; 

Nor helmets now are in request. 

Nor cuirassier, nor back, nor breast. 

Nor arms of proof accounted good, 

Because they will not serve for food. 


PART ni. CANTO III. LINE 813. 

Fighting now is out of mode. 

And stratagem the only road. 

Unless i’ th’ out-of-fashion’d wars 
Of barb’rous Turks and Polanders. 

They laugh at fighting in the field. 

Till one side run away or yield ; 

But manage all a safer way. 

Like th’ ancient sword and buckler play. 
And loiter out a whole campaign 
To forage only and trepan. 

All feats of arms are now reduced 
To chowsing, or to being chowsed, 
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And no renconnters so renown’d 
As those on 'vrails and under ground. 
They fight not now to overthrow, 

But gull and circumvent a foe : 

And watdi all small advantages. 

As if they fought a game at chess ; 
And he’s approved the most deserving, 
Who longest can hold out at stjirving. 
Can make best fricasees of cats, 

of frogs, and mice, and rats, 

Pottage of vermin, and ragouts 
Of trunks, and boxes, and old shoes ; 
And those who, like th’ immortal gods 
Do never eat, have still the odds. 

all their warlike stratagems. 

And subtle ferrying over streams. 

Or plapng at bo-peep with bridges, 

Or crawling under ground at sieges, 

Or swimming over deepest channels ‘ 
T’ avoid the foe, like water spaniels. 


PART III. CANTO III. LINE 661. 
Allow him the oddses of demurrers. 
The other nothing but his errors, 

And is admitted to all grace 
And lawful favour by his place. 


IBID. LINE 685. 

Law is like the labyrinth 
With the two form’d monster in ’t. 

That used to eat men’s flesh, and devour 
All that it got within it’s pow’r. 
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r.vRT in. CANTO m. line ssi. 

The suececding Line* *eem to luive been intended a* part of Hndibtas’* 
Chacaeter of the Lawyer. 

A man s’ impartial in his calling, 

That right or wrong to him wm all one ; 

Was never known to be S’ unjust, 

, As when he, was bribed to break his trust ; 

So just, that he .vho bribed him first 
Was never known to have the worst ; 

But, when they strove to give him most, 

The desp’rat’st cause was never lost. 


IBID. LINE 857.-nUDIBRAS’8 EPISTLE TO HIS LADY. 

Love, like Honour, ’s privileged. 

And cannot be by oaths obliged, 

No more than what a witness swears 
Is valid in his own afiairs ; 

And Love has nothing to pretend. 

But its own interest and end. 


IBID. LINE 8T7. 

Can any pow’r pretend to awe 
Love, Nature’s fundamental law. 

Or offer to give laws t’ a lover 
They have no jurisdiction over ? 

Shall he, that with his magic bow 

Strikes hearts of monarebs throng and through. 

Submit his own great laws of war 

To come t’ a trial at a bar 1 

To turn solicitor and prog. 

Suborn, forswear, and pettifog 1 
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PART III. CANTO lU. UNE 887. 

Lore, tMt’a the work and recreation, 
And charter of the first creation, 

From whom all souls of things derive 
The free inheritance of life. 

That in a short time would expire, 

But that^tis lengthen’d by desire;; 

for how could Nature live. 

But that Love gives it a reprieve, 

That has no more than one life in % 

If Love did not enlarge that stint. 


IBID. LINE 1263.— LADY’S ANSWER. 

Love that has substance for its ground. 
Must be more lasting, firm, and sound, 
Than that which has the slighter basis 
Of airy virtue, wit, and graces. 

Which is of such thin subtlety 
In man, it creeps in at the eye ; 

But that which its extraction owns 
From solid gold and precious stones, 
Must, like its shining parents, prove 
As solid as a glorious love. 


IBID. LINE 1271. 

Wealth is all these, she that has that 
Is any thing she would be at : 

Wit, beauty, honour, virtue, vice. 

Are always valued by the price ; 
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For what are lips, and ejes, and teeth, 
Which beauty fights and conquers with. 
But rubies, pearls, and diamonds, 

With which a philter love compounds 1 
Or what is hair bat threads of geld, 
That lovers’ hearts in fetters hold 1 - 


PART n. CAMO III. I'\E 26 i. -DESCRIPTIVE OF SIDROPIIEL. 

Whether the ganm, or a scarab, 

Or Mahomet’s hoi’sc, by birtli an Arab, 

Did bear him uj>, or if he flew 
With bladders of attracted dew, 

Since authors mention to the Moon 
Men only tho.sc four ways have gone.^ 


IBID. LINE 821.— IIUDIBRAS’8 VISIT TO THE LAWYER. 

To this brave man the Knight repairs 
For counsel in his law affairs, 

And, though the sage were not at home, 

Was led into an inward room. 

And told, he should have speedy advice. 

To w’ait upon them in a trice ; 

Meanwhile the clerk flew out in haste, 

And lock’d the door upon them fast. 

And left the Knight and Squire once more 
In durance closer than before. 

The lawyer was that morning gone 
Some miles off to a market town, 

* Here be alludes to various whimsical speoolationst in Bishop Godwin and 
^thers, about getting to the Moon upon ganzas w wild swans, or by being 
turned into a ‘ scarab * or beetle, or by filling bladders with dew, which are 
attracted upwards, &c. 
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Where he was wont to ply for fees, 

And regulate enormities, 

To vend his trumpery opinions 
For turnips, cabbages, and onions, 

And in the market put to sale 
Recognisance and common bail ; 

But when his clerk had found him out, 

And told him what he came about, 

IIow long his two new clients had 
For his advice or justice stay’d, 

Three hours at least to give him handsel 
To execute the laws or cancel. 

Why then (quoth he), ’tis ten to one ^ 

The birds before this time are flown. 

Flown 1 (quoth the clerk), they ’re fast enough. 
I’ll warrant ’em, from getting off ; 

I have ’em under lock and key 
Too well secured to run away. 

That’s right (quoth he), but will the gains 
We’re like to have, outweigh the pains ? 

They ’re such, as near as I could guess, 

That seldom fail to pay their fees. 

True virtuosos, and li<f-hebbers 
Of suits in law among their neiglibour.«, 

That bleed well, though the dotterels, 

Are fain to spare in all things else. 

They are the likelier, quoth Bracton, 

To bring us many a sleeveless action ; 

Then let us trudge away apace 
To seize ’em for our wefts and strays, 

As fast as jockies post to break. 

Or padders to preserve, a neck, 

Where let us leave ’em, while we tell 
What new exploits the Knight befell. 
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Clapp'd 5 beforehand for tlieir ^bes. 

The Kid^rl and Squire iu little ohhc 
S ome houKi had laid, and did lku. know 
How Diaiiy more they w^ere to do. 

When V, euried with their tedioiiB stay, 

The Knight, to pas6 the time away. 

And Squiie cngagLd n fierce di^sp^:^ » 

To pass tl^e judgment on their .M?iL 
And what they aine to uiidei'sfcand 
Resolved between em beforehand, 

But wagnal w ith mortal heat the s(|uabblo, 
As igTiOrance is apt to dabble ; 

For Tioao are fieicer in contest 
Than those tliat understand the least. 

Just as both partie.'^ \vere preparing 
To break the peace and good abearing, 
Idiej heard a knocking at <he gate. 

That stopp’d the desperate debate, 

And forced them both to w aive th’ assault, 
And by consent to make a halt. 

Soon as the lawyer was at home, 
lie ‘^.ciit his clerk to approach the room, 
\’"here ho i a l sJiai them in the pound, 
Like !j(‘abts, lor breaking, int his ground : 
T’ excuse his master s great occasions 
Of private bus’ncsc, and the nation’s : 

And let them know what great affairs 
He luid neglected, to do theirs, 

What clients lie Lad waived and fees, 

To serv" them and their businesses. 

THE EX^ 
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